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PRESIDENT’S CORNER – January 2018
The year 2018 is soon upon us as
2017 is leaving us. As we reflect on
2017, there are many very good
memories of the activities and
events of the Edmonton Division of
the RCMP Veterans’ Association. A
review of the 2017 Newsletters is a
great way to recapture some of
those memories.

A University of Kansas study
found that smiling—even
fake smiling—reduces heart
rate and blood pressure
during stressful situations.
So, try a few minutes of
YouTube humor therapy
when you’re stomping your
feet waiting in line or fuming
over a work or family
situation. It’s difficult not to
smile while watching a
favorite funny video.

December 8, 2017 was a spectacular
event with our annual Christmas
dinner, dance, and silent auction.
The evening was a great success and as one person stated to me, “We must be doing something right” as
people from two other parties came in to listen and dance to the music being provided by the ‘SPURS’.

The SPURS
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The SPURS dance band is a group of three of our own Association members made up of Jean Turgeon, Mike
Babin, and Chris Carroll. These gentlemen did an excellent job and we hope to see them back again in the
future. Jim Medley joined them with his bag pipes for a few numbers which was really a pleasant surprise.
This was a great hit and we hope to see Jim and the Spurs doing more numbers together next year.

The silent auction was an example of generosity shown by the number of items donated (95 in all) and all the
interest and active bidding by the group. The proceeds of the Silent Auction go to food hampers for the needy
in our Division area.
The dinner was a superb tasty turkey and ham dinner with all the trimmings. It was again, one of the very
best to be had. To ensure all that whom wished to attend were able to do so, we increased the attendance to
120 people making the room a bit crowded, however, it was doable, and we hope to double the space next
year which will allow for more to attend and easier movement around the tables.
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This event required many hours of volunteering by our Social Committee and other members whom
volunteered to help with set up and clean up, etc.

To you all, I wish to extend a big THANK YOU and to
everyone whom donated and bought items on the silent
auction, many thanks for making this a success once
again. The variety and quality of the items was impressive
and there just had to be something for everyone.
We were able to provide 4 hampers this year (2017) in
total. Boyle, Athabasca, and Sherwood Park detachment
areas were selected this year and were provided with help
from the respective Detachments and Victim Services
staff.
Shopping for the food and packing the boxes was a crew
of Bruce Allen, Stella Medley, Bob Stewart, Elaine Schnepf
and myself. Bob Stewart did his professional job of the
photography as well between adding items to the carts.
Absent was Jim Medley immobilized by a bad back that
day. He recuperated within a couple of days with the help
of his private nurse, Stella. MANY THANKS to Bruce Allen
and Bob Stewart whom made the trip to Boyle and
Athabasca for deliveries of a hamper to each of those
detachment areas and to Tom and Denise Burkett whom
assisted Elaine and myself with 2 hampers in Sherwood
Park.
3

A huge THANK YOU to Stace Ransom, Manager, Save-on-Foods at the south store in St.
Albert for their assistance and a generous discount for the hampers as well. Without this assistance from the
generosity of Stace and Save-On-Foods, our budget would have been held to 3 hampers only. As you will see
by a photograph further in the Newsletter, shopping for the hampers was a great team effort.
As of January 1st, I will commence my 5th year as President of the Edmonton Division. I am looking forward to
the challenges that come with it. Our Executive and myself will be bringing as much support and valuable
information to our membership as we possibly can.
It is always a challenge to keep improving and providing more for everyone. We will be putting our efforts
towards just that, in bringing a vibrant and exciting year of activities, speakers, entertainment, and excellent
meals for our meetings.
If you have any ideas or suggestions for any speakers or activities, please bring them forth to one of the
Executive members. We’ll put it to our Executive for discussion and a plan to implement your request.
Elaine and I wish you all the best in 2018. May the New Year bring you much happiness, good health,
prosperity, and safe travels.
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!

the Commanding Officers desk
The Alberta RCMP Welcomes New
Federal Criminal Operations Officer
I’m pleased to announce the
appointment of Chief Superintendent
Stephanie Sachsse to “K” Division as the
new Federal Criminal Operations
(CROPS) Officer, Assistant
Commissioner.

If you believe that strategic
thinking is only for senior
executives, think again! It can,
and must, happen at every
level of the organization; it’s
one of those unwritten parts
of all job descriptions. Take
ownership of making changes,
spotting problems and
coming up with
improvements. When you talk
to people who think like you
do, you end up thinking the
same, and you fail to see
reality.

