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PRESIDENT’S CORNER – February 2018
With the holiday season over, our Veteran’s activities have begun in a very
active manner.
One recent change occurred with the resignation of our Membership
Representative, Roger Goulet. Roger dedicated a lot of time keeping all
membership records up to date and accurate. Thanks, Roger for a job well
done, and may you now be able to enjoy travelling to various parts of the
world to visit with your family members.

Jerry Plastow

Tom Burkett has stepped in to the vacancy
and will now handle the responsibilities of
the Membership Representative. This is a
huge undertaking. Thanks, Tom for taking

on this busy position.
Dues for the year 2018 are now due. If you are not sure if your dues are
paid, there is more dues information below in this newsletter. Or, still
unsure, please call Tom at (587) 269-4550 to check the records for you. Or,
you can also e-mail Tom at viflyguy@shaw.ca
Tom Burkett
This is the time of year we must submit reports to the National Office,
therefore, several Committees are very busy with all the necessary
documentation to complete this task. To all of you giving your time towards these required reports, thank
you!

Our January dinner meeting was held on Jan 30th with a great turn out of members
and special guests. We were fortunate to be able to have two guest speakers at this
meeting.

Kelsey Clelland

Kelsey Clelland, Manager of the Edmonton Occupational Stress Injury Clinic in
Edmonton provided an excellent talk on how to access their services through Veteran
Affairs Canada. Her presentation was very interesting and complete outlining the
various areas their clinic can provide assistance to serving RCMP members, RCMP
Veterans and spouses, and serving and retired military personnel.
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Our second speaker was Det. Sgt. Phillip Malligan, with the New South Wales
State Police, Australia. Phillip’s 30 year career with Policing was very evident
and his presentation was very interesting. A short video on police work in
NSW was shown and he gave an excellent talk regarding police work in his part
of the world. There are many similarities.
Our feedback seems that most people enjoyed the evening in every aspect. It
would seem that we are off to an excellent start of interesting and enjoyable
meetings for this year.

Phil Malligan

The Executive, Committee members, and myself wish to thank you for coming out to the meetings and to all
whom help in any way, we truly appreciate your help.
As well, I thank those who drive others to and from the function, making it possible for them to attend. It’s
very thoughtful to provide other members and associate members the opportunity to come out and enjoy the
camaraderie we share at our meetings.
Our next dinner meeting will be held at Woodvale Community Facility on Tuesday, February 27, 2018. As
February being Heart Month, The Guest Speaker will be from The Alberta Heart and Stroke Association.
Should you like to attend, but need a ride, please contact myself, or any one of the Executive members. We
will do our best to match up someone living close to your location.
I look forward to seeing you at the February dinner meeting for a complete Chinese buffet.
Happy Valentine’s Day, everyone!

the Commanding Officers desk
Staffing changes in “K” Division
I am pleased to welcome A/Comm. John Ferguson as the new Criminal
Operations Officer – Core Policing (CP) for “K” Division. C A/Comm.
Ferguson brings diversity of experience and
strong leadership to this role. I know he will
continue to advance the hard work being done
by the CP side of our operations, including
furthering our Crime Reduction and Call
Management Strategies. He brings diversity of
experience and strong leadership to this role
and we wish him every success as he
undertakes his new position.
John Ferguson
Todd Shean
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A/Comm. Stephanie Sachsse has been appointed to our division as the new Federal CROPS
Officer. Her vast career with the RCMP will surely be a great asset to her in this new role.
A/Comm. Sachsse joined the Force in 1986 and since then, she has become an experienced
financial crimes investigator with a background in drug enforcement. She was directly involved
in money laundering and financial crime investigations, both domestic and international in
scope, for more than 18 years. We wish C/Supt. Sachsse all the best in her new role and look
forward to working closely with her.
Last month, Chief Superintendent Jerry Scott retired from the RCMP following a 28-year career
in the Force. During his last few months in “K” Division, C/Supt. Scott was acting in the position
of OIC Criminal Operations Officer. C/Supt. Scott was a well-respected member of the “K”
Division senior management team and I know that everyone who has had the opportunity to
work with him will miss his experience and professionalism. C/Supt. Scott will be transitioning
to his new role as head of protective services for Alberta Health Services. We wish him all the
best in his new position.
Chief Superintendent George Stephenson has been named Deputy Criminal
Operations Officer - Contract Policing. C/Supt. Stephenson joined the RCMP in
1982. In his 35 years of service, he has developed an extensive background in
homicide investigations, serious organized crime and national security, all of
which will contribute to his success in this new role. C./Supt Stephenson will be
retiring from the Force later this month.
Chief Superintendent Ian Lawson has been promoted to Deputy Criminal Operations Officer Federal Policing. C/Supt Lawson brings to this position 29 years of experience with the Force.
Since joining, he has become experienced in both federal and major crime investigations. We
wish him every success in this new role.
Chief Superintendent Brad Mueller, currently Kamloops OIC, has accepted a promotional
transfer to “K” Division. C/Supt. Mueller will be taking over the position of Deputy Criminal
Operations Officer. In this role, he will be responsible for oversight for all operational policing
matters in relation to General Duty policing for the division as well as other sections supporting
Criminal Operations in the province.
Chief Superintendent Rhonda Blackmore will be joining “K” Division as the new Commander of
the Western Alberta District (WAD). C/Supt. Blackmore has accepted the promotional transfer
from National Headquarters where she was Director of Operational Policies and Programs. She
has been a member of the Force for 22 years and brings to her new role a breadth of
experience.
“K” Division focuses on recruitment
Recruiting is vital to building our force, and our First Nation Communities are underrepresented. I am pleased to announce that Corporal Kim Mueller has been appointed “K”
Division’s Aboriginal Recruiter. In her new role, Cpl. Mueller has been charged with developing
a strategy to expand or efforts in this area. She will bring her education and experience to build
upon our commitment to creating safe and healthy Indigenous and Metis communities in
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Alberta. Since the earliest days of the Northwest Mounted Police, the RCMP has developed an
important relationship with Indigenous communities across Canada. This relationship enriches
our organization and the work we do. However, we recognize that we can only be effective if
we deliver culturally sensitive policing services. Cpl. Mueller’s connection to our First Nations
Communities and passion for not only the Force, but First Nations youth, assures me that we
will become more successful in representing all those we serve.
“K” Division Member Operational Support Section (KMOSS)
In 2010, “K” Division created “K” Division Member Operational Support Section (KMOSS). The
program was created to assist front lines officers and detachment supervisors by providing
them with supervision, support and relief.
Since the program’s inception, Districts were
responsible for providing members to fill
KMOSS positions. Detachments provided
Corporals, Sergeants and Staff Sergeants to
assume KMOSS duties in the NAOCC on short
term secondments. Over time, it became
evident that this approach was not sustainable
and did not provide the consistency necessary
for the program to be effective.
To counter this problem, we have now created five permanent positions for the KMOSS
program. As of January, all five positions were filled with Staff Sergeants working 12 hours a
day, 7 days a week to support both the NAOCC and the SAOCC. They are responsible for triaging
calls, paying particular attention to emergency calls that pose a high risk to front line members
and to the public.
These positions are of great benefit to front line officers and OCC operators because they allow
for consistency in service delivery, decision making and supervision. KMOSS is an integral part
of our call management strategy and it is another innovative method we are using to prioritize
Divisional resources to better serve the public and support our employees.

