
 
EDMONTON DIVISION 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER – OCTOBER 2021 

 

Greetings from St. Albert: 

I am writing this letter while thinking about all of our Members of the Division, 
who are shut-in as a result of the Pandemic. It has been a difficult 18 months for 
everyone especially those who can not get out and about due to mobility issues. 

Your Executive continues to conduct the business of the Division in person when 
possible, and via video conferencing, as was done with the last Executive meeting 
on the 23rd of September. The meeting went well, and I am attaching the minutes to 
this letter, for your information. 

As most of you are aware, the National Office has sent out an email notification to 
advise us that they need to raise their portion of our annual dues, for next fiscal 
year (January 2022) This subject was discussed at our Division Executive meeting 
and it was determined that our Division can not absorb the National increase, 
without increasing our portion as well.   

Edmonton Division has not raised our dues in the past 6 years, even when the 
National Office raised the amount for their operations, twice.  Unfortunately, we 
can not continue to carry out our operations without an increase as well.  The 
National dues are being raised from $37.00 to $45.00 leaving us only $5.00 from 
the total amount of $50.00 to operate Edmonton Division.  

It is being proposed that we increase the total amount of dues to be paid by 
our Membership to $60.00, which would provide $15.00 for local operations 
and $45.00 for the National program. 



The motion to increase our dues will be presented at the “next” Executive meeting.  
This increase is for Active Members only, and not Associate Members, who do not 
pay dues. 

Our local dues are used for important programs, such as the Hospital Parking Pass 
and Boost program, which is used to provide support to our members who are 
either ill or bereaved.  As well, we continue to support a variety of charitable 
programs, such as Valour Place, Christmas Food Bank, Kare Victim Services, Vets 
Foundation and of course our own Members in need.  Your dues provide important 
support for all of our administrative operations, and without them we could not run 
our Division. 

Our 2022 budget is currently being prepared for presentation to the Executive for 
their consideration.  We are keeping everything exactly the same as last year 
except for the increase in dues.  We will provide a copy of the budget to you once 
it has been approved by the Executive. Normally it would be presented at our 
General Meeting in November, but given the Covid situation in Alberta, this may 
not be possible. 

The following Members of our Association have passed away and our condolences 
go out to their families and friends: 

Reg # 24732 James William Seymour – Passed on September 13, 2021. Jim’s Urn 
was placed in the RCMP Columbarium at Fort Saskatchewan on September 24, 
2021, at 2PM, an Honour Guard was present along with Jim’s Spouse Debra and 
his immediate family. 

Reg. # 18531/O.1086 BUZIAK, August "Gus" died early in the morning of 
the 14th of September 2021 in Calgary, Alberta. Gus will be buried at Willow 
Grove Cemetery (Near St. Paul) at 2PM Oct 2/21, an honour guard has been 
requested. Anyone interested in attending should contact Joe Collinson at the 
following: ajhc@ajhc.ca    or   780 467 2134. 

Reg # 24499 Douglas Honeyman, passed away on September 22nd 2021, his 
obituary has just been released to the membership. His burial is not scheduled at 
this time. 

Reg. # 17804/O.830 KOBIE, Franklin L. (Insp Rtd.)  died in Edmonton, Alberta on 
the 13th of September 2021.  He served from 1952 to 1978 in "D", "HQ" and "K" 
As per Frank’s request the family will only be having a small private family 
graveside service. 



 

 

 
 

Internment of Jim Seymour at the Fort Saskatchewan RCMP Columbarium on 
September 24th, 2021. 

 

Bob Stewart our Newsletter Editor has retired from the Editor’s position, and we 
are looking for someone to help with this important position.  Bob is willing to 
train anyone interested in volunteering. 

Previous experience in compiling information to create a newsletter would be an 
asset. 

Experience in Microsoft Word is also an asset. 

If you are interested in helping out, please contact me at the email below or call me 
at: 780-996-0904. 



I have served on the Executive since 2008 and have enjoyed my time working with 
a great bunch of people. Edmonton Division is one of the largest and active 
Divisions in the Association. We support many related charities and of course 
Veterans of the RCMP. Should you wish to participate on the Executive, we will 
invite you to attend our Executive meetings to get a better feel for what we do, 
before making any commitments 

 

Please stay safe and healthy, 

 

 

Bruce Allen, President 
Edmonton Division 
RCMP Veterans’ Association 

President@edmrcmpvets.ca 

Telephone - 780-996-0904 

 

Edmonton RCMP Veterans’ Executive Meeting Minutes   
September 23/2021 

Virtual Online 
 

Meeting called to order:  11:05 AM 
 
Members Present:   Bruce Allen, Eric LaFoy, Roger Goulet, Bob Stewart, Barry Callbeck, Kees 
Kikkert, Tom Burkett, Denise Burkett,. 
 
