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2019 November 

The holidays are upon us. 
Don’t make us,  

have to remember you! 
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Everyone is well aware of World War I and the members of the NWMP who formed the first Provo Corps in the 
Canadian Military.  The above images are of two unique postcards, made in France during WW1 and sent 
home to a loved one here in Canada.  The hand stitched cards are 3.5 x 5.5 inches with a silk type material 
insert.  The second one very cleverly holds a small card, within the silk type material envelop, with a sweet 
sentiment inscribed on it.  Both of these are now one hundred years old.  The impact of conflict never really 

leaves us.  Mementos such as these, keep the memories of our loved ones, who went to war on our behalf, alive! 
 

Cover 
 

The image on the cover is staged – of course!  However, under the mask is our Vice President Bruce Allen.  He 
was kind enough to pose for the photo of his Halloween costume, at the last general meeting of the Edmonton 
Veterans Association membership.  Thanks Bruce! 
 
 

Presidents Corner 
 
Our October dinner meeting was very well attended with over 85 people.  
Hallowe’en was our theme with approximately 30 people attired in a wide 
variety of creative costumes.  Costumes were judged in several categories 
with almost everyone winning a prize or consolation prize. 
 
Many thanks and Congratulations go out to all whom came in costume.  
You all added to the fun of the evening.  This was the largest number of 
costumes we have had at our October meetings so far and we hope to have 
even more participants next year.     
 
We much appreciated the help of our volunteer Judges of the costumes.  
Thanks go out to Norma Dunlop, Cathy Copeland, and Bob Copeland 
for their difficult job of choosing the winners in each category. 
 
For a more serious portion of our 
meeting, Past President, Kees Kikkert 
gave a presentation on the 

Columbarium from the initiation 7 years ago to the formal 
Dedication on October 23, 2019.   
 
The Columbarium is situated in the RCMP Cemetery located within 
the City of Ft. Saskatchewan Cemetery.   With the assistance of 
Bob Stewart, an excellent slide presentation was shown on the 
complete physical process of the installation of the Columbarium.   
 
A huge “Thank You” goes out to Joe Collinson whom initiated the 
project and to Kees Kikkert whom took up the torch from Joe.  
These two gentlemen volunteered innumerable hours of volunteer 
time to bring this project to fruition.   
 
To all those involved in the project, from the RCMP, we also wish to thank you, especially Kevin 
McGillivray and Leilani Collins, whom worked hand in hand with the Edmonton Veterans’ 
Association to bring this Columbarium to a successful completion.  Further information will be 
published very soon as to the process required for obtaining a niche in the Columbarium.   

 
Jerry Plastow 

 
Kees Kikkert 
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On Monday, Nov. 11, 2019, there will be a Remembrance Day ceremony 
held at the Butterdome.  All RCMP Veterans and their families are welcome to attend.  All 
those planning to parade, please arrive by 10:15 A.M. at the ground level of the Butterdome for 
assembly.  Following the ceremony, all Veterans and families are invited to HMCS 
NONSUCH, for light refreshments.   
 

 
 
Our next dinner meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at the Woodvale Community 
Facility at the Millwoods Golf Course.  NOTE: This will be our AGM to elect 4 positions for the 
Executive (President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer).   If you have any nominations for 
any of the these positions, or you are interested as being a nominee, please contact Kees Kikkert.   
 
The Edmonton Veterans’ Division 2020 Budget will be presented at the November meeting for approval 
by the Membership.   The proposed budget is published as follows.  
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Some minor updates to the Division’s Operational Manual will be 
presented as well at this meeting.  You can review the Division 
Manual at the following link http://www.rcmpgiftshop.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/Edmonton-Division-Manual-2019-10-
24.pdf   
 
Our theme for the November meeting will be “Pre-Christmas” with 
a contest for the “ugliest” Christmas sweater to add to the fun of 
the evening.  There will be prizes for the 5 ugliest sweaters!    
 
On Monday, Dec 16, 2019, our annual Christmas Dinner and 
Silent Auction will be held.  There will be ample room to bring 
guests.  Please contact me to register for this evening with the 
number in your party, including their names, so we may arrange 
ample seating for your group.   
 
