RCMP Veterans’ Association, Edmonton
Division - October 2022 NEWSLETTER
_________________________________________________________________________

THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Good Day Everyone,
On the 6th February, 1952 Princess Elizabeth became the Queen of the United Kingdom and other
Commonwealth realms until her passing this year. Her Coronation was on the 2nd June, 1953
and here are Canadian RCMP troops marching in the Parade for HRH Queen Elizabeth II, in
London, England.

June 2, 1953 – Photograph of the RCMP in the Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II coronation
parade. These are some of the contingent of forty-six men and forty-six horses sent.
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Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth loved the RCMP, and in particular, the Musical Ride. Over the years
she was gifted eight horses by the RCMP, four of which lead her funeral procession on the 19th
September. I wish our new King, Charles III all the best. He certainly has some big shoes to fill.

SHE WILL BE REMEMBERED

One of the Queen’s dying wishes was that RCMP members lead her funeral parade. These are a
few pictures of those members making us and Canadians very proud!
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RCMP officers on horseback ride in the funeral procession as millions of people line the streets as the coffin of Queen Elizabeth
leaves Westminster Abbey during her funeral in London on Monday, September 19, 2022.

On Sunday, Sept 11, Valour Place held their annual Walk-a-Thon where they raised over
$36,000.00. Below is a picture of the Vet volunteers.

The Volunteers:
L to R – Back
row: Paul
Gagne, Military
Vet, Nick Taylor,
Jim Medley,
Simon Chance.
Front Row:
Linda Plomp, John
Griffiths, Ross Hogg,
Kees Kikkert.
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On Sunday September 25th, 2022, the Alberta Legislature hosted the Alberta Police and Peace
Officer Memorial Day on its south grounds. This was an occasion to honour those officers who
lost their lives in the line of duty in the Province of Alberta dating back to 1876. 101 names are
embedded on the Pillar of Strength monument at this location. I would like to thank all the
RCMP Veterans that came to pay their respects.
On Tuesday evening, 27th September, we celebrated
what we call, our Appreciation Dinner. These dinners
started many years ago to honour and recognize spouses
who have lost their partners and for everything they did
to support their husbands while serving in the RCMP. In
many cases these ladies were the 2nd man or support
person at the detachment providing meals for prisoners,
taking phone calls, working police radios, and taking
written complaints, and then of course, passing on the
information to their husbands on the road, something
that probably doesn’t happen in the Force anymore.
Prior to enjoying the wonderful food prepared by the
staff at Woodvale Community Facility, our Chaplain Cyril
Gowler called for a Moment of Silence to honour the
Chaplain Cyril Gowler
passing of Queen Elizabeth II and gave the blessing.
Following the meal, I
introduced the Head Table.
Unfortunately, this picture is
missing three, but those
there were in this order:
Kees Kikkert, Jerry Plastow,
Elaine Schnepf, Debbie &
D/Comm Curtis Zablocki,
Linda Plomp, Wendy & Bruce
Allen and Barry Callbeck.
I introduced James &
Rosemay Neathway. James had a distinquished career in the Armed Forces
strating in 1966 in London, Ontario. From there to basic training at Camp
Gagetown, NB. He was stationed to such places as, Camp Borden, ON, Sarcee
Barracks, Calgary, Cyprus as U.N. Recce SQN, then finished his 3 years and took
release. Nov 1971 he re-enlisted in the Canadian Armed Forces and was posted at
the following places: Calgary, Nicosia Cyprus, Lahr, West Germany, Borden, ON,
Alert, Elsmere Island NWT, CFS Dana, SK, CFB Edmonton, Golan Heights, Israel, CFB
Alert, and in 1990 he went to pension. In 2002 decided he learned how to mount
medals and thought it would be a good hobby business, then starting Neathway
Medal Mounting which turned out to be one of the largest, if not the largest medal
mounting company in Western Canada. In March, 2022 he finally retired.
Undoubtedly, most Veterans and Servicing members who had their medals
mounted during those years used Neathway Metal Mounting to do the work. We
thanked them both for all the work they had done for so many.
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The Appreciation Dinner was a way to honour and recognize spouses who have lost their partners who
were former members of the Veterans’ Association. The ladies below were all introducted and joined
us to celebrate this special evening.