C/Supt. Sachsse currently holds the
position of Officer-in-Charge of Criminal
Operations in “B” Division. She has a
rich career with the Force and brings in
over three decades of experience to her
Todd Shean
new role. C/Supt. Sachsse is an
experienced domestic and international financial crimes investigator with a background in drug enforcement.
Her contributions have been and will continue to be invaluable to the RCMP.
The newly created position exists in every division across Canada. C/Supt. Sachsse will directly report to the
Commanding Officer and have oversight of the Federal Mandate Project’s resources within the division. She
will ensure a clear separation of the role, responsibility, accountability and stewardship between the federal
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and contract mandates for the RCMP. I wish C/Supt. Sachsse all the best in her new role and look forward to
working closely with her.
The 2017 Veterans’ Christmas Dinner: An Enduring Tradition
Thank you to all of you who worked so hard to organize the
annual Veterans’ Christmas Dinner. I was honoured to
attend this wonderful event, and was grateful to spend
time with the many of you and your family members in
attendance.
Occasions such as these are wonderful opportunities to
rekindle old friendships and foster new ones. It is a
tradition I will look forward to next year and it was lovely to
share in the camaraderie that was very present in the room
during the evening’s festivities.
Crime Reduction: More Wins Ahead

Todd Shean

The Alberta RCMP is moving forward with a multi-layered Crime Reduction strategy which will see a multitude
of efforts across the province coordinated under Criminal Operations.
A robust intelligence program which we are currently working hard to strengthen, along with improved
management of calls for service, goes beyond arrests and strengthens our efforts to tackle rural crime. The
strategy informs our operations and helps us identify individuals responsible for the greatest amount of crime
impacting our communities.
The coordination of the Crime Reduction strategy has already proven successful in 2017. Last July, working
with the Edmonton Police, we conducted the largest fentanyl seizure in Canadian history. In November, a
recently formed Central Alberta District Crime Reduction Team arrested three repeat offenders responsible
for roughly 300 calls for service. Lastly, in the first half of December alone, we arrested seven repeat offenders
and conducted over 10 successful interventions primarily aimed at major theft and drug trafficking crimes.
2018: A New Year Has Come
The beginning of a new year is the greatest time to reflect upon the previous year. The year 2017 marked
Canada’s 150th anniversary. The Alberta RCMP celebrated this milestone by re-enacting the March West. The
ceremonial event allowed us to think about our country’s history and our organization’s vision moving
forward.
As we welcome 2018, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all our members for the successful
operations they conducted in 2017. I would also like to express how grateful I am to all of you for the
unconditional support you provide us, as veterans, in support of our operations. I am excited to tackle the new
year’s challenges with our accomplished employees.
T.G. (Todd) Shean, M.O.M.

Deputy Commissioner
Commanding Officer “K” Division
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Assistant Commissioner Marlin Degrand retires
Originally from Regina, Sask., Assistant Commissioner Marlin Degrand joined the RCMP in Spruce
Grove, Alta. in July 1987. Last month Marlin left the Force and went over to the Alberta Government.
A retirement function was held at K Division HQ Officer’s Mess for him. His friends and fellow workers
recounted the high points of his career. Joined by his wife Teresa, Marlin thanked all that came to bid
him farewell.
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Accolades aside, the tears came when Marlin thanked his wife for all that she went through with him.
All the party photos may be viewed at http://www.robstewartphoto.com/RCMP-Edmonton-VetsAssn/Marlin-Degrand-Retires/i-NdzSSJP

An Irish Recommendation
In a certain Irish settlement in Canada, where the customs of the
native country were well observed, a wake was being held for a
deceased neighbour. As sometimes unfortunately happens at
such affairs, a fracas occurred and one of the combatants being
struck on the head, died later, the result of a fractured skull.
At the inquest, the Jury was composed of sons of “Ould Erin” who
listened attentively as the medical evidence disclosed that the
deceased had possessed an unusually thin skull which could have
been cracked with very little force.
The Jury found according to the medical testimony given, and in
all seriousness added a rider to their verdict, to the effect that “a
man with such a thin skull had no business attending an
Irish wake!”

General Meeting Minutes
Minutes, General Meeting- Friday, December 8 ,2017 5:30 PM
Woodvale Community Centre, 4540-50 St., Edmonton, Alberta
Due to the number of guests present as well as introductions of special guests, there was no formal
start to the meeting with a motion to accept the minutes of the November General Meeting.

Grace

Nick Taylor

We pause to give thanks for the blessing of this meal. May the
food and our conversations celebrate God’s goodness and inspire us
to greater service. We thank you Lord, for gathering us here this
day to share this meal. We are grateful for time with colleagues,
for fond memories and the food that has been prepared for us.
Keep us mindful of those less fortunate than we and creative in
ways to share your love. Bless us, these gifts and fill us with
gratitude and love as we celebrate in your name.
Amen
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President Jerry Plastow, Introduced the special
guests, asked for a minute of silence for those who
have passed. He then had Nick Taylor say Grace.
President Jerry Plastow, thanked all those who
assisted with the setup of the room and of the
contributions to the silent auction.
President Jerry Plastow, announced the next General Meeting for Tuesday January 30, 2018. He
thanked all in attendance and wished everyone a Merry Christmas.
GUEST SPEAKER FOR JAN 30, 2018 DINNER MEETING
Kelsey Clelland, Manger
Edmonton Operational Stress Injury Clinic will be providing information on services provided to RCMP
Members and RCMP Veterans and their spouses and the Military. Web site;
http://www.ementalhealth.ca/index.php?m=record&ID=13265
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM

Hampered VETS
On 2017-12-19 @ 0800 hrs. The Edmonton RCMP Veterans Association commenced delivering on its
pledge to use funds raised from sales at our 2017-12-08 Christmas Dinner, Silent Auction, to purchase
and distribute Christmas Hampers of food to several deserving families within our Divisions area of
responsibility.
Jerry & Elaine Plastow, Bruce Allen, Stella Medley and Bob Stewart met at the Save-On-Foods store in
south St. Albert. The store staff and manager assisted us greatly. The store generously donated a
discount on all the merchandise in the hampers. The following is a sample listing of what was collected
in the hampers;

20 lbs. potatoes
5 lbs. carrots
20 lbs. onions
celery
Frozen Turkey (full)
Ham roast
Bread Crum’s
Poultry Seasoning
Crackers – Assortment

Popcorn – kernels
Christmas Crackers
Cookies
Christmas Napkins
Candy – packaged
Frozen Vegetables – peas,
corn, beans
Peanuts Butter
Cereal

Cranberry Sauce
Butter
Milk
Eggs
Honey
Gravy Packets
Etc.

For the four families, the total bill was approximately $1200 – less the store’s generous discount, we
were able to make the recipients very happy. One family was in Athabasca, Ab. Another family in
Boyle, Ab. And a further two families were recipients in Sherwood Park, Ab.
8

A big “shout out” must go to the Management and Staff of the St. Albert, Save-On-Foods store shown
above. With your help and generosity, together, we were able to bring our special Christmas giving to
those less fortunate.
The hampers were first taken to Jerry and Elaine’s home where Elaine had prepared delivery boxes
wrapped in Christmas paper. The food was apportioned for each family. Bruce and Bob delivered the
hampers they were responsible for to Athabasca and Boyle.
Arriving at Athabasca first, the recipient identified by the Athabasca Detachment members was
contacted to ensure someone was home to receive us and their hamper. S/Sgt Brian Nicholl and Cpl.
Steve Bereza, Athabasca Det. accompanied us for the delivery of the Athabasca hamper. The family
was thankful for the surprising gift from the Edmonton RCMP Veterans Association. From what was
observed at the residence, these members made the right choice!
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To Brian & Steve, and the rest of the Athabasca staff, our special heart felt thank you for helping us
make a family in your community a little happier this Christmas. It’s members like yourselves,
representing Canadian values from the heart, that make living in Canada great.
The next hamper delivery was to be made at Boyle, Alberta. Contacting Sgt. Raymond Tardif,
arrangements were made with their target family to accept the next food hamper.
It was remarkable how closely the Boyle Detachment members are attuned to their community. They
knew just where such a touch of generosity at this time of year would be best received. In addition to
our gift, the Boyle Det. Members and staff had collected and wrapped their own addendum of
Christmas gifts for the young family, all ready for placement under the tree.
The recipient was so taken with the hamper and Christmas gifts, she wanted to join the members in a
photograph commemorating the delivery. She was so very grateful for the Christmas gifts and hamper
for her family. Sgt Raymond Tardif and Cst Andrew Deme are shown below, with the recipient. Ray &
Andrew, thank you for your kind assistance, allowing the Edmonton RCMP Vets Assn bring a happier
Christmas to a family in need in your community. Please continue your great community work. It’s
apparent that your efforts there are paying dividends.

Task complete, we returned to Edmonton. We would like to take just a moment to thank both
detachment members and staff for their involvement in our Christmas Hamper program. From Bruce,
myself and all the Edmonton RCMP Veterans and friends who made this wonderful gift giving possible,
may you and yours have a Merry Christmas and safe New Year.
There were four Christmas Hamper destinations this year. The Second two hampers could not be
delivered until Thursday Dec 21, 2017. Thanks to Strathcona County Victim Service personnel Stacey
and Jessica, two deserving families were identified. With the help of Jessica, RCMP Cst. Chantelle
Kelly, Denise & Tom Burkette, Elaina & Jerry from the Edmonton Div., Veterans’ Association the
deliveries were made successfully.
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The first family was a mother and her teen age son. The second family consisted of a mother with five
children. Both families were extremely pleased to receive the hampers.
Our heartfelt thanks to all those who participated in this year’s silent auction. Your generosity has
made our annual Christmas Hamper possible. In the true spirit of Christmas, you have helped several
families enjoy a bountiful season.

Alberta History January
•

•
•

•

•
•
•
•

January 1, 1894 - Urban - Calgary incorporated as
Recent research shows that how we think
Alberta's first city, under Chapter 33, Ordinance of Northabout aging can impact the aging process
West Territories; population has grown to almost 4,000
itself. Thinking positively about aging has
people in the decade following the arrival of the Canadian
been linked to:
Pacific Railway; only community between Winnipeg and the
• Faster and better recovery from
Pacific with a waterworks and sewer system. Calgary,
injury, or disability
Alberta
January 1, 1974 - Police - Maurice Jean Nadon appointed
• Lower risk of chronic disease
17th Commissioner of the RCMP (to August 31, 1977).
• Lower risk of memory loss
January 2, 1929 - World War I ace Wop May takes off with
• Increased likelihood of helpfellow bush pilot Vic Horner to deliver diphtheria vaccine to
seeking, including preventative
Fort Vermilion, Alberta, 1600 km north. The pilots make the
medical care
trip in an open aircraft, with oil burners to keep the vaccine
from freezing. A crowd of 10.000 greet the heroes on their
• Less isolation and loneliness
return. Edmonton, Alberta
• Making the best of negative
January 8, 1932 - The Albertan newspaper reports that a
experiences, and handling stress
chinook in Calgary had caused a 36-degree swing in
better
temperature on the previous day, from 8 degrees below
zero to 44 degrees above zero. Calgary, Alberta
• Increased longevity of life
January 9, 1927 - Aviation - Blatchford Field is opened;
Edmonton's first airfield. Edmonton, Alberta
January 15, 1962 - RCMP Musical Ride placed on permanent, full-time basis. Ottawa, Ontario
January 19, 1886 - Weather - Edmonton's coldest temperature is recorded; −49.4 °C. Edmonton, Alberta