REGISTRATION:  Please contact Jerry at jplastow@shaw.ca (that’s a small J, for Jerry), or 
phone 780-460-8661.  
 
 
Donated items for the Silent Auction are welcomed.  They may be dropped off at 
my residence (20 Apple Place, St Albert) or arrangements can be made for pick up, if required.  
Special Note: Please include an approximate value of your item(s) and a brief description as that is 
very helpful for the bid sheets and setup on the day of the auction.  Please use my contact 
information above.  

 
Ugly Sweater Contest 
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The silent auction is used to raise funds for the purchase of food hampers 

that will be “hand delivered” by the Edmonton Vets to less fortunate 
families in the Edmonton Division region. 

You can really help this effort work for others! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

August 8th to 
November 11th, 
1918 – that came to 
be known as 
"Canada's 
Hundred Days".   
 
619,636 Canadians 
enlisted with the 
Canadian 
Expeditionary Force 
during the war, and 
approximately 
424,000 served 
overseas. Of these 
men and women, 
59,544 members of 
the CEF died during 
the war, 51,748 of 
them as a result of 
enemy action. 
172,000 were 
wounded.  
Many more returned 
home broken in 
mind and body.  
The small colony of 
Newfoundland 
suffered 1,305  
killed and several 
thousand wounded. 
 
We shall 
remember them, 
November 11th at 
11AM.  1919 was 
the first 
Remembrance Day 
year.  2019 will not 
be the last! 
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Commanding Officer’s Comments 
 

Alberta RCMP dedicate a columbarium to honour the memories of our members 
 

I was honoured to join fellow RCMP members, veterans and guests who took part in a 
dedication of a new 96 niche columbarium at the Fort Saskatchewan Cemetery on October 25. 

 
The Edmonton Veterans’ Association was an important partner in the installation of this 
columbarium, choosing Fort Saskatchewan for its historical link to the storied Great March 
West. 
 
Maintaining our traditions and honouring those who have passed is important work. This 
columbarium will provide a final resting place for our members as well as a beautiful and 
meaningful place for quiet reflection. 
 
Other RCMP columbaria across Canada are located at the Beechwood National Memorial 
Cemetery in Ottawa and the RCMP Depot Cemetery in Regina. 

 
Parkland RCMP welcome the public to the new detachment  
 

On October 11, community leaders and employees of the Parkland RCMP invited members of 
the public to a grand opening event at the newly built detachment.  
 
The detachment has consolidated employees from the previous Stony Plain and Spruce Grove 
detachments along with Traffic Services, formerly located in Edmonton and Evansburg, Alberta. 
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The municipally funded building is 4,665 square metres, houses roughly 160 employees and 
cost approximately $22 million to build. The previous Stony Plain RCMP detachment will be 
disposed of by selling the building to a third party following an environmental assessment and 
appraisal. The Spruce Grove RCMP detachment is owned by the municipality and will remain 
with them. We will maintain the lease with the Enoch RCMP detachment as an outreach office 
for the community. 

 
Earlier this spring, the Stony Plain/Spruce Grove/Enoch RCMP officially changed its detachment 
name to Parkland RCMP in advance of the new detachment opening. 

 
New “K” Division office of Action, Innovation and Modernization (AIM) has been created 

 
As the RCMP moves towards its 150th anniversary in 2023, each division is looking for ways to 
support the Force-wide initiative Vision150. By building on the positive aspects of our traditions 
and culture, and advancing innovation across the RCMP, Vision150 will help position the RCMP 
for the future.  
 
“K” Division is continually looking for ways to 
transform and modernize the RCMP in Alberta. 
In support of the objectives of Vison150 across 
Canada and here in Alberta, “K” Division created 
the office of Action, Innovation and 
Modernization (AIM). 
 
The AIM office will work to identify projects that 
are already underway and support further 
innovation. The “K” Division AIM team will do 
this work across all four pillars of Vision150 – 
our people, our culture, our stewardship and 
our police services.  

 

 
Supt. Brian Jones 



 10 

 
When speaking about the work of the AIM office, Superintendent Brian Jones said, “innovation 
is not limited to Vision150. “K” Division is already being innovative in a number of important 
areas. I am looking forward to promoting existing, promising concepts and helping to identify 
and support new ones.”  
 