L to R: Francis Hodgins, Helen Hayes, Dianne Zaluski, Wendy Farquhar, Sheila Bulger, Jeannie Monroe,

Marlene Dempster, Muriel Ward, Cathy Bush, Kathy Kutryk, Margaret Oliver, Joyce Nadwidny
Our Membership Chair, Tom Burkett came to the floor and made a toast to all the ladies.
The ladies were also presented a rose plus Vet Vern Colley presented each of them a small
gift he had made up in
appreciation for all
they have done for the
Force. Thank-you
Vern!
To the left is Dianne
Zaluski responding to
the toast.
Also joining us as our guests
were three serving members
and their wives, two from
Parkland Detachment and one
from St. Albert Detachment.
L to R –Jerry Plastow, Cst. Trung Tran and Anahi, St. Albert Det., Melissa
and Cst. Andrew Simmons, Parkland Det, Kees Kikkert and Cpl. Cuneyt and
Cindy Zanbac, Parkland Det.
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Something new I am incorporating into our Newsletter (NL) are the names of new members to
our Divisiion since our last NL. I would personally like to thank all of you for being part of our
Division and look forward to meeting you all someday at one of our gatherings!

New Members September 2022
Name:
Amanda SHALAGAN
Paul STRADER
Lara BRISTOW
Isaac VERBAAS
Corey ANGUS
Cathy BUSH

Regimental/Service #:
51336
34522
46229
52445
48791
C2741A

Current Residence:
Sturgeon County.
Beaumont.
Edmonton.
Edmonton.
St. Paul.
Edmonton.

To the left I prestended D/Commissioner Curtis Zablocki and
his wife Debbie receiving a small token of appreciation for
attending and all he does for “K” Division.

L to R: Linda Plomp, Bruce & Wendy Allen, Kees Kikkert, Elaine Schnepf,
Jerry Plastow, Marg Elliott, Tom Dunlop, Denise & Tome Burkett, Stella &
Jim Medley
Above is a picture of our Social Committee. These functions take a great deal of organizing and
planning so Jerry Plastow, the Chair of the Social Committee, called them all up for a well
deserved round of applause. Thank-you for all the work you do, it is so much appreciated as
the attendance, 127, at this function can attest to!
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Each year we try to recognize some of our people for all the volunteer hours they have spent
making our Division and the Association at large better. This year we recognized the following
people and presented them each with a small token of our appreciation for all they do. Thankyou all for the eveything you are doing and have done over the many years you have been part
of the Association!

Don & Rita Belke

Jim & Stella Medley

Elaine Schnepf

Also in attendance and pictured to the left is Kim Bechtold,
the Gift Shop Manager and her husband, Clay, from the
Alberta Sheriffs Department. The Edmonton RCMP
Veterans’ Gift Shop wouldn’t be what it is today were it not
for the exemplary work and dedication Kim does each and
every day. Thank-you Kim for everything you do!

I would like to thank all the people that attended
the Appreciation Night Dinner. I hope you enjoyed
yourselves.
It also came to my attention that our September
Newsletter was inadvertently not sent out in
hardcopy to our members without email. My
apoligies!
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R.C.M.P. Veterans’ Edmonton Division General Dinner Meeting
Tuesday, October 25th, 2022 at the Woodvale Community Facility
(Millwoods Golf Course) - 4540-50 St. Edmonton, AB.
Meet and Greet: 5:00 P.M. Dinner: 6:00 P.M.
Braised Swiss Steak with caramelized onions & peppercorns
Seafood Rice, Garlic Mashed Potatoes,
Baked Macaroni & Cheese,
Mixed vegetables,
Variety of salads, Fresh vegetable tray, Assorted Squares
Fresh Fruit, Coffee, Tea
Cost $30.00 per person including GST and gratuity.
Dress up in Hallowe’en costume for a chance to win a prize
REGISTER WITH LINDA PLOMP @ lfplomp@hotmail.com or PHONE
780-238-7606.
THE ASSOCIATION IS OBLIGATED TO PAY FOR MEALS FOR ANY NO-SHOWS.
IF YOU REGISTER AND THEN NOT ABLE TO ATTEND PLEASE ADVISE LINDA