Unable to Attend:     Bob Bacchus, Joe Collinson, Neal Stanley, Tom Dunlop, Randy 
Montgomery, Linda Plomp, Jerry Plastow, Elaine Schnepf, Nick Taylor, Tom Dunlop, S/M 
Leilani Collins.     
 

 
Barry Callbeck, Secretary:   
Moved that minutes from August 26 th, 2021 be accepted as published in the Newsletter,   
Seconded by Roger Goulet. Carried. 
 
Bruce Allen, President: 
 



A prolonged discussion was held on the issue that National is raising the National portion of the 
dues that the Members/Division pay from $37.00 to $45.00 for 2022. This change will provide 
our Division with $5.00 per member, leaving us with a very tight budget.  
 
After much debate it was decided to increase our overall dues from $50.00 to $60.00 annually, 
on the proposed budget. The budget had been presented using the $50.00 dues structure so it will 
be rewritten and presented once completed, for passage at the next Executive meeting. 
 
As Bob Stewart has resigned his position as Newsletter Editor, Bruce will continue the 
President’s Corner monthly letter to our membership. We will actively look for a new Editor for 
the Newsletter. 
 
The Police Officer Memorial for September 26/21. 1:00 PM will be televised online. Due to 
Covid the memorial has been reduced to meet AHS safety guidelines.  Information has been sent 
out via email to all of our Members, outlining the online podcast of the event. 
 
Jerry Plastow, Vice President; 
 
Correspondence; 
As Jerry was unable to attend there are no new correspondence items. 
 
Jerry Plastow, Donation Committee 
A donation request has been received from National and advises of a fund raiser being 
coordinated by Regina Vets Division. The donations are for a memorial park, to be built in 
Indian Head Saskatchewan, where Cst. Shelby Patton was stationed. The donation committee 
will address this request and make their decision. 
 
Kees Kikkert, Director; 
 
Kees is in discussion with the city of Fort Saskatchewan regarding the grave site of Mr. and Mrs. 
White.  He was a member of the NWMP, but also a former Mayor of Fort Saskatchewan and a 
Liberal member of Parliament.  The grave marker is not a Force marker, but the area over the 
graves is in disrepair.  It is a slab of concrete, some of which is broken and a hazard.  Kees has 
asked the City of Fort Sask if they would provide an estimate to have the slab of concrete 
removed and filled with topsoil covered with sod.  The City has yet to get back to Kees, but if 
they can't do the work, Kees will look at different options.   
 
Linda Plomp, Treasurer 
Not available for the meeting, but provided a financial report of our accounts 
 
Chequing Account - $30,693.30 
 
GIC’s 
$51,197.66  - Savings For future AGM (2024) 
$10,945.81  - Wall of Honor for Expenses 
$22,065.83  - Vets Gift Shop Operating Reserve 



$41,042.81  -  Edmonton Vets Operating Reserve 
 
Jim Medley, Chair of Gift Shop Committee; 
 
Confirmation of name of Gift Shop – Edmonton RCMP Veteran’s Gift Shop 
The gift shop has provided our Division with a donation of $10,000.00. Business is picking up 
with walk-ins and online orders increasing according to Manager Kim Bechtold. 
 
 
Jim Medley, Wall of Honour  
The Red Velvet Barrier Ropes have been replaced around the Wall of Honour, as the old ones 
were sun faded. 
 
Elaine Schnepf, Boost; 
 
Elaine has been sending out gift cards and also been in contact with those who are ill or have had 
a personal loss.  Kees Kikkert will deliver several boost deliveries to our Members in Spruce 
Grove area, as he knows the families.  
 
Tom and Norma Dunlop are going to deliver a personal BOOST to one of our members, as well. 
 
Elaine would like to thanks Tom, Norma, and Kees for doing these deliveries because it’s better 
to receive a personal visit. 
 
 
Nick Taylor Director; Valour Place 
 
Nick was unable to attend but reported that the weather for the Walk for Valour went ahead 
despite of the rain, Attended on our behalf, Linda Plomp, S/M Collins, Kees Kikkert, Bruce 
Lloy, Vern Colley, Nick Taylor and Ross Hogg. 
 
The donations as of today are in excess of $23,000.00, this was a very good event, even with the 
weather not cooperating. 
 
Joe Collinson- Honour Guard; 
 
James William Seymor - Urn to be placed in the RCMP Columbarium at Fort Saskatchewan 
September 24/21 at 2PM, Joe will attend as honour guard. 
 
