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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
HAPPY NEW YEAR:
Christmas has come and gone, and I must say it was a noticeably quiet
holiday season. But we were able to watch the grandkids open their
presents via video conferencing! Thank God for technology. As we all
know, watching the kids at Christmas makes the holidays worth while.
All across the Country, people are now receiving the Covid Vaccine,
which is a true game changer for everyone. Hopefully, Alberta will coordinate the inoculation program to run smoothly so we can receive it by
Spring. Everyone is counting on it. Then we can begin the process of
getting back to normal as possible. I for one would like to get out of the
house and visit with friends and family again. We take our freedom for
granted when we have it, and now realize that freedom is very precious.
This is a time for new beginnings, and I hope that 2021 brings health and
prosperity to all of us. I always like to remember those who passed in the
previous year and think that we should all appreciate the little things in life.
Bruce Allen

I would like to acknowledge the passing of Sgt. Danny Tait (26209) on June 20, 2020. This was brought
to my attention by his widow Lauren, who contacted us just before Christmas with some questions
relating to disposal of old uniforms. Our condolences go out to Lauren and the family, may Danny’s
memory be a blessing.
S/M Collins advises that any old kit that needs to be disposed of, can be sent to her office in K Division.
The Sergeant Major office will go through the kit
to see if any special items can be reused, and the
remainder destroyed, as per policy.
Due to the mass homicide in Nova Scotia last
year, all requests for new items of kit for retired
members must be approved by her office before
being forwarded to Kit and Clothing in Ottawa.
This applies to retired members who have permission to wear red serge on special occasions.
The Helping Hands Program provides assistance to those Association members, who may need a hand
Our assistance of course is limited but we can provide:
•
•
•

Welfare checks-ins by telephone
Assistance with delivery of groceries, medications, mail pickup, or other personal items
Response to any questions you might have

If you do need help, or know of someone who does, please forward your information to me. I will
ensure someone will make contact. My email address is president@edmrcmpvets.ca We currently
have several of our members receiving a helping hand. We have no limit to the number of volunteers
willing to help out.
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On a positive note, I would like to congratulate Maria Chartrand of Stony Plain for
winning this years’ $100.00 early registration draw. This free draw is conducted every year, for those
people who pay their dues prior to the January 1st deadline. For those of you who have not paid your
dues yet, please do so asap. You can find the renewal instructions at:
http://www.edmrcmpvets.ca/Application.pdf
I know that this year will bring health and prosperity to everyone. Remember, we are all in this boat
together, and we are here to help each other.