This video is in Honor and Remembrance of Queen Elizabeth - The B-17 "Rose of York” story.
Listen and enjoy. https://youtu.be/qGeUK6brJCY
On Sunday, 2nd October, I and other Edmonton Vets attended Blue Sunday Service at the St.
Albert Catholic Church. It is an opportunity for the public to show their appreciation and
support to the police and firefighters. The colour blue represented the colour of their uniforms.
Since the inception of the first service, the tradition has grown across the US, Canada and
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Mexico. St. Albert Parish adopted the tradition and this year marked its 15th year. Below are a
few pictures from that day.

Gerry Keane & Jim Medley

Vets on the alter stage, L to R, Len Kilroy, Kees
Kikkert, Bob Bacchus, Eric LaFoy, Ron Martineau,
Julian Fedoriuk, Joe Collinson, Gerry Keane and
Piper Jim Medley on the far right.
Below is a picture of Eric & Nadia LaFoy carrying
the bread & wine to be offered up in
Communion plus Len & Vivian Kilroy bringing up
the collection which represents a giving of
oneself to the Lord.
Thanks to all of those who attended!

So as you can see, it has been a very busy
month.
Take care everyone and stay safe,
Kees Kikkert, President
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From the CO
A colourful fall season is now in full swing and somehow it seems too soon to be already
approaching the last few months of the year! With Thanksgiving around the corner, it is a good
time to reflect on the gratitude we have for so many things before we close out the month with
the fun of Halloween. This is definitely a time to be thankful to be able to be with family and
loved ones and resume traditions we have previously had to put on hold over. This is also an
important time to note our gratitude and appreciation for you – our Veterans and local
community members. Your continued support and participation in what we do continues to
motivate us in our service each and every day.
This month, I am going to update you on some community visits to detachments that I was
fortunate to make, the importance of the Police and Peace Officers’ Memorial Day and also a
highlight of the Alberta RCMP Awards ceremony. I am proud every day of the work by our
employees and the commitment by the Alberta RCMP to the highest level of service to our
communities.
The passing of Her Majesty The Queen Elizabeth II
In September, the RCMP participated in the official events in the United Kingdom, Ottawa and
across Canada for the passing of Her Majesty The Queen Elizabeth II, the Queen of Canada and
the Commissioner-in-Chief of the RCMP. The Queen has always been a constant and reassuring
presence and was a symbol of strength and determination. With this historic change happening
in our lifetime, it is respectful to honour the
legacy of Her Late Majesty over the past 70
years.
On the date of her official funeral, the Alberta
RCMP participated in the provincial memorial
ceremony held in recognition of Her Late
Majesty’s passing. Given the longstanding
relationship and bond between the RCMP and
the Royal Family for over a century, it was an
honour for our officers to perform such duties
on behalf of our country. Commissioner Lucki’s official statement of condolence is here.