Take care, stay safe. 

 
Curtis Zablocki, M.O.M. 
Deputy Commissioner  
Commanding Officer “K” Division 

 
 

Executive Meeting Minutes 
 

Members Present: Jerry Plastow, Bruce Allen, Kees Kikkert, Linda Plomp, Tom Dunlop, Joe Collinson, 
Bob Stewart, Elaine Schnepf, Nick Taylor, Neal Stanley, Roger Goulet, Tom & Denise Burkett, and Bob 
Bacchus. 
 
Absent with regret: Barry Callbeck, Jim Medley, S/M Leilani Collins, Randy Montgomery, Eric Lafoy 

 
Kees Kikkert, Acting Secretary:   

• Moved the minutes from our previous Executive meeting in September be adopted as 
published, seconded by Bob Bacchus, carried. 

 
Gerald Plastow, President: 

• Correspondence received from Steve Walker, Veterans’ Association National President 
regarding hosting the 2024 AGM.  Mr. Walker advised, in relation to Edmonton's interest in 
hosting the AGM in 2024 there are two options,  

a) there is a Modified AGM where the Division assistance cost model consists of “an” 
evening reception and AGM + dinner.  The organizational financial risk remains with the 
National Board.   

b) There is also a Traditional Division Hosted AGM which is all weekend, such as Regina 
next year; and all organizational risk stays with the hosting Division.   

After discussion, the Executive felt the Modified AGM would be best; National will be advised 
accordingly and we should hear back in due course.    
 

• Oct. 22, 2019 – The RESPECT Forum was held at the Jefferson Armoury.  Those in attendance 
were from various occupations with one basic theme, TO HELP OTHERS IN NEED dealing with 
PTSD and other related illnesses.  6 partner groups were formed to assist in working out how 
expertise in the room could be shared to help others.  
Link http://respectcanada.org/pages/mandate.html  

 
• Jerry has asked Kees to do up an article outlining the History behind the eventual purchase of 

Columbarium by the Force.  Once done and reviewed, it will be forwarded to the National 
Office requesting it’s fan out nationally.  This is an excellent way to nationally promote our 
Division in a positive way. 
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• Vancouver Veterans are working with the RCMP in Vancouver’s Lower mainland on a mentoring 

program to help/assist working members.  In discussion with S/M Leilani Collins, the Force here 
at K Division H.Q. is very interested in something like this for K Division.  Further discussion will 
be taking place.  See MENTORING below. 

 
Correspondence: 

• Thank You from Organizers for the donation to the Festival of Trees.  They advised viewing of all 
auction items can be seen online:   https://www.32auctions.com/FOTluncheon2019  

 
Old Business: 

• Shirts for Veteran volunteers.   Jerry advised “T” shirts with screened crest were $18.00 or a golf 
shirt with embroidered crests were $48.00.  All agreed a dark blue would be the best with the 
RCMP Veterans’ Association Crest, with Edmonton Division below the crest.  This matter will be 
further reported on next Executive Meeting.   

• “Pillars of the Force” Plaque Update:  An e-mail from Ken Taylor, President, Lethbridge Div. 
Recommend an 8x8 brick at a cost of $500.00, $100 from each Alberta Division.  Joe Collinson 
moved Edmonton Division go in with the other Division and send $100 to Lethbridge Division 
who will take are of ordering the brick, seconded by Nick Taylor, carried. 

 
Bruce Allen, Vice President: 

• On the 7th October, Bruce, Bob and Jerry, attended the Gift Shop meeting.  Kim Bechtold, Gift 
Shop Manager, presented a summary of the sales the Gift Shop experienced as result of the 
Musical Ride being in Alberta this summer.  A profit share arrangement approved by the 
Executive was made earlier this year on Kim’s advice.  As result the following locations will 
receive payments of 50% of the profits and Gift Shop will provide reimbursement to our 
Division.  

§ BADAS, Beaumont AB  
§ Three Hills Elks, Three Hills AB  
§ Westlock & District Agricultural Society, Westlock AB  
§ West Country Family Service Association, Rocky Mountain House  
§ Peace Regional Victim Services, Peace River AB  
§ Kinsmen Club of Stony Plain, Stony Plain AB 

 
• Bruce advised amendments to the Edmonton Division Operational Manual have been made to 

bring it up-to date.  The Operational Manual is displayed at http://www.rcmpgiftshop.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/Edmonton-Division-Manual-2019-10-24.pdf  Changes made to the 
manual are displayed in red for all to view.  Approval for the changes will be brought forward at 
November Dinner meeting for approval. 