Bruce Allen, President
780-460-5030

The C.O.’s Desk
It’s finally the start of a new year, which we have all been looking forward to after many unexpected
months of change. Our employees worked extremely hard to adapt and evolve in order to provide the
service our communities expect. The commitment and dedication to keep communities safe with a
focus on reducing crime, despite the circumstances, speaks to how strong and optimistic our teams
have been. We have much to look forward to ahead of us with many opportunities to continue to do
great police service for Albertans. Your continuing support of our organization is appreciated as we all
look forward to a safe and happy 2021.
RCMP Central Alberta District Crime Reduction Unit project
I’m proud of the work that our teams have done this past year. A few months ago, the Central Alberta
District Crime Reduction Unit (CAD CRU) conducted a successful 30-day project focused on removing
guns and drugs from the streets throughout rural central Alberta.
The project, dubbed ‘Project K CAD CDSA’, ran from October through November. The 7-person CAD
CRU was joined by 8 members of various area detachments who were seconded for the duration of the
project, as well as RCMP Police Dog Services and the Drug Undercover Street Team. Behind the scenes,
intelligence gathering (including Crime Stoppers tips) was the initial momentum that led to continued
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investigative techniques including; surveillance, undercover operations and the execution of several
search warrants.
Overall, the high volume project consisted of operations in Breton, Devon, Beaumont, Leduc,
Wetaskiwin, Ponoka and Blackfalds. Seven different residences were subject to search warrants, and
several arrests were made roadside as a result of strategic traffic stops.
The contraband seized included:
10 guns, three of which were
prohibited, over 500 grams of
methamphetamine, 130 grams of
fentanyl, 69 grams of heroin,
quantities of cannabis, cocaine,
hashish, and psilocybin, 30 cartons
of tobacco, a stolen UTV and utility
trailer, and a total of $7,887 in
cash.
I look forward to continuing our successful and substantial work with crime reduction throughout
2021.
Government of Canada invests $98.9M over five years for the RCMP
It is exciting to share news on new funding from the federal government that will impact our
operations here in a good way. New Integrated Money Laundering Investigative Teams (IMLITs) will be
created in British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, and Quebec, bringing together expertise from a variety of
agencies to address high-profile cases and advance money laundering and proceeds of crime (ML/POC)
investigations nation-wide. These new integrated teams will work collaboratively to identify, seize,
restrain, and forfeit illicit and unreported wealth accumulated by the highest level of organized crime.
The RCMP is also making investments in information
management/information technology, secure
communications, and data analytics to improve Federal
Policing operational and investigative capacities and
capabilities, including enhanced support for ML/POC
investigations. Investing in foundational technology will
help the RCMP to deliver effective services and address
the most serious threats to public safety and security.
Modernizing will enable the RCMP to process complex
data/digital evidence in a fraction of the time that it
takes using traditional methods. The RCMP remains
committed to working with all levels of domestic and international government and public and private
partners to share in the effort of combatting money laundering and protecting the economic integrity
of our country.
The $98.9M budget includes the support approximately 60 new full-time employees, 20 of whom will
work within the new Integrated Money Laundering Investigative Teams.
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National Impaired Driving Enforcement Day
National Impaired Driving Enforcement Day was on December 5 and Alberta RCMP removed 48
impaired drivers from our provincial roadways. In participation with the Canada-wide initiative, and in
an effort to promote safe, sober driving, members patrolled the highways targeting motorists under
the influence of drugs or alcohol.
Of the 48 impaired motorists, 26 drivers received
Immediate Roadside Sanction (IRS) FAILs, 10 received IRS
WARNs, and one refused to provide a roadside sample. As
well, seven drivers holding GDL licences were issued
suspensions and vehicle seizures due to having blood
alcohol concentrations greater than zero; four of these
individuals received suspensions for drug impairment.
In general, there was an extremely positive response from
communities during this event and many drivers expressed their gratitude for members being
proactive in removing impaired drivers from our roads.

Alberta RCMP launches Instagram to showcase positive stories
In order to connect with Albertans in a new capacity, the Alberta RCMP has launched an Instagram
account.
We are proud to serve all of the communities in our jurisdictions, both rural and urban, and I am proud
of the many employees who make our organization what it is today. Instagram will give us an
opportunity to showcase the great relationships we are privileged to be a part of, both on and off
duty.
There’s so much happening day-to-day in the
communities across Alberta that has such a
positive impact on not only the citizens we serve,
but our employees in all areas of our police
service. I’m happy to be able to share with
Albertans what our employees are involved with,
the passion they have to serve communities, and
to learn about how all levels of the Alberta RCMP
are working together with citizens to make their
communities resilient, safe and secure.
Followers can expect to see a continuation of
previous online campaigns and various stories about the locations that our employees call home. The
first post was live and featured a video showcasing our long history in Alberta, the beautiful sprawling
landscape where we are proud to work, and our partnerships throughout the province.
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The Alberta RCMP looks forward to connecting with all Albertans, including Veterans, in a variety of
ways to continue to hear thoughts and suggestions for Alberta’s policing needs.
As always, take care and stay healthy.
Curtis
Curtis Zablocki, M.O.M.
Deputy Commissioner
Commanding Officer “K” Division

This outstanding picture of Sherwood Park Detachment is by Jerry FORST. I am sending it along because I like
it and find it is a fine way to wish everyone a HAPPY 2021. I pray that it will be better than 2020.
Aggie and Joe COLLINSON
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In Memoria
A Tribute to Charles (Chuck) Corby: 1930 – 2020
Submitted By: Don Watson

I would like to extend my deepest condolences to the family of Charles “Chuck” Corby. To his
granddaughters, Nicole and Amber, please know that Chuck thought the world of you, and often talked
about how happy he was concerning your accomplishments. He was very proud of his girls and
beamed all over with the arrival of his first great grandson, Kylo, courtesy mother, Amber. He truly
loved you all.
Chuck also experienced great sorrow in his life with the passing of his wife, Valerie, his daughter
Valerie and son in-law, Ed.

