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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Hello from St. Albert: 

It has been a hot dry Summer this year; Covid continues to hang around, and we have been trying to 
keep our extended family as safe as possible. 

Wendy and I have been baby sitting our grand kids off and on, due to the lack of summer camps and 
daycare. 

The 4th wave of Covid is upon us.  As I write this letter, we are seeing over 1500 documented cases per 
day, reported by Alberta Health Services.  They advise that this daily rate will probably double every 
10-14 days.  The government will no doubt have to intervene as they did during the other spikes in 
cases.  

AHS has now directed masks are mandatory in all indoor public spaces and workplaces.  Being 
vaccinated with both shots still does not guarantee that you won’t catch the virus.  Any additional help 
you can get at preventing infection is a good thing.  

Your Executive has met in person on August 26th, at the Woodvale Community centre, for our first in-
person meeting since March of 2020.  We have been conducting business via video conferencing all 
this time, and I must admit it is not the same as meeting in person.  We accomplished a great deal of 
business which will be covered in this newsletter under the Executive Meeting Minutes section.  

Your Social Committee has been busy planning our first Social, since Covid restrictions began.  Given 
the current open covid policy of this government, there is very little direction from AHS on meeting 
indoors.  The committee will plan this Social for September 28th, taking in all the safety 
recommendations made by AHS and Woodvale Management.  We will continue to monitor the Covid 
daily reports over the next month to determine if it is safe to proceed.  A notice has been sent out 
outlining our plan for this Social and determine the interest in attending the event. A copy is enclosed 
in this newsletter. 

The Walk for Valour is being scheduled for September 12th, and will take place beginning at 8:30 AM, in 
the “K” Division parking lot.  You can register online at the following web page:  
https://www.valourplace.ca/walkforvalour 

You may walk on the day or run to complete the walk.  Money raised will go to support Valour Place, a 
home away from home for injured or sick Veterans and serving Members. 

Our Executive is now looking for interested retired RCMP Employees, to serve on the Executive.  You 
must of course be a Member of the Vets and be willing to put in the time and energy to support our 
program.  I have served on the Executive since 2008 and have enjoyed my time working with a great 
bunch of people.  Edmonton Division is one of the largest and active Divisions in the Association.  We 
support many related charities and of course Veterans of the RCMP.  Should you wish to participate on 
the Executive, we will invite you to attend our Executive meetings to get a better feel for what we do, 
before making any commitments.  We are always looking for new help to keep things interesting.   

Finally, I would like to thank all those Members of the Division who have paid their dues this year.  We 
recently received a message from the National President outlining the need for all Divisions to contact 
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their Membership to remind them to pay their dues.  Our Division has done a great job, and I thank 
you for your participation in the Association.   The few Members of our Division who have not paid will 
be removed from our nominal roll but will be able to rejoin at a latter date if they so wish. 

Please stay safe and healthy, 

 

Bruce Allen, President 
Edmonton Division 
RCMP Veterans’ Association 

President@edmrcmpvets.ca 

 

Executive Minutes 
August 26, 2021 - 10:00 AM 

Woodvale Community Centre 
 

Members Present:   

Bruce Allen, Kees Kikkert, Bob Bacchus, Jim Medley, Elaine Schnepf, Roger Goulet, Joe 
Collinson, Jerry Plastow, Tom & Denise Burkett, S/M Leilani Collins. 

Members Absent with regret:  

Barry Callbeck, Randy Montgomery, Neal Stanley, Bob Stewart, Tom Dunlop, Linda Plomp, Eric 
Lafoy, Nick Taylor. 

Meeting commenced:  10:07 am. 

Kees Kikkert, Acting Secretary:   
Kees moved the minutes from our last executive meeting of June 16th, 2021, as distributed to all 
Executive Members be adopted; seconded by Bob Bacchus, Carried. 

   
Bruce Allen, President: 

Bruce advised Edmonton Division has been asked to host the 2024 AGM, therefore he 
requested volunteers to join him in planning this event.  Without a good committee this event 
will not take place.  Several of the attendees volunteered, more will be required later.   