In memoriam, there is a commemorative website in relation to Her Late Majesty’s lifelong
devotion to service and the inspiration and legacy she leaves with us in our relationship to our
families, our communities and our country.
Community visits and Alberta Municipalities convention
Throughout September, my senior management team and I had the opportunity to visit with
communities in our Eastern Alberta District and attend the Alberta Municipalities annual
convention in Calgary. Having the opportunity and ability to visit community, municipal and
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rural leaders is important to me and is extremely valuable to be able to connect and gain
feedback through face-to-face meetings.
The Alberta Municipalities convention was an important
time to have dialogue and interaction with leaders from
across Alberta. With almost 1,100 municipal leaders in
attendance, this was an important time to listen to and hear
what the priorities of the communities are and how the
Alberta RCMP can play an important and collaborative role
in responding to those needs.
During a time when important political conversations are taking place regarding the future of
policing in Alberta, we are focused on maintaining our relationship and dialogue with all the
community and municipal leaders throughout this province. As always, it is important that we
maintain the strong partnerships and support we have built over a long history, and we will
remain committed to working closely with our communities.
Alberta Police and Peace Officers’ Memorial Day
On September 24, 1998, the Government of Canada officially proclaimed the last Sunday of
September of every year as the Police and Peace Officers’ National Memorial Day. In
announcing the commemorative day, the Solicitor General of Canada stated that “a formal,
national memorial day gives Canadians an opportunity each year to formally express
appreciation for the dedication of police and peace officers, who make the ultimate, tragic
sacrifice to keep communities safe.”
We had the honour of
leading the 2022 Alberta
Police and Peace Officers’
Memorial on Sunday,
September 25 at the Alberta
legislature grounds. The
Government of Alberta
unveiled a memorial exhibit
inside the legislature building
to honour those who have
fallen with the names of 101
Alberta police and peace
officers who have sacrificed
their lives in the line of duty
since 1876.
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This particularly poignant day is dedicated to remembering police and peace officers who have
made the ultimate sacrifice while in service for our province and country. This is also a day to
recognize the family, friends, and colleagues
who have suffered the tragic loss of their loved
one. The ceremony included speeches from
dignitaries and a reading of the names of
Alberta’s fallen officers along with a marching
procession to honour the fallen. We felt
honoured to lead and participate in the
commemorative march. Remembering and
honouring our fallen is important and a valuable
reflection on how impactful our service and
dedication to public safety is.
The National ceremony for the 45th Annual Canadian Police and Peace Officers’ Memorial
Service in Canada can be viewed here.
Alberta RCMP Awards
In October, we have the Alberta RCMP Awards ceremony which gives us the chance to
recognize and reward RCMP members and veterans in their service. It is a privilege to take part
in these annual ceremonies and have the opportunity to recognize and reward those who have
a deep-rooted commitment to contributing to the safety of our communities in Alberta. These
awards represent excellence through years of service, bravery, and dedication to the safety of
citizens.
The significance of achieving service awards and
commendations is impressive. Whether it has
been a Long Service Medal, Police Officer
Exemplary Service Medal, support to policing
across the country, a St. John Canada Life-Saving
Award, Commanding Officer’s Commendation for
Bravery, Outstanding Service, or Certificate of
Appreciation, an Alberta Police Officer Long
Service Award, an Alberta Emergency Services
Medal, all of these very important awards
represent excellence in service, dedication and commitment to the safety of Canadians.
I appreciate and thank the RCMP veterans who assist with these important ceremonies and also
receive awards themselves. The valuable legacy and experience of your service guides us as
examples of excellence and inspires us in our continuing success as an organization.
We know that policing is a challenging profession with unpredictable days and events. But it is
also rewarding when you see the positive difference that is made in the lives of individuals,
neighbours, families and communities. As you already know in your own service career, it is by
no means an easy career, but the rewards are high and the contribution made towards the
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safety and well-being of Albertans is a source of deep pride and motivation. The awards are a
way to recognize achievement and service and I am proud to be able to witness this.
I am proud of the work of each employee to contribute to the success of the whole
organization. I am confident in the police service we provide for all Albertans and I am grateful
for the commitment, professionalism and resiliency of everyone in the organization, including
our Veterans.
As always, take care and stay safe.
Curtis
Curtis Zablocki, M.O.M.
Deputy Commissioner
Commanding Officer “K” Division

Edmonton RCMP Veterans’ Executive Meeting Minutes September 22/2022,
Woodvale Community Centre, Edmonton
Meeting called to order: 10:00 am
Members Present: Kees Kikkert, Jerry Plastow, Elaine Schnepf, Barry Callbeck, Jim Medley,
Bruce Allen, Joe Collinson, Eric Lafoy, Tom Burkett, Denise Burkett, Dianne Lehman, Bob
Bacchus, Roger Goulet, S/M Leilani Collins
Unable to Attend: Randy Montgomery, Doug Stapleton, Linda Plomp, Rob Stewart, Tom
Dunlop.
Barry Callbeck, Secretary:
Motion made the minutes from August 25/2022, be adopted as published. Seconded by
Eric LaFoy, carried
Kees Kikkert, President:
• Kees gave a brief description on the Division Executive and Board of Directors meeting
held on the 1st of September. One item of discussion was around the revenue shortfall
of close to 600 unpaid membership dues which equates to a revenue shortfall of
$27,000. As result National is looking at increasing dues slightly for 2023 and possibly
further increases further down the road.
• The Cypress Hills Division is selling Stoles and Quilts as a fund raiser at $250.00 each.
Once discussed, Jim Medley motioned, seconded by Bob Bacchus that we order one of
each, Carried. If received in time, the Quilt will be a silent auction item at the Christmas
Dinner event on the 13th December. More information shall be forthcoming with
respect to the stole.
• An RCMP Veterans’ Ensign has been something National has been working on for some
three years. It has now been approved and waiting approval of the Governor General.
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•