I met Chuck in 1975 at work and together with Julian we become friends; we called ourselves the,
“Three Amigos”. Chuck was the glue that held us together. We often gathered for coffee at various
doughnut shops, and Chuck was always waiting for us, coffee ready sitting on the table and usually
with a doughnut! It took some careful planning to return his generosity.
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Chuck was a great “raconteur” and enjoyed talking about events in his life of which I will attempt to
relate.
He joined the Canadian Army, Lord Strathcona Horse, in 1948 served a 2-year stint then enlisted in the
RCAF where he enjoyed a 23-year career. Chuck had three different trades while in the RCAF. The first,
“Airframe Technician”, the second, “Aeroengine Technician” and the third, “Radar Technician Ground”.
He attained the maximum group level in each trade which was 3, and when commenting on his service
career he called himself a “Group 9 Tech”.
In 1973, Chuck retired from the military, joined the RCMP and after training became a Network
Controller on the newly formed CPIC system. Chuck was an Electronic Technician “par excellence”. As
he related to me, “he had a nose for trouble” when he successfully diagnosed a power supply problem
by the smell of burning components. The problem was quickly rectified with a minimum of computer
downtime; he informed me later that this act resulted in a promotion.
Chuck was humble in nature but possessed a very strong work ethic; he led by example. His attention
to detail was legendary, and he always thoroughly briefed his co - workers on equipment status. He
often arrived on duty well before his shift was to begin, thus allowing the person he was relieving to go
home early. A truly selfless example of his character.
Chuck had a fondness for the old RCAF days, especially on the hanger line working with Harvard
aircraft. One day he was able to relive those moments when he accompanied me on a flying lesson
(Harvard) in Wetaskiwin. Chuck was in his glory and as I remember, joked with the pilot, “if you have
any problems with the plane, I’ll fix it”. Chuck stayed on the ground and took several memorable
pictures of which I cherish.
After retiring from The RCMP in 1983 having served 10 years, Chuck became a Member of the RCMP
Veterans’ Association and received his 30-year pin award at a special ceremony in 2016; he expressed
his desire to give this award to his granddaughters.
Chuck retired to pension, completing 35 years of service in 1983, and for a few years later worked for
the Canadian Corps of Commissionaires in several locations in Edmonton.
The “Three Amigos” body count is now down to two, but we know Chuck is still with us in spirit, so the
“Three Amigos”, Chuck, Julian and Don will live on.

Rest in Peace Faithful and Loyal Friend
Per Ardua Ad Astra

Prediction: There will be a minor baby boom in nine months,
and then one day in 2033, we will witness the rise of the
QUARANTEENS.
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I would like to introduce Wilson Creek Retreat. A new private 6 stall campground in the Kootenays, for the
exclusive use of the RCMP, First Responders, military members and their families. It is under construction
offering fully powered stalls, and ready for the 2021 season. Water will be available through a well/hand
pump. Map, booking information, site plan and rates can be can be found at www.wilsoncreekretreat.ca

This is owned and operated by Ron and Krista Lyver. Ron is recently retired RCMP (K Division - Reg # 44163)
and served with PPCLI prior to joining the RCMP. Krista comes from a multi generation military family and
served in the Army Reserves as well as Municipal Policing. She is currently working at the Detachment in
Penticton.
We are very excited to offer a safe haven in a very scenic setting to members and their families. It is situated
right off Highway 6, north of the Village of New Denver and very close to Slocan Lake and Wilson Creek.
All bookings and inquiries are to be done through email at wilsoncreekretreat@gmail.com
Booking of the entire site for group functions is available.
Take care and stay safe.
Krista LYVER #196750
Watch Clerk
Penticton RCMP Detachment
1168 Main Street
Penticton, BC V2A 5E8
250-770-4729 (phone)
250-492-4851 (fax)
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From the RCMP Gift Shop
Thank you so much for your support over the last 9 months. The store
kept me very busy through November and December! Lots of curbside
pick-ups and shipping. This global pandemic was a tough one to
navigate! When we were forced to close our doors in the Spring, I was
so thankful I still had a job to come to, unlike so many others. It was a
safe place I could still feel productive while processing
online/telephone orders. Being able to come in evenings and
weekends allowed me to be home during the day, if needed, while
Amelia was doing her online schooling. I appreciate that you were
supportive of my decision to close the store to walk in customers over
the last few weeks, during what is normally our busiest time of year, in
order to make it safer for both myself and our customers. So, thank
you - I feel truly blessed.
Take care!
~Kim