• The 2020 Divisional Budget was discussed and will be included the November Newsletter and 
brought forward at the November Dinner Meeting for approval.   

  
Elaine Schnepf, Boost Coordinator: 

• Elaine advised many Boost Cards were sent out and, as result, she has received phone calls of 
thanks and thank-you cards from recipients.  In particular, Elaine mentioned Ray Cory’s thank-
you card and letter where he indicates his appreciation and the value of this program to its 
members and the Association. 
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Kees Kikkert, Past President: 

• As the Division Advocate, Kees brought up the fact the Legion Service Officers across the 
country provide an invaluable service to retired and serving members of the Force.  
https://www.legion.ca/support-for-veterans/contact-a-service-officer  The funding for the 
Service Officers comes from The Poppy Fund, which is a nationally registered charity.   The 
RCMP does not, at this time, provide this level of service to our members.  Kees suggested 
Edmonton Division possibly consider donating to the Poppy Fund in appreciation for the work 
of the Service Officers.  After discussing the matter, this matter was adjourned to the next 
Executive Meeting to give Kees some time to research this topic and provide more information.   

• A request was received from Charlene Andrews, Manager of the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 
#27, Fort Saskatchewan, to have an RCMP Veteran present on Thursday, 7th November at 11 am 
at the RCMP Cemetery.  Nick Taylor will be attending. 

• Grave Inspections.  This topic was discussed at the meeting last August with the CO K Division 
when all Alberta Veteran Divisions were represented.  The possibility of some grave inspections 
being conducted by Veterans was brought forward.  This will require further discussion with the 
other Alberta Veteran Divisions.  Kees will make inquiries with Red Deer, Calgary, Cypress Hills 
and Lethbridge Divisions and report back to the Executive on a later date.   

 
Neal Stanley, Director: 

• Neal advised he and Ross Hogg will be attending a meeting on 1st November with respect to the 
Remembrance Day parade at the Butterdome on Monday, Nov 11, 2019.   

• Neal also advised, once the parade is done, all RCMP members and Veterans, including family 
members and those who may not have marched, are again invited to HMCS Nonsuch, 11807 
Kingsway NW, Edmonton, for refreshments and lunch.   
 

Bob Stewart, Director:  
• Bob advised he had to deal with some virus issues on our Gift Shop Website.  They first 

appeared to have been associated with our older Vet Website, but all problems have now been 
resolved. 

 
Tom Burkett, Membership Director: 

• Tom advised the following New Applications and Transfers In:  Associate Members:  Ruth Forst, 
Monica Allen and Margaret Hawkins.  Active Members: Pierrce Lemonde and Paul Sowers, both 
transferred in from New Brunswick Division.   

• Tom advises he will check with National for the proper method of handling new membership 
applications received late in the year. 

 
Nick Taylor, Director, Valour Place contact: 

• Nick advises volunteers are needed for Valour Place Casino at Rogers Place on Saturday and 
Sunday, Feb. 22 & Feb. 23, 2020.  Shifts are:  9:30 am to 7:00 pm and 6:30 pm to 3:00 am.  
Anyone wanting to volunteer contact Nick at taylortx@hotmail.ca or 780-973-9188.  Free 
parking will be provided along with a meal.  A message will be sent out on this at a later date.  

 
Next Executive Meeting - Thursday, Nov. 21, 2019 at 10 A.M. - Woodvale Community Facility  
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General Meeting Minutes 
 

Jerry brought the meeting to order at 7:45 pm 
 
Kees Kikkert, Acting Secretary: 

Kees moved the minutes of the June 2019 General Meeting as published in the September 
Newsletter be approved, seconded by Joe Collinson, carried.   

 
Jerry Plastow, President:  

Jerry advised that on November 8th, Malcolm Tweddle School in the Millwoods area is looking 
for a speaker to discuss the importance of Remembrance Day for 5 to 10 minutes to classes 
from K to 6.  Jerry asked, if anyone is in volunteering for this challenge, please talk to him after 
the meeting. 