Kees advised with respect to the rifle once possibly owned by our former Commissioner,
James F Macleod, that he is still making inquiries on behalf of the person that presently
owns the firearm. Further news will be forthcoming.

Jerry Plastow, Past President:
• Jerry advised the Appreciation Dinner on September 27 already has over 120 registered.
Invitations have also been sent to Parkland & St. Albert Detachments and three serving
members and their wives and they have all happily accepted.
• Jerry reminded all about the call out for Executive Office Positions. If you know anyone
who is interested please submit their names to Jerry be sure your nominee is agreeable
to having their name put forward beforehand.
Tom Burkett, Membership:
• 597 members, 21 unpaid, 4 new members, one being an employed member, signing on
as an Associate.
Elaine Schnepf, Director- Boost Program:
• September has been busy with contacts made to all.
Bruce Allen, Director & on behalf of Linda Plomp, Treasurer:
• Bruce made a motion to accept the budget which had been previously sent to the
Executive by Linda Plomp. Seconded by Joe Collinson, Carried.
NOTE: Budget attached as Appendix A.
• Linda also provided the following financial month end report
o Chequing Account $38,178.45
Total GIC’s
$100,763.10
S/M Leilani Collins, RCMP Liaison:
• Leilani advised Sub-committees are being put in place as time progresses for the 150
celebrations.
• The four Members that lead the Funeral Procession for the Queen showed very
honorable for our organization to be in the procession and so prominently placed.
• Positive for the RCMP.
• The horses used were gifted to the Queen by the Force and she had requested that our
members attend and take the lead at her funeral procession.
• Leilani also reminded everyone of the National Memorial in Ottawa on Sunday, Sept
11/22 will be on U-Tube. 25 volunteers from Edmonton were there when three names
of fallen members were added to the list.
Dianne Lehman, Director, Support Advocate:
• Dianne is working with Cpl. Cardinal, assisted by Kees, to develop a one page
information bulletin for members seeking Advocate support.
Meeting Adjourned at 11:30 AM
Next Executive meeting: Woodvale Community Facility Thursday October 20/2022

14

________________________________
Barry Callbeck, Secretary

APPENDIX “A”
RCMP Vets Edmonton Division - Budget 2023

Income

2023
Advertising Revenue
Donations/Assistance Grants
Gift Shop Insurance Payment
General/Dinner Meetings
Membership Dues Current Year
Membership Dues Previous Years
Social Events Other Revenue
Money from Operating Reserve
Vets Gift Shop - Donation

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,181.00
21,000.00
22,080.00
150.00
18,110.00
10,000.00
72,521.00

AGM Expenses
Bank Service Charges
Donation Gifts/Funds
Executive Meetings
Inter Divisional Meetings
Meals and Travel (on Vets
Business)
Members' Dinner Meetings
RCMP Vets National Members
Dues
Remembrance Day
Office Supplies
Gift Shop Insurance
Social Events
Web Site(s)

$
$
$
$
$

3,500.00
500.00
14,500.00
250.00
400.00

$
$

1,500.00
21,000.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

18,810.00
600.00
1,500.00
711.00
9,000.00
250.00
72,521.00

Social Events
Donation Gifts/Funds

$
$

9,000.00
14,500.00

Total Income
Expense

Total Expense
Net Surplus (Deficit)
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EDMONTON DIVISION GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
Woodvale Community Centre - Tuesday September 27 ,2022
Meeting Called to Order at 8:00 PM by President Kees Kikkert
Barry Callbeck, Secretary: Moved the minutes for the meeting published in the June RCMP
Veterans’ Newsletter be approved as published. Seconded by Don Watson, carried.
Tom Burkett, Director of Membership:
• With the assistance of A/Comm Curtis Zablocki, the following members received their
service bars as noted below:
15 Year bar
Trevor Ferguson & Dwayne Heinsen