 
Bruce also advised he is working with National in developing and defining a new Purpose of the 
Association.  (Mission, Vision, Values) This is to update the By-laws for the Association’s manual 
to fall in line with today’s operations. 

 
Bruce reminded us of the Police Officer Memorial scheduled for September 26th, 1:00 PM at the 
Legislature grounds. Bruce to lay a wreath.  More information forthcoming from S/M Collins. 
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Old Business – Correspondence: 
Bruce advises the Gift Shop has now been officially registered with the Alberta Corporate 
Registry and given a business number.  The official name is: 

 
“EDMONTON RCMP VETERANS’ GIFT SHOP” 

 
 
Jerry Plastow, Vice President  

Donation Requests:  Jerry advised he received confirmation of receipt and thanks from 
Kamloops Division and the affected people about our $1,000.00 donation towards RCMP 
personnel who lived in Lytton, BC at the time of the fire.    Five Regular Members, two Public 
Servants, two Veterans’ and one widow of a Veteran all lost everything in that fire.   

 
Chair Social Committee:  Jerry has been looking into the upcoming General meeting on 
September 28th.   Our last General Meeting was held on Tuesday, February 25th, 2020.  Further 
information as to the meal, etc. will be forthcoming in our September Newsletter and 
forwarded via email to all members. 

 
Linda Plomp, Treasurer:  

Although Linda could not attend the meeting, she provided the following information with 
respect to our finances:     

Chequing Account Balance     $ 21,531.53 
Total GIC’s     $ 124,645.02 

Donations Update: 
 

Total Year to Date as of August 23rd, 2021 - $10,452.96 
 

Boost      $1,098.64 
Parking Permits      $1,280.00 
Draw Winner for Membership  $100.00 

Chaplin Gifts     $682.50 
Financial Aid for Member  $368.57 

Valour Place     $5,000.00 
Ride For Dad    $250.00 

Financial Aid for Lytton BC Fires $1,000.00 
APGA 2021 (Golf Tournament) $500.00 
Canteen (Widow Brooches)  $173.25 

 
On behalf of Linda, Bruce advised the laptop Linda uses for our financial information requires replacing 
as it is seven plus years old, and the hard drive is starting to fail.   
 
Following discussions, Kees Moved that Bruce purchase a new laptop at a cost under $1,000.00; 
seconded by Bob Bacchus, carried. 
 
Kees made a second motion that Bruce also purchase the appropriate software for the laptop not to 
exceed $600.00; seconded by Bob Bacchus, carried. 
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Tom Burkett, Membership: 
Tom advises there are 11 members in arrears of their dues.  Some of these are several years in 
arrears and as result, will be removed from our membership list.   

 
Jim Medley, Chair of Canteen Committee:  

As per the comments by Bruce, Jim advised us the Gift Shop is now registered as a Not-For-
Profit within the Province of Alberta.  Jim also advised after all invoices paid the gift shop will 
have $43,000.00 in its account of which $10,000.00 will be given to the Edmonton Veterans 
immediately.  The remaining amount is required by the Gift Shop to purchase new stock 
considering Christmas is just around the corner.   
 
Jim advised the five velvet security barriers around the Wall of Honour are frayed and in 
disrepair and in need of replacement.  
  
As result, Jim moved he be allowed to purchase five new velvet security barriers for the Wall of 
Honour at a cost no greater than $600.00.  Seconded by Roger Goulet, carried. 

  
Elaine Schnepf - Boost: 

Elaine advised she sent out 5 Sympathy cards and 6 Get Well cards in July and August.  She also 
made several phone calls to some of our Associate members plus she and Jerry delivered two 
fruit baskets with cards in person.  
 

Roger Goulet - Edmonton Vets Website: 
Now that all Membership Applications are being done via the RCMP Vets National Website, 
Roger advised he has taken down our old Member Application Form from our Website.  In its 
place, he put in the link to the RCMP Vets National website membership application area.   

 
Nick Taylor - Valour Place:  Unable to attend 

Valour Place Walkathon – Nick needs two more volunteers to help with the registration for 
walkers.  Registration starts at 8:30 AM at K Division HQs outside the Sgt’s Mess – tent(s) will be 
set up and apparently, Tim’s Coffee and donuts are being serviced.  S/M Collins will update us 
once more info becomes available with respect to the tents and if and where bathroom 
facilities will be available. 