What to do with “Old Kit”
Thanks for your question concerning the process for our Veterans and retired members returning of kit
Bruce.
We had discussed this process earlier this year nationally and anticipate that a more formal process
will be implemented in response to the tragic events in NS at some point however, there has not been
anything formal as of yet sent out. I will be sure to update you and all other Associations when I hear
more.
As for any kit and/or clothing you may have or that comes to your awareness, I welcome and
encourage this to come to me/my Unit so that we can properly and safely dispose of these items safely
and securely to avoid anything getting into the public realm and potentially being misused. Eg. through
donations or sale of uniform etc.
What we have instituted is this: any uniform/kit can be brought to me through the association (or
direct the family), I will review and if appropriate anything historic can be retained and reused
(perhaps displayed and noted the origin/member etc), and anything that does not meet that criteria
will then be properly destroyed locally with the assistance of Stores as per RCMP policies.
I am also including the updated ordering/acquiring of new kit for ceremonial purposes for retired
members/Veterans in the event that it can also assist the Association members.
Nationally, we have recently updated and made this process more robust to ensure both public and
police officer safety.
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Here is the process that we have instituted nationally. I would encourage you to share with your
Association:
For better management of distribution of replacement kit for retired members of the Force it was
agreed upon nationally by the Warrant Group on 2020-05-26 as the result of the what has transpired in
Nova Scotia to have the Warrants be the conduit to perform the appropriate checks whenever a
request is made. The National Warehouse will no longer issue any replacement kit unless otherwise
informed by the respective Warrant Officer and will refer any direct requests to the appropriate
Warrant(s).
Veterans
1. The retired member is to provide the Divisional Warrant Unit with a copy of their RCMP
veteran card and 1733 electronically. Please note that every member who resigns or retires is
entitled to an RCMP veteran card but is not necessarily part of the RCMP Veteran's Association.
Also, there may be some retired members who may not have received a veteran card. If this is
the case, have them provide their Regimental#, HRMIS#, and additional information for
verification such as date of retirement, Detachment/Unit and Division they retired from, their
engagement date and first posting/Division. Also, what kit items they wish to obtain.
2. Once this information is obtained via email to K Warrants Officers, the Warrant Unit will
contact Uniform and Equipment Program at the National Warehouse to inform them that the
retired member who is requesting replacement kit for ceremonial purposes is able to obtain
same.
3.
The National Warehouse will respond to ensure the requested items is on the list of approved
items, provide a cost amount to the retired member with a CC to the K Warrant Officers and
instructions for them to provide payment by way of a cheque made out to the Receiver General
of Canada. Once the payment has been sent to the National Warehouse and received, the
requested items will then be shipped out to the retired member concluding the process.
Hope that this helps Bruce. Please do not hesitate should you require any additional help or guidance,
Wishing you a good weekend too,
Leilani
L.A. (Leilani) COLLINS
Sergeant Major
Warrant Officer "K" Division
Office: (780)412-5803

The story of the Cypress Hills massacre
During the two years following the massacre of the Assiniboine’s in the Cypress Hills many versions of
that affair had gone the rounds. Some were highly exaggerated; Others were doubtless calculated to
give a wrong impression as to what just did occur. It was obvious that liquor had played a large part in
the outrage. Boiled down, there emerged an account built upon sworn statements and faithful
chronicles gleaned from white men and Assiniboine's- an account to which all intents and purposes
varied little from the truth.
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There was at the time, among hard bitten human elements of the border, no recognized international
boundary, and brigandage and defiance of law and order held sway.

In the fall of 1872, some traders from Benton built long shanties on Battle Creek in the Cypress Hills.
They wintered there and, in the spring, erected for small posts for the purpose of trading with the
Indians who frequented the locality. I. G. Baker and companies bowl team brought out the returns the
following spring, when two of the forts were abandoned, leaving two men, Able Farwell and Moses
Solomon, to continue the traffic.