Kids can say the damnedest things!
Kids and their activities these days. Sometimes the grandparents have to
pitch in to help where the geography of today’s cities presents a logistical
conundrum for the parents. Here we are, delivering my 5-year-old
granddaughter to her afterschool advanced learning class, which is located in
a strip mall along a busy city corridor, two miles from her home. She knows
her mother will be meeting us there and we will be leaving for home.
Shortly after our arrival at the learning centre, her mother arrives with my
granddaughter’s older brother. We meet up on the steps of the mall to
exchange pleasantries. Her older brother says a short hello and runs off to
class. My granddaughter, not wanting to be outdone by her older brother,
then urgently turns to look at her mother. With a directing voice and finger
pointed states,” Mummy, you go and sit in the hall and wait for me! And do something on your phone
so you won’t get bored!” And with that, off she ran after her brother. Her mother looked over at me
with a grin. I lost it! That made my day.
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Mike Pepe @ 100 years

The following information was received from Mike’s
daughter Janice Pepe. Alex Geddes assisted in the
final document for all to see and enjoy.

The 2016 Canada Census reported 8,230
Centenarians with over 8,000 living in Ontario
(Statistics Canada, 2016).
December 2, 2017, RCMP Veteran, Michele
(Michael) A. Pepe (Rtd. S/Sgt #13134) joined
the prestigious Centenarians’ club.

CONGRATULATIONS Michele (Michael)
on your 100th!!

RCMP Veterans’ Association members, Jack
O-Reilly, Toronto Division and Regina Marini,
Georgian Bay Division, dressed in their Red
Blazers made their way to Port Elgin, ON to
present Mike with a tribute from Edmonton
Division and National President, Al Rivard, and
Board of Directors, RCMP Veterans’
Associations.
“Really, made my day!” states Mike.
Mike joined the Force on December 28, 1938 and served in “K” (Edmonton) and “B” Divisions
(Newfoundland). He retired on January 4, 1966. A 50+y Life member of the Edmonton Division,
he attended AGM 2014 in Ottawa. Currently, Mike is the second oldest surviving RCMP Vet
with the lowest regimental number (RCMP Veterans' Association Vancouver, Nov 2017).
On behalf of Jerry Plastow,
President, Edmonton
Division RCMP Veterans’
Association and members,
Jack and Regina presented
Mike with a beautifully
crafted 100th Congratulatory
Plaque decorated with RCMP
crest and insert with his
original 1966 membership
application with Edmonton
Division.
Mike states: This Plaque is going to hold a special place where I reside. It is truly
an honour for me to have received this very special gift from my Comrades.
Thank-you!
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On behalf of Al Rivard,
President, RCMP Veterans’
Association and its’
membership, Jack and
Regina presented Mike with
a 100th Congratulatory
Letter acknowledging
Mike’s years of service as a
RCMP officer (1939-1966)
and RCMP Veteran (50+y).
Celebrations, for Mike’s milestone day were
embraced and graciously hosted by the Royal
Canadian Legion (RCL) Branch 340 Port Elgin,
Ontario where Comrade Mike, a 50+y Life Member,
has served as president and service officer.

An

Comrade Mike Atkinson, Past President,
on behalf of President Dan Kelly, Ladies
Auxiliary, and RCL membership,
congratulated Mike on his milestone day,
reminisced of Mike’s legacy of long
service and projects within the RCL
Branch 340.
An estimated 200+ guests/family
celebrated with Mike, some of whom
travelled from distances afar –
Vancouver Island and New York City.
entertaining slide show, prepared by Mike’s daughter (Janice), provided by a ‘snap-shot’ of Mike’s 100-year
journey and showcased some of his greatest achievements.
Picture
Displays
&
Best Wishes
Table
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After graciously thanking
Jack O’Reilly and Regina
Marini for their
presentations on behalf of
RCMPVA Edmonton Division
and the “RCMPVA National
Division President, Al
Rivard”, Mike took to the
stage to entertain his
audience with a few of his
many memorable, detailed
and humorous stories of his
RCMP days.
“I will not forget this day. As a 50y+ RCMP Veteran, it was appropriate to have the ‘Red Serge
Members’ in the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 340, Port Elgin, ON, where I also hold a 50+y
Life Membership. ‘Thank-you’, everyone, for making my day!”
Mike A. Pepe (Rtd. S/Sgt)
Mike’s ‘tales of long ago’
(see more in September 2017 Edmonton RCMP
Veterans’ Association Newsletter)