Gus Buziak will be buried at Willow Grove at 2PM Oct 2/21, Joe to attend as honour guard. 
 
Edmonton Vet, Reg # 24499 Douglas Honeyman, passed away yesterday, his obituary has just 
been released to the membership.  His burial is not scheduled at this time. 
 
Roger Goulet - Director 



Roger is one of our Parking Pass Issuers, and advises that he has been handing out passes to our 
Members who are attending hospital visitations. He advises that our Members are using them for 
check-ups at the Cross Cancer as well as other medical locations. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 12:32 PM  
 

Alberta RCMP highlights - October  
 
Historical homicide case successfully identifies a 1977 victim found near Tofield 

The Alberta RCMP Missing Person Unit (MPU) and the Historical Homicide Unit’s (HHU) investigation 
accomplished success over the past few months through identification of the body in the April 1977 
homicide case of an unidentified male found in a septic tank on an abandoned farm near Tofield. 
Through the use of the novel forensic technique 
of Genetic Genealogy, the body has recently 
been identified as Gordon Edwin Sanderson of 
Edmonton. Gordon Sanderson would have been 
approximately 25 years old at the time of his 
death. In discovering Mr. Sanderson’s identity, 
our teams were finally able to provide his family 
with some information on what had happened to 
their loved one some 40 years prior.  
 
An investigator who was previously on the case, Corporal Jamie Graham, commented, “I can only 
imagine the amount of work that has gone into this case by the Historical Homicide members over the 
years and to hear that the body was identified was great news. I give my congratulations to the 
members involved in reaching a successful outcome." 

Corporal Ed Lammerts, who had also worked on the case in those years, observed, “You have to have a 
different kind of background to perform that type of cruelty to another human.  It is very unlikely that 
the person or persons who committed the murder will ever confess.  After all these years, the guilty 
party is likely 80-plus years of age and yet their conscience still hasn't bothered them." 
 

Collaborative efforts by the RCMP and the Office of 
the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) to identify the 
male victim had spanned over 40 years, with various 
RCMP investigators interviewing potential witnesses 
and tracking down leads, and OCME medical 
examiners working with forensic anthropologists to 
develop biological profiles and forensic dentists to 
compare dental records to reported missing 
persons. After unsuccessful attempts with a 
previous DNA program, it would take the emerging 

field of Genetic Genealogy to provide a break in this case.  



 
In 2020, Alberta RCMP MPU and the OCME sent biological samples to Othram Labs of Woodlands, Texas 
in the hopes a full-DNA profile suitable for analysis could be developed. Othram was successful in 
developing a DNA profile and then searched the profile against public DNA databanks. As a result, they 
were able to develop a “family tree” with a number of possible relatives to the unidentified remains. 
Alberta RCMP MPU conducted further investigation and with the help of those identified relatives the 
AB RCMP were able to obtain familial DNA samples that were then sent for forensic testing in August 
2020. In October 2020, Alberta RCMP MPU received confirmation that the familial DNA was a match to 
the 1977 unidentified human remains.  

Alberta RCMP launches online criminal record checks in select detachments across province 

In an effort to provide simpler, more efficient public service, a pilot of an online criminal record check 
tool began on September 22, 2021, in select Alberta RCMP detachments. Criminal record check 
information typically obtained from RCMP detachments can now be accessed online. If this online 
service option is successful, it will be expanded to other locations in the province.  

A criminal record check is obtained to determine if a person has been charged or convicted of a crime. 
Vulnerable sector checks (VSC) are included in the service provision for criminal record checks. A VSC is a 
police information check which is done to protect children and other vulnerable people from physical, 
sexual, mental, and financial abuse. A VSC is the most thorough of all background checks available. 

Online criminal record checks will be processed within 
the same timeframe as they are typically done in person 
and will be mailed to the applicant, unless 
arrangements have been made for collection at the 
detachment. The timing of this tool is important and 
beneficial, as physical distancing measures have 
encouraged people to minimize gathering and proximity 

with others.  

The pilot program is 
currently only available to the following detachments: Bashaw, 
Cochrane, Consort, Drayton Valley, Drumheller, Grande Prairie, 
Provost, St. Albert, St. Paul, Sundre, and Sylvan Lake. Criminal record 
checks will continue to be available in person at all detachment 
locations and will be the only option for any location area not covered 
for the pilot program.  

"The Alberta RCMP is always looking for new opportunities to 
modernize and streamline our services for all Albertans across the 
province," said Deputy Commissioner Curtis Zablocki, Commanding 
Officer of Alberta RCMP. "Online criminal record checks offer an 

accessible and convenient option. Having contactless service is also ideal in a time when physical 
distancing may be preferred.”  
 