Towards the end of 1872, about the time the leaves were falling in the wooded Bluffs along the Prairie
streams, a band of hunting Assiniboine’s, under chief Hunkajuka, or “little chief”, sought a winter
campsite. Far to the North, on the heels of the Buffalo masses, the nomadic wayfarers had gathered a
good supply of pemmican and dried meat. Men, women and children were happy; four in food, above
all things, lay the magic gift of life. Not far removed on the banks of the South Saskatchewan, a camp of
Crees - friends and allies of the Assiniboine’s - were already settled, and thither Hunkajuka decided to
repair. There would be festivity (inter-tribal gatherings of “friendlies” Had ever been conducive to
sociability); the interests of both camps would be well served, and the long months of cold would pass
amid many pleasantries.

During the early winter there was little reason for the complaint in the ascent of blame Creek camp.
The dusky tenants of the tapering lodges revelled in contentment. Security and plenty prevailed;
Festivities, whether rituals or carnivals of food so dear to Pagan hearts, followed one upon another. An
occasional Buffalo hunt replenished the fresh meat supply and tended to conserve the fast dwindling
pemmican and “jerky”. But soon the latter commodities were all but gone; Inborn prodigality Had
joined with all two free abandoned. Worse still, the Buffalo herds drew off to other parts. The
nightmare of famine be set by winter loomed as an imminent danger. Desperation fell upon the camp,
and quick decisions followed. Little chief bethought him of the Cypress Hills, many miles southward
across the white and Plains. It would be better to risk the rigors of such a journey than to stay and
starve. So, with gloomy forebodings, the Assiniboine’s bade their compatriot Crees farewell and turned
to a bitter task.

For weeks the hunger-scourged travelers trudged on. One by one the aged and decrepit dropped out
to die. Ponies and dogs were eaten, and as these dwindled, the tribulations of the squaws increased.
Buffalo skins, par-fleche containers, leather - all articles that offered barest sustenance - were turned
to account as food. Wherever old campsites were found, discarded bones were dug from the snow to
be crushed and boiled. Hunters ranged desperately to no avail, while ever closer and closer the grim
specter of famine trailed the struggling waifs. The cold bit to the marrow. The threat of death
confronted all. But at last the Cypress Hills county was reached. Camping in a sheltered vale close to
Farwell's and Solomon's posts, the exhausted band, having lost some 30 lives, slowly recovered from
its recent ordeal. Buffalo were numerous; Smaller game abounded about the coolies and brush clad
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slopes. Though helpless to travel farther without more ponies, the Assiniboine remnant, released from
its bondage of cold and hunger, reverted to the normal activities of tribal life. Spring was at hand; Buds
were now swelling on the Aspen trees.

Meanwhile are related episode was being enacted far below the boundary.

South of Farwell’s post, a matter of 100 miles or more, in Montana, there lies another hilly outcropping
- the Bear Paw Mountains. Working out from here, a small gang of “wolfers” from Benton had spent
the winter trapping and poisoning the thick-coated harpies that trailed the Buffalo herds. April the
historic year 1870 three had come, and the members of the party- all seasoned and unscrupulous
frontiersman- had picked up and were on the move. Mostly they were men who lived hard, shot hard
and, when opportunity offered, drank hard “Montana Redeye”, the principle medium of border trade
and barter. Their horses loaded with Wolf pelts, they struck for Benton to cash in and indulge in such
attractions as they craved. At the Teton River, 10 miles from their destination, a last camp was made,
and here while all slept, a band of Canadian Crees accompanied by Some 80s, ran off some twenty
horses. Arrived at Benton, the mad and dupes, doubtlessly abetted by much liquor. Planned a swift
revenge. A punitive expedition of about a dozen desperados, including the wolfers, well mounted and
under the leadership of a one-time Montana Sheriff, Tom Hardwick, a man of unsavoury reputation,
was forthwith pledged to recover or replacement of the stolen stock and to the fullest possible
accounting in redskin blood. At that Teton the trail of the Cree raiders was picked up and followed,
only to be lost some miles to the North. Nevertheless, resolved to lose their venom upon Indian flesh,
the potential murderers pushed on.

Farwell's post was the larger of the two on the Battle Creek. It stood close to the west bank, free for
some distance from surrounding trees, and consisted of several buildings protected by a stockade.
Solomon's was almost directly opposite, about 500 feet away, on the east side of the creek, the outer
walls of his log buildings forming most of the stockade, which contained at least one small bastion. The
Assiniboine camp under Little Chief lay on rising ground a short distance southeast of Solomon’s.