Operational Stress Injury – Kelsey Clelland
What is OSI?
An OSI is term used to describe any persistent psychological injury resulting from operational or
work-related duties in the military or police service. Members are regularly exposed to
extreme situations beyond the experience of most people. Similarly to how physical strain
may affect the body, an extreme or lasting psychological stress may cause injuries to the
brain and mind.
Key facts about OSI.

•

An OSI is a normal response to an abnormal event
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•
•
•
•

An OSI can happen to anyone; it is not a sign of weakness
You are not alone
Effective, researched treatments are available to you
The sooner a comprehensive assessment and treatment are initiated, the better the future

How can I help myself?

•
•
•
•

Know your limits and triggers.
Educate yourself
Confide in someone you trust
Access resources in your community, your place of work

How is OIS treated?

There are many types of effective treatments for OSI's that are offered by professionals:
Cognitive behaviour therapy (CBT): Helps individuals cope with depression and anxiety by
focusing on changing their thoughts and behaviours. In CBT, individuals learn to replace
negative or worry thoughts with more rational and helpful alternatives..
Prolonged Exposure (PE): PE is a form of CBT that involves reviewing the traumatic event by
recounting it in detail and working with the reminders (triggers) of the trauma rather than
avoiding them. This treatment method is very effective for OSI’s and involves individual work
with a clinician and homework each week.
Cognitive Processing Therapy (CPT): CPT involves achieving a better understanding of the
traumatic event, processing traumatic experience and acquiring the skills needed for better
coping. This treatment method is also CBT-based and may be done individually or within a
group.
Group therapy: Group therapy involves meeting with a group of people who have also been
through trauma and have an OSI, with guidance from a group leader (such as a psychologist or
social worker). Group therapy is powerful because you are meeting with others who
understand what you've been through. Sharing with the group also can help you build selfconfidence and trust. Unlike some therapies which focus on the past, group work focuses on
the present.
Family therapy: Family therapy is a type of counseling that involves your whole family which is
important because OSI's can affect the family, and family support is needed to help you cope
with an OSI. A therapist helps you and your family to communicate, maintain good
relationships, and cope with difficult emotions. In family therapy, each person can express his
or her fears and concerns. By doing this, your family will be better prepared to help you.
Medications: Various medications, such as antidepressants, may be helpful to reduce the
symptoms of OSI, such as depression, anxiety and insomnia, and these may be prescribed by a
family physician or psychiatrist.
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Alberta Health Services - OSI Program
Specialized services offered include assessment and
treatment with an interdisciplinary team comprised of
psychologists, social workers (clinical specialization), nurse
and addiction counselor, and psychiatrists.
We cover the northern half of Alberta, as well as the
Northwest Territories. We also provide services in our
clinic, or via Telehealth for clients who may be limited in
their ability to travel.
Eligibility
Addiction / mental health concerns must be related to
service.

Kelsey Clelland

Partners
Veterans Affairs Canada, RCMP,
Department of National Defence
Service Providers May Include
addiction counselors, nurses, psychiatrists,
psychologists, social workers
Wait Times
Newly referred clients will be contacted
within 48 hours. Intake appointments will
be offered within 10 business days.

Web Link: https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/info/facility.aspx?id=4210&service=1044701
Address
Northgate Centre
Suite 1058,
9499 137 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta
T5E 5R8
Telephone
780-342-2792
1-877-657-5770

Fax
780-476-5906
Accessibility
Elevator access to upper
level at the west end of the
mall.
Getting There
Parking and public transit is
available.
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Acting Detective Inspector, Phil Malligan

New South Wales Police
Wagga Wagga Local Area Command
Phil Malligan introduced himself and began with a photographic
montage of his world. This helped set the tone for what was to
come. He denoted that the montage would take 4 minutes and
thirteen seconds which was timed to a particular choice of musical
accompaniment. A great way to break the ice with a stoic crowd.
After seeing all the photos Phil brought with him, you just want to
go there to feel and touch the area yourself. Phil said he’d left Wagga Wagga at + 44oC for our minus
20. Quite the change. He joked about wearing the RCMP adult onesie sold in our Gift Shop.
http://www.rcmpgiftshop.ca/product/adult-onesie-navy-mountie
Reportedly Phil Malligan was here in Canada after winning the White Ribbon Award for Austrailia. You
can read Phil’s comments about this here: https://www.whiteribbon.org.au/stop-violence-againstwomen/represent-white-ribbon/become-an-ambassador/ambassador-qas/ambassador-qa-philmalligan/
Phil has 30 years’ service and there doesn’t seem to be any inference that he intends to retire any time
in the future. It appears that he is energized about his work here in Canada and what he’s taking back
to Australia with him. It was a real pleasure hearing from an extended police force family member and
seeing all the visual examples he brought with him.
At the conclusion of the meeting, Phil gathered for a quick photo with a few of the members. I took a
quick look on the internet and found a similar photo. Thanks for sharing Phil. Come back any time!

Edmonton RCMP Veterans with Phil Malligan
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Wagga Wagga Police Veterans and Phil Malligan

Executive Meeting Minutes
Kees Kikkert, Acting Secretary:
Motion by Kees to accept the November Executive Meeting Minutes as published in the December
Newsletter; seconded by Bob Bacchus, carried.
Executive members in attendance:
Jerry Plastow, Bruce Allen, Bob Bacchus, Neal Stanley, Nick Taylor, Jim Medley, Kees Kikkert,
Tom Dunlop, Tom & Denise Burkett, Elaine Schnepf & Eric Lafoy.
Unable to attend with regrets:
Roger Goulet, Randy Montgomery, Joe Collinson, Linda Plomp, Barry Callbeck & Malcolm
Mitchell.
Jerry Plastow, President, brought up the following topics:
Inter Divisional Meeting;
Calgary Feb 13, 2018, Calgary Centennial Legion 285, 9202 Horton Road SW, Calgary @
11:00 am
Suggested Topics for Discussion
•

Alberta Medals and Bars (Kees)
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Each division asked to make a short presentation on relationship with the
Nation al Executive and Directors.
Membership promotions – How do we promote the Vets?
Finances
Social activities- Monthly functions.
AGMS in Alberta – 2024 is on hold for Edmonton.
Projects – Boost, hampers, Valour Place, etc.