In 1938, when I joined the RCMP it was acceptable to use one’s baptismal certificate, if you did
not have a birth certificate. My baptismal certificate showed ‘Michael’. Some 50-odd years
later, I needed a birth certificate. To my surprise it came back as ‘Michele’!
I discovered in my early days that I had to be careful about planning a weekend, as there could
be little notice of getting transferred. At this time, I was single and stationed in Calgary. In
planning with some of the friends that I had met, we were going to have a party weekend
which was to start on the Saturday afternoon after normal quitting time came. What a
change! I came back from the Mess Hall and about 1:15pm the Sergeant approached me and
said ‘You are going to Drumheller, today.” I asked, “Can this be changed to Monday?” The
Sergeant replied, “No, and you can pack your trunk and you will be on the 4pm bus to
Drumheller - there are no changes.” So, off to Drumheller I went. This is an example of one of
reasons why they liked single men in the force. It was easier to move one person rather than a
family.
In the 40’s, some detachments varied in their facilities. Interestingly, in one transfer to a small
community, I was dropped off at an abandoned two-room school house. The front portion
was very small and the school room had been cleared of all furniture except for a single bed, a
couple of chairs and a coal-fired stove. A thing of interest was to find a bathroom, but to my
surprise, there was no bathroom! On looking out a window facing the back of the building, I
14

finally saw my bathroom on the edge of a back laneway. I was not long in making good friends
with the local hotel management.
As a Mounties wife, Olga had some tales of her own from her NFLD days:
“After arriving from Calgary and Banff my first impression of St. John’s was doom.”
“One memorable occasion I had baked a big, fresh blueberry pie and placed it
on the window ledge to cool. After some time, I noticed my pie was gone. I
couldn’t imagine what happened to it. Several days later, I opened the back
door and there was a big pail of freshly picked blueberries. A note attached
read, “Your pie was great! Please make us a couple more.”
“We found comradeship which, I am sure no other field of work would have
made possible. My fondest memories of our life in the Force are of these
young men in St. John’s, as well as the married members and their wives. We
were all eager to help one another, all eager to stay together. Truly, we were
one big happy family.”
(Duncan, J. (1974) Red Serge Wives (1st Ed). Centennial Book Committee, p.
181)
Centenarian, Mike, also received congratulations from many
dignitaries, including:
• Her Majesty the Queen
• Governor General of Canada (Julie Paget)
• Prime Minister of Canada (Justin Trudeau)
• Huron-Bruce MP (Ben Lobb)
• Town of Saugeen Shores Major (Mike Smith)
Interestingly, in 1970, Mike received a letter from then Prime
Minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau (Justin’s father) commending
him on his ‘excellent job’ of security arrangements during his
visit to Douglas Point (ON) where Mike was Chief Security.
St. Joseph’s Parish, Port Elgin, ON, held a special 100th
celebration Nov 26th with 80+ parishioners witnessing the
presentation of Mike’s ‘Apostolic Blessing’, Bestowed by His
Holiness Pope Francis.
Following retirement with the Force, Mike accepted a
Social Worker position in Edmonton. In 1967, he moved
his family to Ontario accepting a position to oversee
security of a small Ontario Hydro plant on the
Mississauga River. I969-1982 Mike was in charge of
security at the new nuclear plant on Lake Huron (BNPD),
near Port Elgin. Interested in municipal politics, Mike

Engaged!
(Met in Calgary)

1950 Married
NFLD
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served (1982-1987) as a Counselor for the Town of Port
Elgin, retiring from municipal politics after Olga became
ill and needed his attention. Olga passed away Nov 9,
1989 due to cancer.
Mike liked to keep busy enjoying family time, and the
outdoors (camping, fishing and hunting). He served
many years as a Scout Leader in ON and AB and enjoyed
teaching youth survival skills. He also taught Hunter
Safety Courses.

1988 - 38y
married
Port Elgin
Their ‘darlings’ –
Janice, Stephen,
Michael
(Edmonton)

Thank-you From Mike’s family:
Dear RCMPVA Edmonton Division and RCMP Veterans’ Association National Executive and
Members,
As Mike's family, we believe him to be a truly amazing man --our treasure; our gift of a
loving husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather; a great role model and a man
of character. We have been so blessed to share so many of his accomplishments
throughout his life to date and look forward to sharing more.
It was his honour to serve with the RCMP so many years ago; and it was our honour and a
true privilege as his family, to be able to share and witness him being recognized for his
contributions and service.
Thank you, so very much, for being part of a once-in-a-lifetime moment that will be
cherished forever.
Very Sincerely,

Michael, Janice, Stephen and families
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Quick Justice

The following event story was submitted by Doug
Simmonds 15219. The story is rural Alberta in
1957. Doug’s account was researched on line and a
recollection of the event was located from another
source. Both accounts are amazing to read.