 
Bruce Allen, Vice President:  

Bruce advised that Edmonton Divisions Division manual has been amended to bring it up to 
date.  Part 17, 18B and 20 have been added or modified. The manual has been added to the 
Gift Shop website.  Changes made are in red. 
 
Bruce also advised the 2020 Budget will also be included in the November Newsletter and 
voted on next month for approval. 
 

Tom Burkett, Membership: 
Tom read the names of new applicants and handed out pins for service pins:  
Associate member: Ruth Forst, Monica Allen and Margaret Hawkins.   
Active member: Pierrce Lemonde and Paul Sowers, both transferred in from New Brunswick 
Division. 
Service Pins:  Bruce Lloy 5, 10, 15-year bar, Bill Patton, 25-year bar.  

 
 

President Jerry Plastow thanked everyone for their attendance and reminded everyone the November 
26th, 2019 meeting is Edmonton Division’s yearly AGM for Election of the Executive Officer positions 
and the items mentioned by Bruce; the Division Manual and 2020 Budget.   
 
Meeting adjourned 8:50 pm 

 
 
 

 
Bruce Lloy 

 
            Bill Patton 
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Halloween Meeting Photos 
 
Members of the Edmonton RCMP Veterans’ Association dressed up for our yearly Halloween Party.  Here are 

some of the photos from that night.  Enjoy! 
 

 
The a/n crew, led by Nick Taylor on the far right of the photo, are the Edmonton RCMP Veterans and spouses 
who all worked the Walk for Valour registration desk.  Without these individuals, the Walk for Valour would 

have been challenged to get out of the gate.  Thank you all for giving of your time, your service and your 
assistance to the cause! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   



 15 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Menu 
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Follow the money! 
 
Of the Halloween Night festivities, there were three very special 
individuals that have made a significant difference in the 
Division’s altruistic efforts.  The most significant item was the 
Columbarium Project that recently came to fruition through the 
work of our members and Mavis Callihoo, K Division H.Q.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Our RCMP Gift Shop at ‘K’ Division H.Q., is managed by Kim Bechtold with the tireless assistance of 
Tanya Jewel.  This awesome duo has changed and enhanced the purchasing experience for customers 
at the Giftshop and beyond.  It is truly a reflection of their wonderful personalities.  All profits made by 
these two persons are cycled back into our community at large to do the things we do.  The recent 
RCMP Musical Ride in Stoney Plain for example, was a big winner. 

 

 
2019 RCMP Musical Ride @ Stoney Plain Alberta 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mavis Callihoo 

 
Kim Bechtold 

 
Tanya Jewel 
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- Nov. 26, 2019 meeting details – 

Meet and Greet starts @ 5:30PM with supper @ 6:30PM 

Location: 4540 50 St NW, Edmonton, AB T6L 6B6 
 
 
 

 
Please contact Malcolm Mitchell - malcomm3@hotmail.com or phone 780-718-9681 for registration.  

  
 
  

- December 16th, 2019 meeting details - 
Meet and Greet starts @ 5:30PM with supper @ 6:30PM 

Location: 4540 50 St NW, Edmonton, AB T6L 6B6 
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Please contact Jerry Plastow - jplastow@shaw.ca or call him at 780-460-8661 for registration. 
Please advise the number of your guests, with their names for table seating for your group. 

 
Christmas is all about giving.  Each year we hold a silent auction.  The proceeds of the auction go towards the 
purchase of Christmas hampers for families identified to us by Detachment members in our Division that have 
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fallen on hard times.  Working with those Detachment members, who have gone the extra mile in their 
communities, we deliver that shining star that hopefully changes perceptions of who we are as First 
Responders.  Help us help them.  Notify Jerry Plastow you want to donate or give something to the silent 
auction that will enable us to generate those funds. 
 

Mentoring 
 

Earlier in this newsletter (on page  ) there was mention of Vancouver Division of the RCMP Veterans’ 
Association offering a mentoring style of service to members of Surrey Det.  On investigation of this 
news it was found that the “family” definition delivered in last month’s newsletter is alive and well 
despite what others say.  
 