“K” Div. HQ
The Association was asked about cleaning up Vets’ items presently at “K” Div. HQ in the
storage/cloak room at the NCO’s mess. Members from the executive will attend “K” Div. and
deal with other items such as boxes of files, clothing, etc. The two filing cabinets will be
allowed to remain in the cloak room. As result of discussions, Nick Taylor moved the chairs
and free standing podium be donated to the NCO’s Mess; seconded by Jim Medley, carried.
National Office
Our National Office has requested that we review our profile page to ensure of its accuracy.
Bob Stewart and Bruce Allen will take care of this.
Donations
The donation to the Kare Society was done beginning of this year as approved in the 2018
budget passed at the November, 2017 Dinner Meeting
Correspondence:
Valour Place - Thank-you letter received for our last donation.
K Lemay – Ft. McMurray – note from Cst. Lemay, will be placed in Newsletter.
Bruce Allen:
Bruce presented the 2017 year-end Financial Report on behalf of Linda Plomp, and financially,
thanks to the Canteen, this Division is doing very well.
Social Committee
Jerry Plastow mentioned the Christmas function was excellent, could have used more
room/space. Committee to discuss 2018’s Xmas Dinner. Suggested the possibly of holding the
event on a Thursday.
Jim Medley, Chair of Canteen Committee
Meeting of committee to be held on 29th Jan.
Elaine Schnepf - Boost Coordinator 2017 summary.
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Program working well, looking at expanding the program, looking for ideas how that might be
done. Refer to the article by Elaine in the Newsletter.
Nick Taylor
Nick Taylor advised of an elderly gentleman passed away while in Valour Place. As result, there
is discussions in obtaining an AED machine, looking at a possible donation. Further inquiries to
be made.
Bob Stewart
Bob Stewart discussed the need for an LCD projector for presenters at our Dinner Meetings. As
result of discussion: Nick Taylor made a motion to purchase an LCD projector at a cost no
greater than $1,000, seconded by Jim Medley, carried.
Tom Burkett Membership Chair
Tom Burkett advised there were three new applications for Active membership, and three for
Associate membership.
Eric Lafoy
Update of SPOF (Slain Peace Officer Fund) meeting last month.
9 serving members and public servants attended plus one via phone. A new executive
was elected. The fund still has a substantial amount of money. Discussed the clothing
presently in the cloak room at K Div. The group also amended policy as to who qualifies
for these funds by adding Civilian, PS & ME members.
Meeting adjourned 11:50 am.
Next Executive meeting - Thursday, Feb. 22, 2018 @ 10 A.M. same location

General Meeting Minutes
Kees Kikkert, Acting Secretary:
Kees motioned to accept of the Minutes from the November general meeting as shown in the
December 2017 Newsletter; seconded by Don Martin, carried.
Jerry Plastow, President:
Jerry advised we received ‘Thank-you’ letters from Valour Place, Cst. LeMay from Ft. McMurray
and the Kare Society with respect to our donations and they will be included in our next
Newsletter. Jerry also informed the attendees there will be an article in the Newsletter from
the Boost Coordinator asking for input from the membership and to please read.
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Bruce Allen, Acting Treasurer:
Bruce presented the Edmonton Division’s Financial Statement to date: 2018-01-30. Statement
is as follows:
GIC #1 - $48,143.32 - Edm Vets Operating reserve
GIC #2 - $25,000.00 - AGM 2024 Fund
GIC #3 - $10,170.63 - Wall of Honour Fund
GIC #4 - $20,503.13 - Vets Canteen Operating Reserve
TOTAL CHEQUING ACCOUT
$28,665.52
TOTAL INVESTMENTS
$103,817.08
Tom Burkett: Membership Chair:
Tom shared the names of six applications for membership, three Active and three Associate.
The names are as follows:
Active Members: Gordon BUCK, Reg #40543, Michael AFTERGOOD, Reg. #43540 & Glen
SIEGERSMA, Reg. #37793
Associate Members: Josie BUCK, Sheila ROGERS & Kevin McGillivray, Reg. # 50786
Meeting adjourned: 8:40 pm
Next General Meeting will be held Feb 27, 2018 at the Woodvale Community Facility. Guest Speaker is
from the Heart and Stroke. Meal will be a Chinese buffet.

Collinson’s Corner
"I specialize in strange messages but this
has to be one of the strangest.”
On July 1, 2018 There is going to be a
Barbeque/Gathering/Celebration at our
daughter's (Michele) place. This is to recognize
our (Aggie and Joe's) 60th Wedding
Anniversary, my 85th Birthday, my 65th
Anniversary of Joining the Force (RCMP),
Aggie's 83rd Birthday, Canada Day, and
anything else that should be
celebrated. This, unfortunately, was my idea
which was taken up by our children. In case you
Joe & Aggie Collinson
don’t know, Michele's place is an 80 Acre acreage
east of Sherwood Park, obviously lots of room. There should be something for all to do including
kids. The problem is that they (Michele) would like to have an idea of how many will show up.
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Now my idea is anybody that knows us and doesn't want to shoot us-- so how can you predict a
number for July 1 in January. My potential solution -EMAIL. I will email everybody on my various fanout groups and ask them to answer with YES, NO, POSSIBLY. If it is YES or POSSIBLY please add a
number attending. This is not committing you or me. An invitation will go out closer to the date giving
location and what is happening.
Now, could I ask one favour, talk it over with anybody that you think could know us and get them to do
the YES, NO, or POSSIBLY bit.
A.J.H. "Joe" Collinson"
Email RSVP to: ajhc@ajhc.ca

RSVP: “No later than February 20, 2018”

Scars linger, 40 years later,

submitted by Joe Collinson

She was a healthy six pounds, seven
ounces when she was born March 12,
1978. Beckie Dawn Onofrey was born
just weeks after her dad, Const.
Dennis Anthony Onofrey, was killed in
a wild shootout while checking on a
stolen vehicle in Virden.
Today, her last name is Williams and
she normally goes by Beck. She is one
of several people caught in the wake
of the Jan. 23, 1978, slaying and
subsequent four-day hostage-taking
that riveted a province.

Beckie Dawn Williams (nee: Onofrey)

"I don’t have any memories of my own," Williams says earlier this week from North Vancouver.
"Sometimes I wonder which is worse, having a parent around for a short time and then losing that
parent, or never having met one. This is the only life I know.
"The circumstances are incredibly sad, and at the same time they make me the person I am today." It
was shortly before 1 a.m. when Onofrey,
Cpl. Russ Hornseth, Const. Candace Adele
Smith and Const. John O’Ray went to the
Countryside Inn after another officer had
noticed a truck, which was parked outside
a hotel room, had been reported stolen in
British Columbia. O’Ray went to the rear
of the motel to ward off any chance
anyone could escape through a back
window, while Onofrey, with his gun
drawn, and the other two officers, went
Country Side Inn (1978)
to Suite 20. Seconds later, after Hornseth
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asked the man who came to the door about the stolen truck, the occupant started firing with a
shotgun.
Onofrey, 27, died on the spot. Hornseth was shot in the eye and Smith, a rookie in only her sixth week
on patrol, was shot in the hip.
O’Ray fired several times at the fleeing motel-room occupants — Herbert Bruce Archer, 42, and 28year-old Dorothy Lillian Malette — hitting Malette in the stomach. The pair escaped in one of the
police cruisers and headed eastbound on the Trans-Canada Highway in a mad search for more
weapons, a new vehicle and medical help.
They first took a hostage at a farmhouse just
east of Virden, tying up the family there. They
then drove to another farm and stole a vehicle
there, tying up another couple.
They drove to third house and took a car after
tying up the family there, and then ended up at
a doctor’s house in Oak Lake where, for the
next 93 hours, Archer held his hostage, along
with the doctor and the doctor’s wife, at
gunpoint. Early in the standoff, Archer agreed
to have his wife taken to Brandon General
Hospital. He also agreed to release the doctor,
who had a heart condition.