I will take you back to a period of time when I
was the man at Strathmore Detachment. Towns
and Villages under my command were Cheadle, Carsland, Rockyford and Standard and all the
surrounding area. In June 1957, the Royal Bank in Standard (1953 - Population 253) was broken into
through a back door. The only thing that was stolen was the managers loaded revolver from his locked
desk. The culprits also attempted to chisel the masonry at the back of the vault.
Backing up just a few months prior, a
group of citizens formed an
undeclared vigilante group who were
my ears and eyes in that village. They
did not carry weapons. During the
course of the bank burglary one of
these citizens advised me that a black
car with a purple top with
Saskatchewan license with six
numbers had been around the village
the day before and had attempted to
pick up his daughter. There were two
men in their mid-twenties.
Around the first part of August l957, at
7.30 a.m. I received a telephone call from this same citizen and advised me the car was back in town
and parked across the street from the back door of the bank. He gave me the number of the
Saskatchewan License which was six numbers and the color was the same. No one was in the car. In
those days, my wife and I were usually up and eating breakfast.
I jumped into the police car which was sitting in
front of the detachment, radioed Calgary to obtain
the Registered owner of the vehicle and headed off
for Standard some forty miles North East. I radioed
Gleichen Detachment for assistance in the event
there was something to this phone call.
On arrival at Standard, there was the car in the
same location with no one in it. I drove around the block, to the restaurant where the two bank
employees had their breakfast, but only found one of them. He advised me that the other employee
had gone to the bank to clear up some paper work from yesterday. The manager was away on
holidays. I asked the employee if the signal was on or off and he said it was still on meaning it was not
ok for other employees to enter.
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The time was now 8.15 am. I then requested that he proceed to the front door of the bank and to
pretend to put the key in the door and observe what happens. Apparently when he did that, one of
the robbers took a peak at which time the employee backed off and yelled at me, “They’re in there and
are breaking for the back door!”
I then drove the police car towards that location so I was between their vehicle and the bank. Now I
could not see the front door of the bank. NO WORRY, I then noticed a citizen of the roof of another
building across the street with a rifle aimed at the front door and another man behind a large power
pole with a rifle aimed at the bank. I was again on the radio to Calgary asking for assistance as I was
not sure of the situation inside the bank. Also, Gleichen Detachment car
was on its way with two men.
I had no loud hailer or speaker on the police car, so I cupped my hands, told those inside the bank that
they were surrounded and to come out one at a time with their hands on top of their heads. In about
one minute no. 1 come out as
directed. I instructed him to walk
The Judge was obviously
to the right side of the Police
car. He did. On arrival, I told him
getting more and more
to reach for the siren, situated
above the driver’s side. He was
annoyed with the jury and at
searched, handcuffed and
placed in the back seat of the P.C.
last he announced: The second robber then came
stocking over his head. When
off of his head. He was
stocking to see if I pulled hair
his head. He was searched,
partner in the back seat.

“I discharge this jury!”
A tall lean member of the
twelve stood up.
“Say, Judge, you can’t
discharge me.”
“Can’t discharge you? – and
why not pray?” thundered the
other.
“Waal,” replied the juryman
pointing to the Counsel for
the defense, “I was hired by
that guy over there.”

out, all masked with a nylon
he arrived, I yanked the stacking
completely bald. I looked in the
and all. He advised that he shaved
handcuffed and placed beside his

The robbers told me there was
only the two of them, which was
confirmed as the other bank
employee came out of the bank
tied up with a coat hanger to an
arm chair. The citizens released
the employee from his bonds. I
then again called Calgary to call
them off as the suspects were in custody, but asked the Gleichen car to come to the scene. I then
borrowed one member from that car to assist in escorting.
We then proceeded to Strathmore, laid charges of Attempted Bank Robbery, B.E.& Theft of the earlier
time and Unlawful Confinement of an Individual. They both plead guilty to all charges and were
sentenced to three years each. All sentences to run concurrently. They both signed waivers of appeal
and were on their way to Prince Albert.
In retrospect, the bank got their gun back and all but three bullets, which the robbers claimed had
been fired to see how the gun worked. No attempt was made to use the gun. The car was turned over
to the father of one of the accused. Justice in those days did not take as long. Now they would have
obtained a lawyer etc. and dragged it on for several weeks or months.
Thank you. Doug Simmonds
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The following is an excerpt from the Standard community archival
book called “From Danaview to Standard”, produced by the
Standard Historical Book Society in 1979. The stories within the

book are recollections by book contributors and not factual
unbiased accounts of events. Some of the excerpts bear the
names of the contributors, but sadly this account of the Standard
Royal Bank Robbery did not have an author identified. The
account of this robbery is noted on page 18 of this book. The

recollection reads as follows;