 
Joe Collinson – Honour Guard: 

Joe updated us on Reg # 2266, Constable Ernest Benjamin JEWELL’s, grave & headstone 
cleaning in Fitzgerald Alberta. Veteran Pierre Leduc and his family cleaned up the site and 
provided pictures of the cleaning, before and after. S/M Leilani advises that this grave site will 
now be inspected yearly by Fort Smith, NWT Detachment, the closest detachment to Fitzgerald, 
Ab.   

 
Bob Stewart – Director: Unable to attend 

Bob had advised Bruce that there were some issues with the Gift Shop Telus Website.  The 
problem originated with Telus; however, we had a third party come in and do some 
maintenance and the site is now working fine.   

 
Meeting adjourned: 11:35 am 

Next Executive Meeting set for Sept 23rd, 10:00 am, Woodvale Community Centre. 
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The C.O.s Desk 
 

Some highlights of key Alberta RCMP initiatives from Summer 2021 
 
Alberta RCMP unveils a plaque for Treaty 6 Land Acknowledgment 
 
On Monday, June 21, the Alberta RCMP had the honour of welcoming Grand Chief Okimaw Vernon 
Watchmaker at headquarters for an official Treaty 6 Land Acknowledgment ceremony.  
 
Celebrating National Indigenous Peoples Day and the beginning of a week of activity for the Alberta 
RCMP, the Land Acknowledgment ceremony began with an opening prayer by Elder Tony Arcand. This 
was followed by an unveiling of a Treaty 6 Plaque by Grand Chief Okimaw Vernon Watchmaker, which 
is now mounted in the Edmonton headquarters building. After the unveiling, there was a Smudging of 
the Plaque and the Indigenous Flags followed by a flag song by Alexander drummers. Deputy 
Commissioner Curtis Zablocki, Commanding Officer of the Alberta RCMP, participated in the ceremony 
with an opening greeting and closing comments for the ceremony.  

 

During the week, scheduled was a virtual Metis performance and presentation on First Nations history 
for staff, a blessing and welcome ceremony for the new Alberta RCMP Eagle staff, and a presentation 
by Dr. Wilton Littlechild about Residential schools and Reconciliation to our senior leadership. 

The Alberta RCMP is committed to continuing efforts towards reconciliation through ongoing dialogue, 
learning, and moving forward in partnership with the Indigenous peoples and diverse communities in 
Alberta.  
 
Central Alberta District RCMP Detachments launch new security camera registry 
 
This summer, RCMP in Sylvan Lake, Innisfail, Rimbey, Blackfalds and Rocky Mountain House launched 
Community Assisted Policing Through the Use of Recorded Evidence (CAPTURE), a new security camera 
registry. The voluntary registry will record the location of security cameras owned by businesses and 
residents in these communities to assist in police investigations.  
 
“Property crime has been identified as a policing priority in our rural communities,” said S/Sgt. Carl 
Dinsdale, Detachment Commander of Rocky Mountain House RCMP. “CAPTURE gives our members 
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another tool to assist in their investigations, which may lead to an increase in solving these crimes and 
charging the individuals responsible.” 

 
To register a camera and to learn more, visit www.crimecapture.ca. 
Only the location of the camera(s) and contact information are 
recorded on the secure site. Registering a camera does not give 
police access to cameras or the footage. If an incident happens, 
RCMP can view the list of camera locations, and contact the 
registered camera owners to make a request for the image(s) or 
footage.  

 
“By providing the RCMP with the location of your security cameras, you could be helping to provide 
key information to ensure people responsible for a crime are held accountable," says S/Sgt. Dinsdale. 
"When members of the community and police work together, we have better success and improve the 
overall safety of our communities.”  
  
Quick action of witnesses prevents two youths from drowning 
 
On July 31, 2021, at 2:15 p.m., emergency services were dispatched to a report of a near drowning at 
Glennifer Lake. The investigation determined that two youths were swimming in the lake when 
witnesses saw that the youths appeared to be struggling and going under the water. Witnesses jumped 
in and pulled the youths to safety.  The youths were transported to hospitals in Calgary and Innisfail 
where they were treated and later released. 