Office of Dr. M. Scherz

The standoff finally ended on Friday, Jan. 27, when a deal was negotiated between defence counsel
Hersh Wolch and Archer, which saw the hostages released in return for the dropping of outstanding
fraud charges against him and for agreeing to let him meet with his wife in hospital.
It was a tough few weeks for the Mounties. Onofrey was the fourth RCMP officer shot to death that
month alone. Later in the year, both Archer and Malette were convicted of first-degree murder and
sentenced to life imprisonment with no chance of parole for 25 years. Archer later died while serving
his sentence. Malette was released after 15 years when she successfully applied for earlier parole with
the so-called faint hope clause.
Onofrey’s funeral was held in Winnipeg the same
day the hostage-taking ended. He is buried in the
Assumption Roman Catholic Cemetery on the west
end of the city. The grave marker has a photo of
Onofrey and etchings of the RCMP regimental badge
and of Jesus.
Underneath his wife and childrens’ names, are the
words "always remembered with love."
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She’s much frailer now, but Onofrey’s
90-year-old mother, Rose, still carries
the grief she felt 40 years ago. But she
also holds tight to the faith that has
sustained her through those years.
"I go to St. Mary’s Cathedral every
Sunday when I can," Rose says during an
interview at her Winnipeg apartment.
"That’s where I took my sons when they
were growing up. It’s where his funeral
was.
"When he was killed, that was the worst
thing that happened in my life. There’s
nothing worse in the world than losing a
child."

Rose Onofrey (2018)

While Rose admits there are many parts of her life she now forgets, she
still vividly remembers her son’s decision to be a police officer and how
proud she was of him. "That’s all he really wanted to do," she says. "If
it’s what he wanted, I wanted him to have it. But I thought it was a
dangerous job, but if he wanted it, I wanted it for him."

Cst. Dennis Onofrey 32104

Rose says through the years she told her grandchildren about the dad
they didn’t know.
"I tell them he was a very nice person," she says. "He was such a nice
fellow. He had so many friends. He got along with everyone. "I was
always so proud of him."

Rose also thinks about the years of living that her son never had. She says he’d be 67 now, long retired
from the force, with grandchildren, likely living in Winnipeg and visiting her often. "I often wonder why
did something like that happen," she says. "But I guess that’s the way life was supposed to be.
"What can you do?"
The passing of 40 years has not only resulted in memories fading, but also the passing of key players in
the drama. Dr. Markus Scherz and his wife Stephanie died several years ago. Defence counsel Wolch,
who was brought to Oak Lake to help end the standoff, and later served as Archer’s lawyer at his trial,
died last year.
But defence counsel Jay Prober, who represented Malette, still clearly remembers his words of advice
to his client at the onset of the trial. "I told her don’t sit right next to him (Archer)," Prober says. "Don’t
sit close to him. Don’t look at him. And she completely ignored me. "They were holding hands during
the whole time, looking at each other with googly eyes. I think they were convicted as a team. That’s
why she was convicted. She didn’t shoot (Onofrey) — she had no idea what (Archer) would do. She was
simply in the wrong place at the wrong time."
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It was a highly charged atmosphere at the trial held in Brandon, he says. "Hersh and I were
unsuccessful applying for a change of venue," he says. "It took us weeks to get a jury. It was difficult to
find any juror who didn’t have an opinion on it. "And then the judge, during his instructions to the
jury, referred to them as Bonnie and Clyde. We objected, but we didn’t get anywhere."
Forty years ago, Dave Penny, his wife Irene, and their two daughters, were in their house about 10
kilometres east of Virden, just off the Trans-Canada Highway, when an armed Archer walked into the
unlocked residence shortly after 2 a.m. on Jan. 23 and demanded firearms and the use of their vehicle.
Penny, a municipal waterworks employee, recalls how Archer forced him to go with him to get more
firearms at a nearby farmhouse, leaving Malette with a gun to watch over his tied-up family.
"That was worrisome," the now 81year-old says in a recent phone
interview. Penny and Archer soon
returned, picked up Malette and
headed to the doctor’s house in
nearby Oak Lake. Penny remained a
hostage there, while the injured
Malette was later taken to hospital
in Brandon following negotiations
with police. "She had a bullet in her.
When she was taken to hospital,
that’s the last I saw of her."
Even though it was 40 years ago, Penny still recalls being scared throughout the hostage-taking.
"We never knew what was coming next," he says. "You didn’t know how to act. You were in shock.
"He was always talking to police. He says he had plans, but they were pretty farfetched. He had plans
about going south, but the only thing holding him back was (Malette). "It was a pretty sad affair."
News accounts at the time said the hostages hugged Archer before he was arrested and taken away —
with some suggesting it was a case of Stockholm syndrome — where captives begin to sympathize with
the captor. That wasn’t the case, says Penny, who was given a week off work following the ordeal.
"It was pretty sad all around. It was hard on the doctor’s wife, too. If he’d been even more aggressive
he would have shot more. He wasn’t aggressive,
but he hated police. But he had his good points.
"It was a mixed-up thing."
Penny’s wife Irene is more blunt about the
incident and the role Malette had in it. "She was
wicked," Irene says in a phone interview. "She
was as bad as he was. I didn’t want to upset her.
"In my mind, she was the ringleader. She seemed
more aggressive. She can say she didn’t shoot
anybody, but they don’t know who pulled the
trigger in that room."
Dave & Irene Penny
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Occasionally someone in town will mention the shootout and hostage-taking, but it’s mostly her young
grandchildren who bring it up now, Irene says. "They always want to see the clippings I saved. And
there are more younger ones coming up who will want to see them. "It doesn’t seem like 40 years ago.
Time is going so fast."
The Mounted Police Professional Association of Canada (MPPAC) says the Virden situation has been
taught to incoming officers for years. MPPAC president Louis Philippe Theriault says it’s normal for
incidents like that to become part of training. "There have been lessons learned from almost every
death," Theriault says. "It’s not a fault of training, but sometimes it is."
Following the 2014 shooting in Moncton, N.B., where a gunman killed three Mounties and injured two
in a deliberate attack on police, an independent review identified several gaps in training. Meanwhile,
Rob Creasser, a spokesman for the MPPAC, says deadly scenarios are recreated for training, much like
what the Force did in the wake of the fatal shootings of four officers in Mayerthorpe, Alta., in 2005.
"They built a Quonset out in Regina (the training academy)," Creasser says. "They study each individual
incident to learn from them." On March 3, 2005, lone gunman James Roszko ambushed Constables
Anthony Gordon, Peter Schiemann, Brock Myrol and Leo Johnston inside a Quonset hut on his property
near Mayerthorpe.
Creasser, who was shot at during a traffic
incident more than two decades ago,
began training with the RCMP three years
after Onofrey was killed. He says there
have been two significant changes since
the Virden attack — officers are
equipped with different sidearms and
holsters, and have access to bulletproof
vests. "We still had the ‘widow-maker’
RCMP 5” .38+p Smith & Wesson revolver
(in 1978). It was a six-shooter revolver,"
he says of the sidearm that left officers
vulnerable because it was difficult to unholster, had fewer bullets and was harder to load. "Other
police already had Glocks or 9-mm handguns with a much easier strap to get it out. Bulletproof vests
came years later."
Growing up without a dad was the only life she knows, Williams says. "My brother and I were ‘the kids
without a dad’, which was just the way it was. My mom was both parents to us and did an incredible
job. She is one of the strongest people I know."
There are many events while growing up — whether major milestones or simple daily interactions —
that she would have liked her dad to have been there to take part in. "The regular, daily things that I
now do with my kids," she says. "Homework, soccer practice, making pancakes. And, of course, that he
could have been at my graduation, walked me down the aisle at my wedding and held his
grandchildren. "My brother stepped in for him at my wedding and that will always be a special
memory for me."
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Her dad picked her
name before she
was born, but
Williams doesn’t
know what
meaning Beckie
had to him. She
remembers
thinking about him
a lot in the months
leading to her own
27th birthday and
how different
things would have
been for her dad
back then. "He had
a career, a wife, a
toddler and a baby
on the way. He
had so much to live for and so many people relied on him. "To me, that’s the saddest part."
After the shooting, Williams says her mother received a lot of support from both the RCMP and Virden
residents, but three years later she decided to move her family to British Columbia, where they all
continue to live to this day. "She had a good friend network there, but even still, I think the memories
of the life she shared with my dad became too much," Williams says. "There must have been
reminders of him everywhere... I still don’t know how she built up the strength to pack up her life, a
widow with two kids under four, and move to the West Coast. She was, and still is, a very strong, brave
woman."
Because Williams still has relatives in Winnipeg, she has driven to the city many times on the TransCanada Highway. "I have visited my dad’s grave every time," she says. In 2015, she took her
grandmother Rose to Regina for the annual memorial service at the RCMP Academy. There have been
238 Mounties killed in the line of duty since 1876. "When I took my granny Rose to Regina for the
memorial in 2015 we drove from Winnipeg and through Virden. We drove past the Countryside (Inn)
so I have seen where everything happened. "I didn’t need to stop and look around."