30 Year bar
George Rechner

40 Year
Roger Goulet

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM
Next General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 25, 2022
At Woodvale Community Facility. (Millwoods Golf Course)

The Last Post
46543
15868
28527
41656

TAIT, Dale I.
KOWALCHUK, James William
HANBURY, Reginald Lewis
TURNBULL, Donald Richard

2022 Aug 31
2022 Aug 11
2022 Aug 11
2022 Jul 21

Moncton, NB
Winnipeg, MB
Saanich, BC
Fredericton, NB
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C/M
32023
27884
20071
22084
19968
23940
22771/0.1345
33110
A/Cst.
C/1465
A/Cst.
30350
33117
18091
20010
C/1659
18759
24141
20283
17766/0.893
23373
22337
30935
30622
46246
A/Cst.
40730
18660/0.1407
20272
29513
S/737
22364
A/Cst.
41500
C/2465

STACEY, George
SMITH, Robert George
RICHARD, Joseph Rodney
WITHERDEN, Gerald Wright
McKENNA, Michael
LEACH, Clark Hayward
BUTLER, James Elton
WATT, George Stirling
McFARLANE, (nee Walker, Judith
LAWSON, Dale Trevor
CARDINAL, Marie Anne
MARTEL, David Allen
ATKINSON, Martin Glenwright
MacFARLANE, Paul Ian
DELINE, Keith
WUERFEL, Leonard Paul
DORIS, Anne
ROSS, John R
GUNNLAUGSON, Gregory Franklin
BELTER, Robert “Bob” Lyle George
GRIEMANN, Herman John
DeJONG, Albert
GIFFIN, Garry “Wayne”
MAHER, Jospeh Raymond Maurice
PARENT, Sylvain
NGUYEN, Minh The
PORTER, Charles Scott
JARDINE, Douglas Keith
BATEMAN, Melville Charles
MARESCHAL, Charles Lucien
ROULSTON, Frederick John
SPIVAK, Rondal “Ron”
WOODS, Calvin Charles
MAILLET, Kenneth Irving
GINGRAS, Jean-Pierre J.R.R.
DOUCETTE, James Stanley “Stan”

2022 Aug 31
2022 Aug 15
2022 Aug 30
2022 Aug 19
2022 Sep 05
2022 Aug 29
2022 Sep 07
2022 Sep 05
2022 Sep 07
2022 Sep 10
2022 Sep 07
2022 Sep 07
2022 Sep 12
2022 Sep 16
2022 Sep 16
2022 Sep 06
2022 Aug 27
2022 Aug 26
2022 Sep 20
2022 Sep 14
2022 Sep 09
2022 Sep 20
2022 Sep 15
2022 Sep 18
2022 Sep 12
2022 Sep 17
2022 Sep 24
2022 Sep 24
2022 Sep 22
2022 Sep 17
2022 Sep 19
2022 Aug24
2022 Sep 22
2022 Sep 24
2022 Sep 26
2022 Apr 13

Sudbury, ON
Port Hood, NS
Halifax, NS
Bath, ON
New Glasgow, NS
Ottawa, ON
Russell, ON
Courtenay, BC
Campbell River, BC
Truro, NS
West Kelowna, BC
Edmonton, AB
Barrington, NS
Charlottetown, PE
London, ON
Calgary, AB
Edmonton, AB
Calgary, AB
Ottawa, ON
Campbell River, BC
Chilliwack, BC
Guelph, ON
Antigonish, NS
Saint-Sauveur, QC
Sherbrooke, QC
Guelph, ON
Burin, NL
London, ON
Bridgetown, NS
Ft. Saskatchewan, AB
Surrey, BC
Red Deer, AB
Victoria, BC
Meteghan, NS
Ste. Anne, MB
Surrey, BC

May they rest In Peace
Should anyone wish more information on anyone on the list you can go to the National website
at https://www.rcmpvets.ca/last_post.php and/or the RCMP Graves site
https://www.rcmpgraves.com/index.html
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