S/S/M Shane Stovern was contacted and asked about the news.  Shane was happy to share the 
message Veteran Ric Hall, Vancouver Division related to him about the inception of their mentoring 
solution.   
 
After I retired from the Force I was asked to come and work at Surrey Detachment in the Training 
Section, specifically dealing with New Members arriving from "Depot" and undergoing the Field 
Coaching Program.  After 11 years it was getting time to truly hang up my spurs.  In my last few years 
at the detachment Beth McAndie was appointed the Staff Sgt. Major for Surrey Detachment.   Knowing I 
was on the Executive of the Vancouver Division we shared many conversations on how the detachment 
and the Veterans' Association could work together.   The Vancouver Division was formed in 1913 and 
until the new "E" Division HQs was opened at Green Timbers, Surrey, we never had an office.   When 
Green Timbers opened, we were given a small office.   That was short lived as our office space was 
required for operations.  During one of our many discussions Beth asked if I had any ideas for her to 
work on before I left.   At the time the detachment was about to commence renovations.   So, I threw it 
out that if during the renovations and the addition of space at the old Surrey City Hall, just down the 
street from Surrey's Main Detachment building, being added perhaps they could think about an office 
for the Veterans' Association.   "Leave it with me", said the S/S/M.    
 
The rest is history, a new OIC arrived and he was fully supportive.  It took some time but when the 
renovations were completed there was one office set aside for the Vancouver Division of the RCMP 
Veterans' Association in the Main Detachment.   With Beth McAndie being commissioned Sgt. Shane 
Stovern has been filling the role of /S/S/M and the transition has been seamless in the support we receive 
from the detachment.  The Vancouver Division's catchment area is huge, but the majority of our 
members live in the Surrey/Langley/Delta area which makes Surrey Detachment the center of our world. 
 
We have arranged with the detachment that we will have members of our division, make that members of 
the Executive, attend the detachment on the second Tuesday of each month.   The purpose is to allow 
serving members to drop in and chat, it may be about retirement or just to sit and talk with the "old 
guys" and hear about how things were in the past.  What it does do is open the door to familiarize 
serving members with what the Veterans' Association is all about.   Though we do have regularly 
scheduled days to visit we are also allowed the luxury of dropping in at any time we may need to use the 
office. 
 
Below is the message Sgt. Stovern sends out to the members of Surrey Detachment the day we visit the 
detachment: 
   

Good Morning Everyone, 
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The RCMP Veteran's Office at Main will be open on Tuesday, October 15, 2019 with retired 
members Ric Hall and Rupert Bullock available to assist with any of the following topics: 

• Mental Health and Wellness 
• RCMP Pension and Benefits Planning 
• Benefit Trust Fund Information / Applications 
• Disability Pensions / VAC Applications 
• Survivor Benefits / Funeral Services 
• Veterans' Independence Program 

Or simply drop by to say hi. 
  
Office hours:  1030 - 1330 hours. 
  
Cheers, 
Shane 

 
One of the additional things we do to assist retired members (or family members when a member passes 
on) when downsizing is help them dispose of their old kit.   As you can imagine Surrey Detachment with 
850 plus members has a lot of kit to dispose of and they have a system in place to collect the kit and 
eventually be burned.  We are allowed to use their collection process to assist our members.   
 
We attend the Officer in Charge's Awards Night and make a presentation to the member nominated by 
his peers/supervisors for the Vancouver Divisions' annual award to the member who best represents the 
Core Values of the Force.   We also attend the Surrey Board of Trade's annual awards presentations to 
members, units, Auxiliary Constable and municipal employee of the year and provide a historical 
display of kit for the event. 
 
Of course, this can all change if the plan to transit from the RCMP to Surrey's own police force goes 
ahead. 
 
Ric Hall 24394/O.1330  

 
 Maybe a similar situation could occur in K Division?  The offer is open? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Official Opening, Friday, 11th October, at 1:30 pm. 
Parkland Detachment, 93 Campsite Rd., Spruce Grove, Ab.   
 