Alberta History February
•

February 1, 1912 - Urban - Edmonton and
Strathcona amalgamate to become the city
of Edmonton. Edmonton, Alberta
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•
•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

February 1, 1920 - Police - Founding of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, with a merger of the Royal NorthWest Mounted Police (RNWMP), formed as the NWMP in the 1870's to administer the NWT, and the Dominion
Police, that had guarded government buildings and enforced
federal statutes since 1868; RCMP headquarters will be moved
to Ottawa while training stays in Regina, Saskatchewan; size of
force set at 2,500. Ottawa, Ontario
• February 2, 1904 - Justice Ernest Cashel, American
desperado, hanged for the
murder of an Alberta rancher;
First man to be hanged in
Calgary. Calgary, Alberta
• February 4, 1975 - Energy Ottawa, Alberta and Ontario
agree to invest $600 million in
The history of the RCMP stretches back to 1873,
Syncrude Canada, to develop
when they were called the North West Mounted
the Athabasca tar sands. Fort
Police. The men in red took on the name Royal
McMurray, Alberta
Canadian Mounted Police in 1920.
• February 5, 1907 - Three
car-loads of coal are stolen in a train robbery at Nanton. Nanton, Alberta
February 6, 1975 - Peter Lougheed's government cuts the province's personal income tax by 28%, making
Albertans lowest-taxed Canadians. Edmonton, Alberta
February 6, 1976 - Aboriginal - Leonard Peltier is arrested at Smallboys Camp in Alberta; the Native American
activist and member of the American Indian Movement (AIM) is wanted in the US for first degree murder in the
shooting of two Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) agents during a 1975 conflict on the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation; although he will deny his guilt, he will be sentenced to life in prison by an American court.
Smallboys, Alberta
February 7, 1945 - two young men find the remnants of a Japanese
balloon bomb with a sealed explosive canister; they accidentally
detonate the fuse with a hot poker, but not the explosive, and escape
with minor injuries. Provost, Alberta
February 7 - Crime - Two RCMP officers shot and wounded at a rural
residence in Killam; Sawyer Clarke Robison arrested three days later.
Killam, Alberta
February 8, 1918 - Lieutenant-Governor Roberta MacAdams
becomes the First woman in the British Empire to introduce a piece of
legislation. Edmonton, Alberta

Cst S Gaudette

Cst S Shah

February 8, 1986 - Disaster - Nine-car VIA Rail passenger train collides head-on with a CN freight, killing 29,
injuring 93. Hinton, Alberta
February 10, 1916 - World War I - An anti-German riot hits Calgary; mob destroys several German-owned
businesses; Calgary City Council fires all employees born in countries at war with Canada. Calgary, Alberta
February 10, 2000 - Lois Hole installed as 15th :lieutenant Governor of Alberta. Edmonton, Alberta
February 11, 1907 - Founding of the Supreme Court of Alberta. Edmonton, Alberta
February 13, 1947 - Energy - Vern Hunter strikes oil, as Imperial Oil's Leduc No.1 well blows in at 4:10 pm, and
starts producing 155 cubic meters of oil a day; the find sparks a new Alberta oil boom; the Toronto Stock
Exchange soon lists 40 new Western Canadian oil and gas companies. Leduc, Alberta
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•
•
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•

February 14, 1953 - Lethbridge mayor A.W. Shackleford is frozen to
Supt Deane wrote, ”I have recently learned
two microphones by a 50-volt shock caused by improper grounding.
what was the immediate cause of this attack on
Lethbridge, Alberta
Donaldson … it seems to have been brought
about by his going to Charlie Gillies’s funeral as
February 15, 1895 - James Donaldson of Lethbridge is tarred and
chief mourner. I was told “the boys” could not
feathered on this night. Lethbridge, Alberta
stand this Pharisaic proceeding.”
February 17, 1875 - Crime - NWMP put J. D. Weatherwax, last
whiskey trader in Blackfoot country, out of business. Alberta
The verdict among the citizens of Lethbridge
February 17, 1914 - Justice - Murderer William Collins is the last
was vocal and absolutely unanimous: James
man to be hanged at Calgary's Royal North-West Mounted Police
Donaldson deserved what he got and the men
who tarred and feathered him had done well.
barracks. Calgary, Alberta
February 17, 1932 - Police - Albert Johnson aka Arthur Nelson, "the
Ministers of religion, while not depreciating
Mad Trapper of Rat River," cornered and killed by RCMP in shootmob law, are of the opinion that Donaldson was
out after 48-day 240 km manhunt in 40 below weather; charged with
well served and the pity is that it was not kept
killing one Mountie, Constable Edgar Millen and wounding two
out of the newspapers.
others. The Mounties enlisted World War I air ace/bush pilot Wop
May and the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals to help them track
Supt Dean concluded, “…it would be impossible
Johnson. Rat River, Yukon
to find in this town even six men who would
convict the prisoner or any other person
February 21, 1905 - Alberta Act is introduced to the House of
concerned, for this offence, even though the
Commons. Ottawa, Ontario - In speaking to the Alberta Act motion,
strongest possible evidence were presented … I
Sir Wilfrid Laurier said, "It has been observed on the floor of this
am also satisfied that it would be impossible for
House, as well as outside of this House, that as the nineteenth
the Crown to obtain a fair and impartial trial in
century had been the century of the United States, so the twentieth
this case before a Lethbridge jury.”
century would be the century of Canada." Ottawa, Ontario
February 22, 1924 - Long-distance telephone connection establish
Read this full story at:
between Macleod, Alberta, and Toronto.
https://books.google.ca/books?id=dwm0mR3E
oCYC&pg=PA112&lpg=PA112&dq=james+donal
• February 26, 1916 - Women - Bills are
dson+Lethbridge+1895&source=bl&ots=ofMCx6
introduced to the Alberta legislature to enact
US3D&sig=Yo4QF4KrK78sjfbQ9OQNnfRncu4&hl
Prohibition and to give women the right to
=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiqzNml0YPZAhVM2G
vote. Edmonton, Alberta
MKHYUeDmEQ6AEIKTAA#v=onepage&q=james
• February 27, 1905 - Politics - Clifford
%20donaldson%20Lethbridge%201895&f=false
Sifton resigns from the Wilfrid Laurier
cabinet; disputes guarantees for separate schools in the Act making Alberta and
Saskatchewan provinces. Ottawa, Ontario
• February 28, 2004 - Police - RCMP Corporal Jim Galloway dies after being shot in
the back after a six-hour standoff with a schizophrenic man outside his house; a 34-year
service veteran and a dog handler. The 39-year-old suspect was also hit and died later
in hospital. Spruce Grove, Alberta
Cpl. Jim Galloway