In June 1957, the unbelievable happened. The branch was held up
and robbed of $4,105. With a bald-headed prairie where one could
see for miles this had never seemed possible. The robber was later
apprehended at Golden B.C., having spent all his money with five friends on wine, women, and song.
His apprehension was very interesting. That day, a gentleman in Strathmore was purchasing a license
plate and told Dick Caldwell he would like a low number like the car parked outside the office. Later
that same gentleman, on reading of the robbery, thought it fitted the description of the same car,
notified police but could only remember the last three digits – 088. Also of interest, Mr. Bob Simmons,
who investigated the robbery, is now Commissioner of the RCMP of Canada.
It seems word went around that Standard was an easy hit because during
the next four years there were six attempts. In May 1958, robbers once
more broke into the bank, ransacked the office and stole one revolver.
They were unsuccessful at prying off the vault combination. A car
bearing Saskatchewan plates had been seen driving around town
numerous times that day, and was under suspicion by Constable
Rasmussen. In July of the same year, the two fellows who had stolen the
revolver returned and broke into the bank before opening time to await
the arrival of staff. They tied up the first employee, Bob Ludwig.
Fortunately, Terry Lysing and Jim McLauchan noticed something amiss
and did not enter. Constable Stanley Rasmussen, passing through the
town at 7 a.m., observed the Saskatchewan car that had been in the town a few months earlier, and
alerted the RCMP and also the towns people. By the time the RCMP arrived, many citizens had
positioned themselves with firearms behind power poles, corner buildings which many recall was
like a scene out of an old west movie. In fact, a car full of tourists passing through actually wondered
if a movie was being shot. The robbers surrendered, the bank revolver found on their persons, and
they were sentenced to two years in prison.
Instead of stressing about
a traffic jam, for instance,
appreciate the fact that
you can afford a car and
get to spend a few extra
minutes listening to music
or the news, accepting
that there is absolutely
nothing you can do about
the traffic.

Standard, is a village located in the southern part of the province of Alberta, Canada. It is
situated within the County of Wheatland, approximately 80 kilometers (50 mi) east of the
city of Calgary. The Canadian Pacific Railway tracks pass south of the village. The village
was originally settled by Danish immigrants. In 1909, a delegation of Danish men came
from Iowa to the Chimney Hills district to look for farmland on the 21,000 acres the CPR
had set aside for this purpose. In 1910 the first families moved into what was then called
the "Dana" area, and the 1910 CPR map shows the village's name as "Danaview". When
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CPR officials discovered they had a town bearing that name northeast of Saskatoon, they
would not permit two towns with the same name on their line. Hence the name Standard
from the Royal Danish Standard. With the arrival of trains in 1911, Standard became a
thriving service centre for the agricultural industry surrounding it.

KARE Victim Services Society
Did you know that KARE Victim Services not only supports the families of the missing and murdered, but
works side by side with the Missing Persons/Proactive unit to support families of the chronic runaways,
as well as ongoing support for the women living high risk lifestyles. We assist the members in
completing registries, and so far, there are over 2000 to date. We work with only the most credible and
reputable organizations to offer each of our clients the highest-quality supports available to them.
Some of the organizations we partner with include:
PSECA (The Protection of Sexually Exploited Children Act)
CEASE (The Centre to End All Sexual Exploitation)
The RCMP
ACT (The Action Coalition on Human Trafficking Alberta)
Edmonton Police Services
Other Victim Services Units
If you know of anyone seeking support or information,
please contact us.
Contact Information
780-995-5273
Fax: 780-509-3353

Email: info@karevictimservices.ca
Web: https://karevictimservices.ca

Important NOTICE:
If you have a plaque(s) with the Force Crest on it, and
don’t care to retain it any longer, turn it in!

You may have been celebrating
Boxing Day for decades without
actually knowing what it stands for.
Observed annually on December 26 in
Canada, the U.K. and Commonwealth
countries around the world, Boxing
Day was traditionally the day
employers would give their staff
Christmas presents, called "boxes," to
celebrate the season. But since the
day after Christmas is now usually a
statutory holiday, in our modern
society, we now often give those
boxes to ourselves.

Don’t just cast them aside! There’s a timeless use for them
that hadn’t been considered before! The Edmonton Veterans Association would like to acquire those
Force Crests from your old plaques, so they may be fastened to new Urns we have manufactured. The
Crests are usually only held on by double sided tape and are easily removed in most cases.
If you wish to contribute to the new Urn plan, you may send the brass crests to our RCMP Gift Shop @
K Division HQ. 11140 109 St. NW, Edmonton, Ab T5G2T4. You may also drop them off at the Gift Shop
(780-412-5572) when you’re in to make that important purchase. Or, give them to any member of the
Veterans Executive you may know. The recipients will be eternally grateful!
20

2018 Pension indexation

Treasury Board has determined the
2018 pension indexation rate will be
1.6% effective 2018 January 01.

Membership Dues
Membership Dues remain today at $50.00 annually. To pay your dues, you may do one of the
following;
1. Create a personalized cheque or money order payable to the Edmonton RCMP Veterans’
Association and mail it to; Roger Goulet, 6537 199th Street NW, Edmonton, Alberta, T5T 6N1, or
2. Internet banking via email address to dues@edmrcmpvets.ca The security question is as
follows: Where is K Division? The appropriate answer is: Alberta.
If you are a new member and you use E transfer, please email your application to
rogergoulet@shaw.ca If you have questions about dues, call Roger at (780) 483-0222.

Critical notice
Your responsibility, is to pay your membership dues before the end of January. If your regimental/employee
number appears here, your annual membership dues have not been received. Please review the list below to
ensure you are NOT on the list of defaulters.