Solomon, commonly known as “Clubfoot Tony”, was of a type that fitted in with just such men as those
under Hardwick. Farwell was a better sort, loose in some respects but imbued with honor in his
dealings, a man of good frontier principles. He was known to treat the Indians decently in trade; he
seldom displayed the reckless tactics common to the average “borderman”, but if circumstances
warranted, he could turn to gunplay an all the stratagems of the desperado.

While Hardwick and his co-searchers were casting northward, all was not peaceful in and about the
diminutive trading posts in the Cypress Hills, nor in the Indian camps nearby. From time immemorial
the place had been a general battleground of warring tribes, and more recently the scene of bitter
hatreds engendered by the whiskey trade. Horse stealing and spontaneous killings were confined to
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neither side. Testimony criss-crossed and becomes entangled in every attempt to lift the veil from the
utter depravity attendant upon the first trading incursions from Benton to this historic spot; records
left by one side contradict those of the other; details are muddled in keeping with the drunken brawls
and liquor crazed homicides staged by whites and Indians alike.

In addition to little Chiefs followers, who devoid Of food had run the long gauntlet of the winter Plains,
several bands of the same tribe were encamped in and about the Hills, principally one under Chief
Minashinayen, who had wintered in one of the many sheltered coulees, and who had lost a number of
ponies to enemy raiders. None of these Indians had been south of the boundary during the winter.
With each and every camp the whiskey traders had traded briskly and profitably in Buffalo robes and
furs; but with the first days of spring, most of the camps began to move to summer haunts. 13 lodges
of Wood Mountain Assiniboine’s had recently drifted in from the east and joined Little Chief’s camp,
doubtless attracted by the presence of the traders. There were now some 40 or 50 lodges under Little
Chief. Battle Creek, bordered with brush, curved nearby, and with water and wood close at hand, with
game plentiful in and about the hills, and commodities available at the trading post, the Assiniboine’s
were happy.

10 days previous to the arrival of little Chiefs banned from its painful trek, a story had become current
that three horses had been stolen from the trading posts bypassing Indians. Perhaps they had strayed,
as the gates had been left open. In any case, liquor was flowing aplenty, and George Hammond, the
reputed owner of the two horses, who had wintered at Farwell’s post but who was seemingly a loose
member of the Benton gang, had worked himself into a frenzy. He swore vengeance upon all Indians in
the neighborhood, though little Chiefs Indians, who had consumed or worn out all but five of their own
mounts, had picked up one of Hammond's missing horses on the way in and returned it to its owner.

On a quiet evening in the budding month of May 1873, Tom Hardwick with part of his gang rode into
the Valley and made camp in a coulee North of Farwell’s post, far enough removed from the Indian
camp to escape much attention. Soon there was drinking and wild revelry. Boastful threats were made
of how it was proposed to make amends for the loss of the horses on that eaten. There was much
visiting back and forth between the two posts. Inside Solomon’s the lid was off!

Next morning when the rest of Hardwick’s men arrived, the gang renewed its drinking and grew more
boastful. Farwell and a few others kept their heads, but Moses Solomon joined freely in the festivities.
Meantime two kegs of liquor had found their way gratuitously to the Assiniboine camp. Then someone
at Farwell's post, doubtless in his cups, turned the horses out, and soon afterwards Hammond
announced in whiskey sod and expletives that his horse, returned to him only the day before by little
chief, had again been stolen - by the very Assiniboine who had brought it in. Farwell argued otherwise
and offered to have two horses from the Indian camp delivered to the complaining Hammond, backing
his word by striking out across the Creek for that purpose. Little chief readily complied with the
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request, offering two horses as security. He sent out some young Indians to search for the missing
animal, which was found quietly grazing on a nearby slope.

At about noon, while Farwell talked to the chief, several of the Benton gang called to the trader to get
out of the way. Well-fortified by liquor they were obviously out to kill! Startled, Farwell shouted back
that if they fired, he would fight with the Indians. He urged the gunmen to hold off until he went to the
post for his interpreter, Alex Lebombarde, so that both sides might talk the matter over. Barely had he
left, however, when shots Rang out. Sheltered by the brush along the stream, Hardwick and his men
had taken up positions close to Little Chief’s camp.