The year is 1915

1915 Canadian twenty-five cent coin

Here are some statistics for the
Year 1915 :
The average life expectancy for
men was 47 years.
Fuel for cars was sold in drug
stores only.
Only 14 percent of the homes
had a bathtub.

Value in 2018: $37.60 - $26,500

Only 8 percent of the homes had
a telephone.
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The maximum speed limit in most
cities was 10 mph.
The tallest structure in the world
was the Eiffel Tower.
The average US wage in 1910 was
22 cents per hour. The average US
worker made between $200 and
$400 per year ...
A competent accountant could
expect to earn $2000 per year.
A dentist $2,500 per year.
A veterinarian between $1,500
and $4,000 per year.
And, a mechanical engineer
about $5,000 per year.
More than 95 percent of all births
took place at home.
Ninety percent of all Doctors had
NO COLLEGE EDUCATION!
Instead, they attended so-called
medical schools, many of which
were condemned in the press AND
the government as
"substandard."
Sugar cost four cents a pound.
Eggs were fourteen cents a
dozen.
Coffee was fifteen cents a
pound.
Most women only washed their
hair once a month, And, they
used Borax or egg yolks for
shampoo.
Canada passed a law that
prohibited poor people from
entering into their country for
any reason.

The Five leading causes of
death were:
1.
Pneumonia and
influenza
2.
Tuberculosis
3.
Diarrhea
4.
Heart disease
5.
Stroke
The American flag had 45 stars.
The population of Las Vegas,
Nevada was only 30.
Crossword puzzles, canned beer,
and iced tea hadn't been
invented yet.
There was neither a Mother's Day
nor a Father's Day.
Two out of every 10 adults
couldn't read or write.
And, only 6 percent of all
Americans had graduated from
high school.

Marijuana, heroin, and
morphine were all available over
the counter at local corner
drugstores.
Pharmacists said, "Heroin clears
the complexion, gives buoyancy
to the mind, regulates the
stomach, bowels, and is, in fact,
a perfect guardian of
health!" (Shocking?)
Eighteen percent of households
had at least one full-time
servant or domestic help.
There were about 230 reported
murders in the ENTIRE U.S.A. !
I am now going to forward this
to someone else without typing it
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myself.

It is impossible to imagine what
it may be like in another 100
years.

From there, it will be sent to
others all over the WORLD all in
a matter of seconds!

Kikkert on LED Lights
Check out the article on LED lights!
https://returntonow.net/2017/11/15/dark-side-led-lighting/

Service Bars – Tom Burkett
This is a list of people to whom I have mailed their overdue pins a/o bars. There was an envelope in
with the items I received and felt it best to get them out to people at this time. It would appear that
some of these have been overdue for a few years. Some of the recipients do not reside in the
Edmonton area, so with Jerry’s permission, I will continue in future to mail the pins as they come due.

Last Name

First Name

Reg Number

Date Joined Vets

Bar Due

2018 Dues Paid

Date Received

DYCK

Frank S.

15769

1987-12-01

30

2018-01-24

2018-01-31 Mail

KALNITZKY

Lou

18382

1997-05-01

20

2017-10-19

2018-01-31 Mail

ROOKE

Dave

18928

2007-06-01

10

2017-11-21

2018-01-31 Mail

JOHNSON

Robert W

19742

2002-04-01

15

2018-01-20

2018-01-31 Mail

DOBBIE

Thomas A

19876

1987-12-01

30

2018-01-31 Mail

CERKOWNIAK

Michael J

19972

1987-06-01

30

2018-01-31 Mail

MILLER

Glen W

21005

2007-07-01

10

2017-11-10

2018-01-31 Mail

BODNARYK

William

21123

1992-12-01

25

Life Member

2018-01-31 Mail

GILLESPIE

Harland Dale

21932

2002-04-01

15

2018-01-09

2018-01-31 Mail

CAMERON

Robert J

25574

1997-04-01

20

2018-01-31 Mail

KESSLER

David G.

25683

2002-03-01

15

2018-01-31 Mail

BATES

Barry

29012

1992-06-01

25

2017-12-05

2018-01-31 Mail

MORIN

Franklin L

29075

1987-03-31

30

2017-12-16

2018-01-31 Mail

O'REILLY

Terry Patrick

29151

2010-09-01

5

2017-12-07

2018-01-31 Mail

CHORNEY

Dave

30866

2012-07-01

5

HUBBEN

Willem

31503

1987-06-01

30

2017-11-28

2018-01-31 Mail

ROSS

James Nelson

34496

2007-03-01

10

2017-05-03

2018-01-31 Mail

WILKINS

Manon M

38673

2000-07-01

20

2017-04-25

2018-01-31 Mail

HUNT

Francis P

C3021

2012-04-01

5

2017-12-09

2018-01-31 Mail

KOLODYCHUK

Rudolph

PS13359

2001-05-01

15

2018-01-30

2018-01-31 Mail

2018-01-31 Mail
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February’s Guest Speaker

Gail Elton-Smith BSc PT

Learn the signs of STROKE

Stroke Service Coordinator
Stroke Program,
Edmonton Zone
Alberta Health Services
#8419 11402 University Ave
Edmonton, AB T6G 2J3
tel: 780- 407-8729
fax: 780- 407-2809

Act FAST because the quicker you
act, the more of the person you save.

LCD Projector purchase for presenters
At the last Division Executive meeting, the acquisition of an LCD projector
was discussed. The Division executive voted in favour of purchasing an
LCD projector to enable all presenters.

KARE - Victim Services Society
KARE Victim Services assists the RCMP through the missing persons process by
supporting the families that have been impacted and through increase of
public awareness. There are 400 to 500 missing persons in Alberta of which
members go through 65-100 files each week.
Probable causes of a person being classified as missing are: accidental,
wandered off/lost, runaway, unknown, and foul play suspected. Regardless of
the reason, family members may suffer an ambiguous loss.
Ambiguous loss – A term that was first coined by Pauline Boss in the 70’s,
comes from an uncertain loss of a loved one and affects the psychological well-being of those affected.
Families/loved ones spend a lifetime looking for answers and the living in limbo can be excruciatingly
overwhelming.
Members of the KARE Victim Services team provide emotional support for the families dealing with
ambiguous loss.
If you know of anyone needing support, please call or email at any time.
780-995-5273
Fax: 780-509-3353
Email: info@karevictimservices.ca
Web: https://karevictimservices.ca
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Membership Dues
Membership Dues remain today at $50.00 annually. To pay your dues, you may do one of the
following;
1. Create a personalized cheque or money order payable to the Edmonton RCMP Veterans’
Association and mail it to; Tom BURKETT, 77 Foxboro Link, Sherwood Park, Alberta, T8A 6N9
or
2. Internet banking via email address to dues@edmrcmpvets.ca The security question is as
follows: Where is K Division? The appropriate answer is: Alberta.
If you are a new member and you use E transfer, please email your application to Tom BURKETT
viflyguy@shaw.ca If you have questions about dues, call Tom at (587) 269-4550 .