This new Detachment belongs to both Spruce Grove and Stoney Plain.  For the members, it has been a long 
time since planning through to fruition.  (Approximately 10 years.)  RCMP Commissioner Brenda Lucki was able 
to make room in her busy schedule to play a role in the commissioning of this new building.  The cost of the 
new quarters; about $23 Million.  It’s about 4,665 sq. meters (approx. 50,213 sq. ft.) in size.  It was planned to 
house approximately 160 employees.  Insp. Mike Lokken is the current OIC Parkland County Det. 
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Commissioner Brenda Lucki cuts the ribbon. Special thanks to P.S. Kimberly Bosch for capturing this shot! 
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RCMP Columbarium 
 
A columbarium is defined as being; a room or building with niches for cinerary urns to be stored.  The term 
comes from the Latin "Columba" and, originally, solely referred to compartmentalized housing for doves and 
pigeons called a dovecote. 
 
Why?  Why should we be concerned about this topic?  Long, long ago, the Force did something that today it 
really has a difficult time acknowledging.  It owns cemeteries.  Although these real estate holdings are not 
vast, the Force does have a duty to all members (here and gone) to maintain their viability.  We all knew about 
the cemetery at Depot when we trained.  But once training was over, indeed – even during training, did 
anyone talk about where you are going to be planted.  Was there a class about that eventuality?  Maybe only 
in passing remarks at best.  However, there, buried in the manuals is the details about graves.  After all, we 
were paramilitary at one time!  And the Military knows how to do this right. 
 
That said and undoubtedly thought about, Joe Collinson (who’s hobby it is to search and record Alberta grave 
sites) had recognized early on, that the RCMP Cemetery in Fort Saskatchewan was running out of room (plots).  
Many discussions ensued surrounding the Fort Saskatchewan cemetery.  Joe once remarked, today’s people 
recognize that a full funeral is very expensive.  In short, many have elected to move to cremation in lieu.  Its 
easy and efficient.  So, Joe started his project by contacting the Force, identifying the situation.  Little response 
was forthcoming.  Kees Kikkert got involved and carried on with the project.  He learned a lot about today’s 
Force and what Public Works and Government Services procurement services are all about. 
 
Today, there is a new 96 niche columbarium resting on a new concrete pad in the Fort Saskatchewan 
Cemetery thanks to the believers.  On October 23rd, 2019 the columbarium was dedicated by D/Comm. Curtis 
Zablocki and blessed by RCMP Veteran Chaplin Cyril Gowler. 
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S/Sgt. Joe Collinson (Rtd.) saw the completion of his project.  In the photo above, Joe is seen placing a wreath 
on the new columbarium, beside one placed by D/Comm. Curtis Zablocki.  Two new granite benches, installed 

by the Edmonton Veterans’ Association, can also been seen in the photo.  (Also see 2018-09 Newsletter for more.) 
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Gerry Finlay 
310, 11808 St Albert Trail 
Edmonton, AB T5L 4G4 
Phone: 780-448-4982 
Fax: 780-448-4993 
g.finlay@abnwtlegion.com 
  
Darryll Newsham 
310, 11808 St Albert Trail 
Edmonton, AB T5L 4G4 
Phone: 780-448-4982 
Fax: 780-448-4993 
d.newsham@abnwtlegion.com 
  
Courtney Mooney/Assistant 
310, 11808 St Albert Trail 
Edmonton, AB T5L 4G4 
Phone: 780-448-4982 
Fax: 780-448-4993 
c.mooney@abnwtlegion.com 

For those of you who didn’t know or weren’t aware, the Royal Canadian Legion Service Officers have 
relocated to new digs near the traffic circle on St. Albert Trail and 118th Ave in Edmonton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gerry Finlay 
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Mark your 2019 calendar: 
 
 

A lot of people understand the RCMP 
Veterans’ Association is for Regular 
Members alone.  Untrue!  We are 
open to all RCMP employees 
currently serving, retired and 
widows; RM, PS, CM and the like.  
If you are not a member of the Edmonton 

Veterans’ Association, you should be one!  You may attend any general dinner meeting as a member’s guest 
without becoming a member.  Or, if you are not a member and are currently employed, you may join as an 
Associate Member at no cost and enjoy the mission.  It’s up to you to take that first step into a larger family of 
friends 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Dues  
 

Membership Dues remain today at $50.00 annually. To pay your dues, you may do one of the following;  

1. Create a personalized cheque or money order payable to the Edmonton RCMP Veterans’ 
Association and mail it to; Tom BURKETT, 77 Foxboro Link, Sherwood Park, Alberta, T8A 6N9 or  

2. Internet banking via email address to dues@edmrcmpvets.ca The security question is as follows:  

Where is K Division? The appropriate answer is: Alberta.  