As to what followed, falsehoods sprang from the guilty, exaggerations from onlookers. Seemingly the
truth was that many of the Assiniboine’s were hopelessly drunk, thanks to the liquor proposedly
bestowed upon them, and that few of them were in condition to offer resistance. The chief of the
Wood Mountain band, which had recently been added to the camp lay helpless. Little Chief and the
few who were sober, notably the squaws, having sensed imminent trouble, strove frantically to bring
the helpless warriors to their wits. The first shots fired may have been from one or more of these,
though it is likely that the ammunition was woefully meager in the Indian camp.

No matter the nature of the preliminaries, bloodshed to a certainty was close at hand. Murder, cold
blooded, be sorted, and under the circumstances particularly merciless and ghastly, was inescapable.
Little Chiefs people assuredly had no part in the horse theft on the Teton. They had committed no
greater evil than to drink the white man's poison. But in the minds of the Benton gang, the fact that
they were Indians was sufficient.

That may afternoon saw stark tragedy on Battle Creek. Life in the Cypress Hills was functioning true to
form; but utter savagery had of a sudden been confronted by a wave of civilization more savage still.
Blood lust rendered wild and determined by copious drinking, must needs vent itself - and the
Assiniboine’s had offered the looked-for opportunity. On no account would Benton gossip have
grounds for ridicule. The horse theft on a Teton, even if restitution were not forthcoming, would be
well and truly avenged by unerring triggers - Indians must pay. Premeditated murder on the part of the
Hardwick, Hammond and their satellites, had been proven. Had the gangsters not deliberately taken up
commanding positions, it might have been said that the affair which followed occurred on the spur of
the moment. Hardwick lined up his gunman - George Hammond, John Evans, Trevanion Hale, Charlie
Harper, James Hughes, Sam Vincent, Ed Grace, Jeff Devereaux, John C Duvall, Moses Solomon and to
halfbreeds. Two others George M Bell and philander Vogel, were assigned to guard Solomon’s post
from the roof of which shots were fired. A galling fire was poured upon the Assiniboine men, women
and children. Pandemonium reigned among the lodges. To the credit of little chief and the few men he
could muster for defence, several fuel tile attempts were made to dislodge the murderers by
courageously charging the Creek band. But each sortie was repulsed by an unerring storm of bullets.
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Their position desperate with dead and wounded piling up, the Assiniboine’s fled, some towards the
White Mud Cooley to the East, others southward through the brush. Tom Hardwick and John Evans
raced to Solomon’s post, mounted their horses, which had been saddled ready for the purpose, and
attempted to outflank the fleeing Indians. They rode furiously towards a high ridge to the north which
commanded a full view of the Cooley, and from this high level showered a deadly fire upon them. Little
Chief managed to outflank the flankers, forcing them back to a high Cut Bank directly north-west of
Solomon’s. Ed Grace, on foot, attempted to follow them by cutting across directly east or south of the
camp, and was shot through the heart by an Indian who a moment later was intern shot and killed.
And so, the massacre preceded. Hardwick and Evans eventually drew in from their position, killing
Indians by sharp shooting wherever they appeared.

The Assiniboine’s were murdered, routed or scattered to the winds. Finally, the camp was charged but
none save 3 wounded men, who were promptly dispatched, and several terror-stricken squaws
remained. According to the story handed down by the Indians, two or more of the unfortunate women
were taken to Solomon’s, there to face a night of drunken bestiality and outrage.

Next morning the Assiniboine lodges were rifled of their meager valuables and these with all the Indian
equipment were set on fire. Two horses were found and probably claimed by Hammond. Dead bodies
lay everywhere, but the number killed was never known. Many victims grievously wounded, had been
dragged away by the survivors. A ghastly reminder of the outrage was Little Chiefs head on a lodgepole
high above the smoldering camp. The one dead white Ed Grace was buried beneath the floor of
Solomon’s post, which was burned down. With that the gang vaulted to their saddles and set out for
Benton.

Able Farwell apparently lingered on for some time at his trading post on Battle Creek, but eventually
turned his back upon the locality and returned to Benton, his little cluster of buildings being committed
to the flames either by his own hand or others.