Critical notice
Your responsibility, is to pay your membership dues before the end of January. If your regimental/employee
number appears below, your annual membership dues have not been received. Please review the list below
to ensure you are NOT on the list of defaulters.
15348

20734

25150

29482

33628

37676

37057 0.2430

15774

20755

25574

29587

34005

37872

A/CST

15850

20898

25598

29757

34132

38099

A1058

15958

21154

25683

30015

34267

40117

A2167

15983

21220

26507

30724

34630

40179

A3204

16768

21319

26602

30815

34875

40366

A5548

17092

21344

26630

30839

35174

40394

A7743

17236

21555

26724

30866

35369

40480

C00919

17416

22593

26892

31270

35874

40764

C01030

17519

22858

26958

31772

35936

40939

C01281

17984

23017

26985

31783

36027

41095

C02863

18287

23059

27249

31888

36161

42209

C05220

18418

23061

27563

31928

36661

42325

PS15056

18892

23411

27895

31958

36797

42552

S01209

19129

24096

28578

31961

36803

43011

S02460

19344

24428

28590

32463

37012

53188

19860

24733

28722

32883

37041

53415

19876

24851

29259

33412

37090

25845 0.1700

19972

25016

29261

33609

37455

36710 0.2322

(Correct 2018-02-03)

When you make a commitment, you build hope.
When you keep it, you build trust!
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Important NOTICE:
If you have a plaque(s) with the Force Crest on it, and don’t care to retain it any longer,
turn it in! Don’t just cast them aside! There’s a timeless use for them that hadn’t been
considered before! The Edmonton Veterans Association would like to acquire those Force Crests from
your old plaques, so they may be fastened to new Urns we have manufactured. The Crests are usually
only held on by double sided tape and are easily removed in most cases.
If you wish to contribute to the new Urn plan, you may send the brass crests to our RCMP Gift Shop @
K Division HQ. 11140 109 St. NW, Edmonton, Ab T5G2T4. You may also drop them off at the Gift Shop
(780-412-5572) when you’re in to make that important purchase. Or, give them to any member of the
Veterans Executive you may know. The recipients will be eternally grateful!

Canadian Veterans Pensions – 2018-01-30
The application, which was filed in the top court on Wednesday, also asks the judges to rule whether
the concept of the "Honour of the Crown" applies only to Canada's relationship with Indigenous
people or whether it can be expanded to cover the way the government deals with groups such as
veterans and members of the military.
"There is a need for those who give their life and limb for Canada to know that they have this obligation
[on the part of the government], that is not a matter of discretion, not a matter of something that can
be changed, that they can count on it when they go into battle for their country," Don Sorochan, the
lawyer who has been fighting the case for free, said this week in a telephone interview.
Mark Campbell, a retired infantry major who was left permanently disabled after he walked over an
improvised explosive device in Afghanistan in June, 2008, is one of the six Equitas veterans. The case,
he said, goes to the heart of why Canadians enlist in the military.
"You don't put your life on the line without some sort of reciprocal agreement that you're going to be
looked after should things go sideways," said Mr. Campbell. "To find out, as we did though the B.C.
Court of Appeal, that there is no basis law for any sort of a social covenant or any sort of special
arrangement between the government of Canada and those who serve was quite shocking."
In their arguments, which were found in 2014 by the B.C. Supreme Court to have enough merit to
proceed to trial, the veterans pointed to statements made by Canadian politicians such as former
prime minister Robert Borden, who recognized there is a "social covenant" requiring the government
of Canada to look after those who fight on behalf of the country.
But the appeal court, which overturned the B.C. Supreme Court's ruling, said "the idea that
inspirational statements by a prime minister containing vague assurances could bind the government of
Canada to a specific legislative regime in perpetuity does not, in any way, conform with the country's
constitutional norms."
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The appeal court also rejected the veterans arguments that Honour of the Crown holds the
government to historical promises it has made to members of the Armed Forces. The court found that
the Honour of the Crown is a distinct concept related to obligations that the Crown has to First Nations
as a result of taking their lands.
If there is no social covenant and the Honour of the Crown does not apply to those who have served in
the military, "let it be said by the Supreme Court of Canada," said Mr. Sorochan.
Letters to family members from soldiers who fought in the First and Second World Wars and in Korea
contain "promises that were made to them to induce them to go and fight for their country,'" he said.
"So I don't know how the B.C. Court of Appeal can sit there and say 'this is just a statement from a
politician, it's of no never mind, they can change their mind.' I don't think they should be able to change
their mind."
The Canadian Press

Mark your 2018 calendar:
2018 Executive Meeting
Schedule
Feb 22
Mar 22
Apr 19
May 24
June 21
Aug 23
Sept 20
Oct 25
Nov 22

2018 Dinner Meeting
Schedule
Feb 27
Mar 27
Apr 24
May 29
Jun 26
Sep 25
Oct 30
Nov 27
Dec 00

A lot of people understand the RCMP
Veterans Association is for Regular
Members alone. Untrue! We are open to
all RCMP employees; RM, PS, CM and the
like. If you are not a member of the
Edmonton Veterans’ Association, you may
attend a general dinner meeting as a
member’s guest without becoming a
member. Or, if you are not an RM, you may
join as an Associate Member at no cost. It’s up to you to take that first step into a larger family of friends. Try
us out. You may enjoy the experience and decide to join.

On the Menu, this month:

February 27

Fried Rice, Chow Mein, Lemon Chicken, Ginger Beef, Veg. Spring Rolls
Also: Caesar Salad, Coleslaw, Pasta Salad, Buns and Fruit, Coffee & Tea.
Price: $25.00/plate.