“While people are enjoying the hot weather and the outdoor 
activities our beautiful community provides, it is critical to 
understand the risk factors involved in some summer 
activities. A lake may look calm, but conditions like water 
temperature, wind, and current can change rapidly.” said 
Staff Sergeant Chris Matechuk, Detachment Commander of 
Innisfail RCMP. “Thankfully, in this case when the swimmers 
started to struggle, witnesses were able to intervene, and 
they came to the young swimmers’ aid quickly.  Their actions 
prevented an unnecessary tragedy.”   

Staff Sergeant Matechuk commented that he will ensure the heroic actions of the witnesses are 
recognized by the RCMP.  He will also be recommending the witnesses for a St. John’s Life Saver 
Award.   
 
Alberta RCMP Roving Traffic Unit seizes over 50,000 doses of illicit drugs since start of 2021 
 
The Alberta RCMP Roving Traffic Unit (RTU) works to combat travelling crime across our province, 
seizing illicit drugs and illegal contraband from our roadways. As part of their mandate to traffic and 
public safety, the RTU works diligently to identify and intercept criminals during traffic stops. Since 
January 2021, the RTU has made a total of 11 seizures, which resulted in over 50,000 doses of illicit 
drugs being removed from communities. 
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The Alberta RCMP RTU is a specialized team tasked with carrying out traffic safety as well as detecting 
and disrupting potential criminal activity. In addition to removing various illegal substances off 
Alberta’s roads, the unit also seized over $148,900 of contraband including $32,645 in CDN currency, 
$115,767 in diamonds and jewellery, as well as six handguns.  

 “The Alberta RCMP RTU enforces public safety by strategically focussing on travelling crime across our 
provincial roadways,” explained Supt. Gary Graham, RCMP Traffic Services. “In disrupting organized 
crime and removing illegal contraband from our streets, the RTU is actively working to better Alberta’s 
communities.” 

As always, take care and stay healthy. 

 
Curtis 

Curtis Zablocki, M.O.M. 
Deputy Commissioner  
Commanding Officer “K” Division 

 

Previous Minutes Omitted 
Edmonton RCMP Veterans’ Executive Meeting Minutes    
June 16th/2021. Virtual Online 

 
Meeting called to order:  1:00 PM 

 
Members Present: Jerry Plastow, Bruce Allen, Elaine Schnepf, Eric LaFoy, Roger Goulet, Bob Stewart, 
Barry Callbeck, Jim Medley, Nick Taylor, S/M Leilani Collins. 
 
Unable to Attend: Bob Bacchus, Joe Collinson, Neal Stanley, Tom Dunlop, Randy Montgomery, Linda 
Plomp, Kees Kikkert.     

 
Barry Callbeck, Secretary:   
Moved that the minutes from May 27th, 2021, be accepted as published in the June Newsletter.   Jerry 
Plastow requested to make one correction, the date for the Appreciation Dinner is September 28, 2021, 
Minutes Amended.   Seconded by Jerry.   Carried. 
 
Bruce Allen, President: 
 
Bruce attended the AGM on June 5th, 2021, via zoom and passed on that the minutes would be sent out 
to all members. 

 
Calgary will be hosting the 2022 on June 1-3.  Ottawa to host 2023 as they will be celebrating the 150th 
Anniversary of the RCMP. 
 
Edmonton Division has asked to host the 2024 AGM, and a committee will be soon in place to start the 
planning of the event. 
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Bruce also brought up in the zoom meeting that it was a good venue for the smaller Divisions to take 
part in, due to the cost of sending someone to attend.  National advised that this may be an option in 
future. 
 
Bruce commented that he had a concern brought forward from a Veteran, about the Regimental 
Numbers of those who are behind in their dues being mentioned in the newsletter.   All Members who 
have not paid their dues this year have been contacted by our Membership Director.   We will remove 
the published Regimental numbers for the remainder of this year. Members have one year to pay their 
dues before being struck from the Association Membership list.  Going forward, National has advised 
that membership dues will be invoiced directly to the Member via central email or Canada Post. 
 