If you are a new member and you use E transfer, please email your application to Tom BURKETT  

viflyguy@shaw.ca If you have questions about dues, call Tom at (587) 269-4550.  

Notice 
Your responsibility is to pay your membership dues before the end of January. If your 
regimental/employee number appears below, your annual membership dues have not been received. 
Please review the list below to ensure you are NOT on the list of defaulters.  

 

 

2019 Executive Meeting 
Schedule 

2019/20 Dinner Meeting 
Schedule 

Nov 21 Dec Nov 26 Dec 16 
Jan 23 Feb 20 Jan 28 Feb 25 
Mar 26 Apr23 Mar 31 Apr 28 
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Unpaid Dues  

2019 06 26 All Dues paid in full! 

 

Remember! 

When you make a commitment, you build hope.   

When you keep it, you build trust! 

 
 
When change happens 
 

We all go through changes from time to time.   
If any of your contact details change, please notify Tom Burkett ASAP. 

Tom’s contact details are viflyguy@shaw.ca or (587) 269-4550 
 
 

2020 - Seeing Clearly this year 
 

The pension indexation rate effective Jan. 1, 2020 
 is two per cent.      
 

Information on the calculation of this index can be found on the Public Works and Government 
Services Canada website. 

 
 

2% 
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The S/S/Major 
 
 
 

I am coordinating the securing and disposing of retired member's notebooks as part of a "K" Division 
initiative. 
 
Member's notebooks have always been the property of the RCMP. In the past, whenever a member 
retired or left the Force, they disposed of their notebooks. 
 
A few years ago RCMP policy was changed concerning notebook retention. The new RCMP policy now 
states that the member must turn in their notebooks upon discharge from the RCMP at their last post. 
The Force is now responsible to securely store member's 
notebooks for twenty years before properly disposing of them.  
 
"K" Division is gathering all retired or discharged members 
notebooks from the detachments and units in "K" Division and 
securely storing them at K HQ. This way we can ensure that the 
notebooks are securely stored and properly disposed of when the 
retention requirement has expired.  
 
I am reaching out to the RCMP Veterans Association - Edmonton 
Division, to assist me. There may be members of your association 
that still have notebooks in their possession. 
 
I am requesting that you please send out a message to the RCMP 
Veterans Association - Edmonton Division members informing 
them that if still they have their notebooks they can turn them in 
to any RCMP detachment in Alberta or to K HQ in Edmonton, 
Alberta. If they have never served in "K" Division they can still turn 
their notebooks in and we will be responsible for securing and properly disposing of them once the 
retention period has ended. 
 
If any members notebooks turn in their notebooks we require their Regimental Number, date of 
discharge and the years the notebooks span.  
 
Should you have any questions or concerns please contact me by email: malcolm.mcrae@rcmp-
grc.gc.ca or at 780-412-5953. 
 
 
Malcolm MCRAE, S/Sgt. 
Sergent D'Etat Major 
IWT/URT/Review Services Coordinator 
780-412-5953 

 
 
 

 
Malcolm McRae, S/S/M 
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Contact 
If you wish to contact a member of the Edmonton Veterans’ Association, 
you can do so by sending an email to: President@edmrcmpvets.ca 
 
If you wish to contact the editor of the newsletter, to pass on information of any 
kind for inclusion in the newsletter, you can email the editor at: 
VetsNews@shaw.ca.  
 
Important Notice:  We are always trying to reduce the cost of 
providing this newsletter to our members.  If you are the recipient of a printed copy of 
this newsletter and do have access to an internet capable computer, please let the 

Edmonton RCMP Veterans’ Association know ASAP either by telephone or email.  It’s up to you. 

                                    Cheers from the editor!  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Editor: Rob Stewart 

  

 
“Meet the Dyck Insurance team, offering discounted Insurance rates for RCMP Vets. Call them at 

1.800.665.6152 (www.dyckinsurance.ca) to answer your insurance needs”. 
 