malcomm3@hotmail.com

Location: Woodvale Facility & Golf Clubhouse 4540 50th Street, Edmonton,

Ab

Meet & Greet: times 5:30 pm with dinner served at 6:30 pm. General Meeting to follow.
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Thank you
A person asked, “What are you going to do now that you’re retired? Are you going to join volunteer
groups?”
In answer to the question, many members continue employment with what life and service had
provided them, or, they just stay home. But here’s the point in this. People who have lived the life of
an investigator, digging into what makes society tick, most always can be counted on to involve
themselves in their communities to help others in some way large or small. People who have not
been there, done that as a career/lifestyle choice, will say of these people; they have altruistic ideals!
Everyone loves to feel good about positively affecting people in their communities, to the betterment
of all. When you receive a direct reply acknowledging your efforts, it qualifies the effort.
Below are two such recognitions. The first is from a young, newly minted RCMP member and family,
who while having just arrived on transfer to Fort McMurray, had
a family tragedy in British Columbia. The financial status of the
family prevented them from attending the funeral in
BC. The Edmonton Division of the RCMP Veterans
Association stepped up and helped with a donation
that would allow the member and his family attend
the funeral. Our President contacted the MLD Fund
in Ottawa and secured a matching grant, so the
member could be with his family in BC.
The Second example is from Valour Place. For
those who are unaware, Valour Place is nearly the
same as a Ronald McDonald’s Home which in this
case, supports Military and RCMP members who
are from outside Edmonton. Valour Place is the only
one of its kind in Canada. You can check out their
website here - http://valourplace.ca
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Cruising the UK & Norwegian Fjords 2019
Good Day RCMP Veterans.
Rhonda is an Honorary Member of Vancouver Division of the RCMP Veterans Association and has in the past
assisted with organizing the RCMP Veterans Association Annual General Meeting in 2012 (Alaska Cruise) and
in 2016 (Canada New England Cruise). These events were most enjoyable and many of the attendees
mentioned that it may be good to present opportunities for members to cruise together in the future. She has
extensive knowledge about cruising and has made this offer to the former members of the RCMP as well as
their friends. This is a great opportunity for our former members to re-new old friendships, have a Troop
reunion or just have a thoroughly enjoyable relaxing time seeing new vistas. Hope to see you aboard.
R.L. McKee
Director
RCMP Veterans Association
Rhonda from Expedia Cruise ship centers Coquitlam would like to share a couple of itineraries for 2019. We
are starting to gather a group and wanted to share to see if there were others interested in joining. Note:
Flight between Amsterdam and Southampton is required between cruises.
Everyone is welcome to join on one, the other or both. If there are some people interested in the Fjords cruise
and would like to cruise pre or post on that same ship, that is also an option, just let me know and I can
provide details.
Deposits are refundable up until final payment Spring 2019. If you have a future cruise credit with Celebrity,
this can also be applied for additional on board credit. If pricing changes or additional offers are available we
can take advantage. Best to secure your room early.
Cruise #1 – August 13th, 2019 12 nights British Isles
Celebrity Reflection (return Amsterdam)
Cruise ship centers bonus $50 on board credit per
stateroom
Bonus for ocean view and balcony staterooms – pick 1*
following 4 “Perks”. *Concierge and above categories pick 2
•
•
•
•

of the
Perks.

Classic Beverage Package for 2
$300 on board spending credit per stateroom
Complimentary Gratuities for 2
Complimentary Wifi for 2

Day
Tuesday Aug 13
Wednesday Aug 14
Thursday Aug 15
Friday Aug 16
Saturday Aug 17
Sunday Aug 18
Monday Aug 19

Port of Call
Amsterdam, Netherlands
At Sea
Edinburgh, United Kingdom
Invergordon, United Kingdom
At Sea
Glasgow, United Kingdom
Belfast, United Kingdom

Arrive

Depart
5:00 PM

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

6:00 PM
7:00 PM

7:00 AM
9:00 AM

11:59 PM
8:00 PM
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Tuesday Aug 20
Wednesday Aug 21
Thursday Aug 22
Friday Aug 23
Saturday Aug 24
Sunday Aug 25

Liverpool, United Kingdom
Dublin, Ireland
Cobh, Ireland
St Peter Port, United Kingdom
At Sea
Amsterdam, Netherlands

6:00 AM
7:00 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM

5:00 PM
5:00 PM
6:00 PM
7:00 PM

6:00 AM

Cruise #2 – August 25th, 2019 7 Nights Norwegian Fjords
on Celebrity Silhouette (return Southampton)
Cruise ship centers bonus $50 on board credit per
stateroom
Bonus for ocean view and balcony staterooms – pick 1*
following 4 “Perks”. *Concierge and above categories pick 2
•
•
•
•

of the
Perks.

Classic Beverage Package for 2
$300 on board spending credit per stateroom
Complimentary Gratuities for 2
Complimentary Wifi for 2

Day
Sunday Aug 25
Monday Aug 26
Tuesday Aug 27
Wednesday Aug 28
Thursday Aug 29
Friday Aug 30
Saturday Aug 31
Sunday Sep 1

Port of Call
Southampton, United Kingdom
At Sea
Bergen, Norway
Alesund, Norway
Flam, Norway
Stavanger, Norway
At Sea
Southampton, United Kingdom

Deposits are refundable up until final payment
Spring 2019. If pricing changes or additional offers
are available we can take advantage. Best to secure
your room early.
Pricing/Deposits (refundable) and securing your
room.
Deposit for 12 night cruise: $480 Cdn per person
Pricing from:
Ocean View from $3827 Cdn per person
Balcony from $4157 Cdn per person
Concierge Balcony (2 perks) from $4457 Cdn per
person
Aqua Balcony (2 Perks) from $5077 Cdn per person
Suite (4 Perks) from $8337 Cdn per person

Arrive

Depart
4:00 PM

12:00 PM
8:00 AM
8:00 AM
7:30 AM

8:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:00 PM
5:30 PM

6:00 AM
Deposit for 7 night cruise: $265 Cdn per person
Pricing from:
Ocean View from $2968 Cdn per person
Balcony from $3388 Cdn per person
Concierge Balcony (2 Perks) from $3988 Cdn per
person
Aqua Balcony (2 Perks) from $4808 Cdn per person
Suite (4 Perks) from $6258 Cdn per person
To book or for more information please contact:
Rhonda Thibault –
rthibault@cruiseshipcenters.com
Office: 1.800.667.0057 / 604.937.7125 or Cell:
604.782.0962
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The Gift Shop
Why not stop by the Vets Canteen/Gift Shop for your Valentine gift giving? We have some unique items for
everyone, including the hard to buy for. And, stay tuned to the
about our Valentine’s

rcmpgiftshop.ca website to find out

Day Sale (hint: Jewelry)!

And remember, for those of you lucky enough to be travelling to warm places,
we have inexpensive items, like pins & pens, to show your RCMP pride.
Stay warm out there!
Kim Bechtold
Manager
RCMP Vets Canteen/Gift Shop

>>>> We are open Tuesday-Friday, 10am-2pm. <<<<
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Newsletter Input
If you have anything you think should appear in the Division newsletter that would be of interest to our
readers, please send it to me at VetsNews@Shaw.ca Items may be stories of old exploits as you have recently
observed herein. Or, it could be any other item of interest. We will not publish anything which may
negatively affect a known person. As always, you will assume responsibility for story content. The Association
assumes no liability on your part.

Gift Shop Website Menu
The RCMP Gift Shop “main menu” should be explored! There are several links in our menu to other websites
that will be of great assistance or information to you. If you have come across a website that you feel is one
that would benefit everyone, please notify me at VetsNews@Shaw.ca with the relevant information about the
website and why you feel it would help others as a new resource to them.

Contact
If you wish to contact a member of the Edmonton Veterans’ Association,
you can do so by sending an email to: President@edmrcmpvets.ca
If you wish to contact the editor of the newsletter, to pass on information of any
kind for inclusion in the newsletter, you can email the editor at:
VetsNews@shaw.ca.

Editor: Rob Stewart

Important Notice:

We are always trying to reduce the cost of providing this newsletter to
our members. If you are the recipient of a printed copy of this newsletter and do have access to an internet
capable computer, please let the Edmonton RCMP Veterans Association know ASAP either by telephone or
email. It’s up to you.
Cheers from the editor!
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