 
Jerry Plastow, Vice President. 
 
Correspondence. 
 
There has been no new correspondence. 
 
Jerry and Elaine met with Margaret from Woodvale to discuss the possible opening of the facility this 
Fall.  Dates were set tentatively, and Margaret said they are looking forward to our being able to 
return. Jerry has already received calls from 3 couples and 2 singles who are looking forward to being 
able to come out to the appreciation Dinner.  As well as the meeting it turned out that it was 
Margaret’s birthday, so it made the visit more special. 
 
Bruce advised that we be monitoring the advice of AHS and Dr. Henshaw and proceeding with an 
abundance of caution before finalizing plans for the September Dinner. 
 
 
Jim Medley, Chair of Canteen Committee. 
 
Jim moved that we proceed with Incorporation of the gift shop as a Provincial Not for Profit Company 
named:  Edmonton RCMP Veterans’ Gift Shop.   Seconded by Jerry Plastow.   It was carried by all 
present as well as Bob Bacchus, Neal Stanley, and Joe Collinson, who provided proxy votes, in the 
affirmative.   
 
Jim has all the forms which need signatures and a cheque for $70.00 from the Gift Shop, to proceed 
with the application.  Once the forms are signed, they will be submitted to the Province of Alberta for 
processing. 
 
The Directors will be Jerry Plastow and Jim Medley, Bruce Allen will be the President. 

 
Elaine Schnepf, Boost. 
 
Elaine has been sending out gift cards and has been in contact with those who are ill or have lost loved 
ones. 
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S/M Leilani Collins. 
 
The work being undertaken on the wall of honour biographies, is being reviewed and should be ready 
soon. 
 
Leilani was able to show us pictures of a Memorial that was set up this morning at K Division for Cst. 
Shelby Patton, who was killed on duty at Wolseley Saskatchewan on June 12th, 2021 

Meeting Adjourned: 1:32 PM  
 

Minutes Reviewed 2021-06-23 
 

Bruce Allen, President 
 

 

New South Wales Police 
 

Hope all well on your side of the world. We have gone 28 
days in NSW with no locally acquired COVID-19 cases. 
Australia doing very well on the world stage with covid in 
general.  

I coordinated the delivery of 650 Food Hampers to our 
vulnerable aboriginal communities over the weekend. It 
received widespread media coverage. I have created a 
template for the rest of districts to follow.  

Due to the State COVID lockdown, it meant that the 
aboriginal communities could not get to a supermarket.  

I’m Not on Facebook myself but it did get a mention on the 
New South Wales Police Force Facebook page. I hope you 
can Open the link.  

Look forward to hearing from you. Regards to the 
Edmonton RCMP Vets.  

Phil 

https://fb.watch/7Jp-_ru6A3/ 

 

 

 

 

 
Det. Insp. Phil Malligan, NSW Police, Australia 
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EDMONTON   RCMP VETERANS’ ASSOCIATION    

SEPTEMBER 28TH, 2021 SOCIAL 

WOODVALE COMMUNITY FACILITY   4540 50 ST.  EDMONTON, AB. 

MEET AND  GREET :     5:30 P.M.    SUPPER  6:00 P.M. 

MENU :    MODIFIED  BUFFET   (STAFF TO SERVE EACH PERSON – SOCIAL DISTANCING 
IN PLACE)  

Your choice of ONE of the following MEAT SELECTIONS: 

1. 6 0Z.  PRIME RIB BURGER INCLUDING NUMEROUS SALAD CHOICES, SQUARES, 
FRUIT, TEA AND COFFEE.  GRATUITY AND GST INCLUDED.  