(In 1875 Farwell was a star witness for the prosecution at the extradition trial of several of the
Hardwick gang, held in Helena, Montana. That same year he was also taken to Winnipeg as a witness
against several of the alleged murderers who were arrested in Canada. After that, he was appointed
mail carrier for the North West Mounted Police, between Benton and Fort MacLeod, but subsequently
re engaged in the Indian trade at a small post he erected on a what became known as Farwell’s Creek,
some distance to the north east of Fort Walsh and far enough from the Montana boundary to be
comparatively safe from the many threats of death which were directed his way for having given
evidence against the Hardwick gang.)
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The First Great Aussie Political Yarn
Captain Arthur Phillips was in a pensive mood as he sat on an exposed granite outcrop, looking over
the Placid waters of Sydney Cove. One of his senior officers, Lieutenant Nigel Groyne, walked slowly Up
to see where our first governor was sitting and stood quietly beside him, sharing his reverie. Finally,
the governor spoke.
‘Y’know, Groyne, fate plays strange tricks with we mere mortals.’
‘If you say so, Sir.’
‘I do, Groyne, I do’
They shared another moments silence.
‘D’you realize, Groyne, That I never sought this position as governor of the colony of New South Wales?’
‘No. I didn’t, Sir.’
‘Well it’s true … or sort of.’ Replied Phillip with a sigh. ‘At least, I never wanted to be Governor of a
penal colony.’
‘You don’t say so, Sir.’
‘I do, Groyne. I do. Y’see, Lieutenant, I'm a simple man. The navy's been my life, but, really, I wanted
more than it could offer me.’
‘And what was it you wanted, Sir?’
‘You might think it strange, Groyne, after all those years at sea, but, deep down, all I ever wanted to do
was grow things. I love the soil. I love plants. I love putting things in the ground and watching them
germinate and grow.’
‘Do you, Sir.’
‘I do Groyne, I do. And when His Majesty asked me to come all the way over here and start a colony, I
jumped at the chance. You see, originally, he wanted me to establish an agricultural commune.’
‘Did he, Sir.’
‘Oh yes Groyne, he did. He told me no expense was too great. Anything I needed to establish my little
farming colony; I could have. So, I put in an official requisition for the supplies I needed.’
‘And what did you need, Sir.’
‘Agricultural implements, Groyne. The tools for planting an collecting our harvest. I asked for 200 hoes
and 800 wicker baskets. But you know what the public service is like. They buggered it up.’
‘How’s that, Sir.’
‘They sent me 200 whores and 800 wicked bastards!’
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Membership Dues
A lot of people understand the RCMP Veterans’ Association is for Regular Members alone. Untrue! We
are open to all RCMP employees currently serving, retired and widows; RM, PS, CM and the like. If you
are not a member of the Edmonton Veterans’ Association, you should be! You may attend any general
dinner meeting as a member’s guest without becoming a member. Or, if you are not a member and are
currently employed, you may join as an Associate Member at no cost and enjoy the mission. It’s up to
you to take that first step into a larger family of friends.
Membership Dues remain today at $50.00 annually. To pay your dues, you may do one of the following;
1. Create a personalized cheque or money order payable to the Edmonton RCMP Veterans’
Association and mail it to; Tom BURKETT, 77 Foxboro Link, Sherwood Park, Alberta, T8A 6N9 or
2. Internet banking via email address to dues@edmrcmpvets.ca The security question is as follows:
Where is K Division? The appropriate answer is; Alberta.

If you are a new member and you use E transfer, please email your application to Tom BURKETT
viflyguy@shaw.ca If you have questions about dues, call Tom at (587) 269-4550.
It is your responsibility is to pay your membership dues before the end of January. If your
regimental/employee number appears below, your annual membership dues have not been received.
Please review the list below to ensure you are NOT on the list of defaulters.

Unpaid Dues
17238

Paid

Paid

Paid

28223

Paid

Paid

58800

(Correct to 2021-01-04)

Remember!
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When Change Happens
We all go through changes from time to time.
If any of your contact details change, please notify Tom Burkett ASAP.
Tom’s contact details are viflyguy@shaw.ca or (587) 269-4550

Contact
If you wish to contact a member of the Edmonton Veterans’ Association, you can
do so by sending an email to: President@edmrcmpvets.ca

If you wish to contact the editor of the newsletter, to pass on information of any kind for
inclusion in the newsletter, you can email the editor at: VetsNews@shaw.ca.
Editor: Rob Stewart

“Meet the Dyck Insurance team, offering discounted Insurance rates for RCMP Vets. Call them at 1.800.665.6152
(www.dyckinsurance.ca) to answer your insurance needs”.
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