$23.00 PER PERSON 

OR 

2. GRILLED CHICKEN BURGER INCLUDING NUMEROUS SALAD CHOICES, SQUARES, 
FRUIT, TEA AND COFFEE.  GRATUITY AND GST INCLUDED.  

$26.00 PER PERSON 

 

REGISTER FOR THE SOCIAL BY SEPTEMBER 20, 2021, BY CONTACTING LINDA PLOMP 

lfplomp@hotmail.com  or phone 780-238-7606 (Evenings Only) 

PLEASE ADVISE LINDA OF YOUR MEAL SELECTION  

ALL AHS COVID -19 GUIDELINES WILL BE FOLLOWED 
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Gordon Greg receives plaque 

 

At a small gathering in Stony Plain, Gordon Greg was presented his Life Members plaque following his 
donation to the RCMP Heritage Centre. 

 

Received Anonymously 
You are not vaccinated, I respect your choice, (provided you don't invade my space and adversely 
impact me or persons important to me); 
I am vaccinated, respect my choice ... 
I'm vaccinated, not to please the government but:  

* To not die from Covid-19. 
* To NOT clutter a hospital bed if I get sick. 
* To hug my loved ones (vaccinated). 
* To Not have to do PCR or antigenic tests to go to a dance, go to a restaurant, go on vacation and 
many more things to come ... 
* To live my life. 
* To have my kids/grandkids go back to school and play sports. 
* For Covid-19 to be an old memory.  
* To protect us. 
On the other hand, no, I don't know what's in it - neither in this vaccine, the ones I had as a child, nor 
in the Big Mac, or in hot dogs, or in other treatments, whether it's for cancer, AIDS, the one for 
polyarthritis, vaccines for infants or children. 
I also don't know what's in Ibuprofen, Tylenol, or other meds, it just cures my headaches, my pains ... 
I don't know what's in the ink for tattoos. 
In short ... 
There's a lot of things I don't know. 
I just know one thing: life is short, very short, so I still want to do something other than just going to 
work every day or staying cloistered at home. I still want to travel and hug people without fear, find a 
little feeling of life "before". 
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As a child and as an adult I've been vaccinated for mumps, measles, rubella, polio, chicken pox, yellow 
fever and a few others; my parents and I trusted the science and never had to suffer through or 
transmit any of said diseases ... just saying. 

 

 

Fall is in the air... 
I hope despite the smoke and the extreme temperatures this summer - you 
got to enjoy some time to connect with family and friends. The pandemic 
has affected many over the last year and half - and I don't know about you 
but I loved being able to hug some friends and clients once again. 
 
The pandemic has truly shifted what we think about home - how we use the 
space in our home, how important it is to have social connections and how 
we want to be connected in our community. Fall is a great time to reflect 
how your current home is working for you and if anything needs to change 

before winter. Do you need something closer to grocery stores so you don't need to drive far on 
winter roads? Do you need to minimize snow removal work to do around your home? Do you feel you 
have repairs to do to your home to ensure a safe winter? 
 
Before the snow flies, is a great time to evaluate what worked last winter for you and what didn't. Give 
yourself time to arrange snow removal services, tour possible living situations or make the repairs to 
your home you need to ensure your comfort this fall. I am always talking about planning in advance, 
so this month, focus on planning for your winter and how you will continue to be safe, be connected 
and be active.  
 
Stay healthy, stay kind and stay safe! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Jolyn Hall 

 

Contact Jolyn to arrange a Discovery Call or to 
book her services for a consultation to better 
understand your housing choices for aging well. 

Jolyn Hall, BScN, SRES, CRTS 
55+ Housing Navigator 
Owner, Edmonton55 
780-909-5377 or jolyn@edmonton55.com 
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Expression of Interest for the first fall meeting. 
There has been a lot of discussion about COVID and the first fall meeting of this season.  Some good.  
Some bad.  To best inform everyone who may indeed decide to attend, should it proceed, the 
following information was copied directly from the Alberta Governments website for your information. 

Should you have any questions regarding the proposed meeting, you may contact President Bruce 
Allen for details. 
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Editor’s note 
Good day everyone, 

I have made the decision that I can no longer produce this newsletter effective 
immediately.  This will be my last newsletter.  I have notified our president of my 
decision.  I have enjoyed my time publishing the VetsNews newsletter.  But things 
must change.  I wish everyone the best going forward.  I just know there’s someone 
out there that can do a better job than myself.  
Cheers 

                                             Bob 

 
Robert Stewart, Editor 