19123
19129
20755

23017
29259
31928

34267
36003
40394

53188
A3204
S01897

When you make a commitment, you build hope.
When you keep it, you build trust!
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RCMP Veterans Identification Cards

CORRECTION to last month’s newsletter ID Card email address.
The following email was received. Apart from the electronic email address, the remainder of the message did
not change.
Good Day,
I checked with Kevin McGillivray with respect to which email address as listed in the message below was the
correct one to send in your request – his response is as noted in red. Therefore, the correct email address is
as follows: RCMP.RetiredID-IDRetraite.GRC@rcmp-grc.gc.ca not the one that was in the NL.
Your humble servant....
Kees
As you may be aware, RCMP ID coordinators in the divisions are no longer processing
these cards and National Compensation is currently reviewing the national rollout of
this program to determine the most efficient process for distributing identification cards to
former employees.
As you can appreciate, it will take some time
to identify all those who are eligible to
receive a retirement ID card.
To aid in this process could you please
provide the following information:
Your name:
Rank at retirement:
Division at retirement:
Years of Service:
Date of Discharge:
Regimental number/HRMIS number:
Contact info: (email address and home
address)
Additional information pertaining to the process for receiving your card will follow in the coming
months.
Thank you for your patience.
RCMP Member Benefits Unit
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Mark your 2018 calendar:
2018 Executive Meeting
Schedule
Jan 25
Feb 22
Mar 22
Apr 19
May 24
June 21
Aug 23
Sept 20
Oct 25
Nov 22

2018 Dinner Meeting
Schedule
Jan 30
Feb 27
Mar 27
Apr 24
May 29
Jun 26
Sep 25
Oct 30
Nov 27
Dec 00

A lot of people understand the RCMP
Veterans Association is for Regular
Members alone. Untrue! We are open to
all RCMP employees; RM, PS, CM and the
like. If you are not a member of the
Edmonton Veterans’ Association, you may
attend a general dinner meeting as a
member’s guest without becoming a
member. Or, if you are not an RM, you may
join as an Associate Member at no cost. It’s up to you to take that first step into a larger family of friends. Try
us out. You may enjoy the experience and decide to join.

On the Menu, this month:

JANUARY 30

Roast Baron of Beef, Yorkshire pudding, cabbage
rolls, perogies, roast potatoes, fresh vegetables
and all the other assorted salads etc.
Price: $35.00/plate.

malcomm3@hotmail.com

Location: Woodvale Facility & Golf Clubhouse

4540 50th Street, Edmonton, Ab

Meet & Greet: times 5:30 pm with dinner served at
6:30 pm. General Meeting to follow.

S/M Kevin McGillivray
For those who didn’t know him, you missed meeting a member
with genuine ideals who really knows his stuff. As K Division’s
Staff Sergeant Major, exemplary communication skills are
paramount in the position. For the Veterans’ Association
members throughout the province, he was the go to person you
could depend on. Sitting tall in the saddle, the person assuming
the S/M’s position will have a tough act to follow.

S/M Kevin McGillivray

Kevin has accepted and moved into a Staff Sergeant’s position (one of two) at Stony Plain Detachment.
The role he filled as S/M will be filled in the New Year. Kevin, from all the Veterans in Alberta, our best
wishes in your new position.
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The Rolling Barrage – Reprint from Franks Facts and Funnies with permission.
This very worthwhile effort is something that effects all of us as well as all first responders and military. A higher
number of police involvement both active and retired would certainly help the cause.
We are in the early stages of organizing the 2018 version of The Rolling Barrage.
2017 was the inaugural ride for this very worthy cause, travelling from St. John's Newfoundland to Victoria over
15 days. It was an opportunity to join in a peer support and memorial event for our brothers and sisters lost.
PTSD is a silent killer. If we can all get on the same page, maybe we can help save a life.
TRB is a rolling fundraiser presented by Military Minds
Inc., in support of veterans and serving members as a
show of strength, and unity to conquer the stigma of
combat PTSD.
This fundraiser is more than just about raising money.
Although it is our primary goal, so that we may launch
and maintain programs (Exfil & The LZ) under the MMI
banner, it also encourages veterans, serving CAF
members and first responders to get together and
confirm our sheepdog society. The LZ teaches the client
how to recognize the symptoms of PTSD and OSI, the
science behind it and how to implement the tools
required in day to day life. Exfil is a family based
program and assists with helping families deal with the
issues faced with PTSD and an OSI. Both courses dovetail
with The Road to Mental Readiness (R2MR) employed by
both DND and the RCMP.

2017 Rolling Barrage Alberta - BC route segment

Brotherhood is significant in any healing and this will show the spirit across the nation. However, this ride is
open to ALL riders and not just military in nature. In fact, we openly invite civilian riders, as a way to show
resounding support for our troops. Canada was settled from the East to the West and our ride will symbolically
cover that path with the step off point in Nova Scotia to its Rally Point in Victoria, BC. Coast to Coast in 17 days.
An epic motorcycle journey, a metal horse, akin to those who traveled across this land with living horses 150
years ago.
Riders and supporters may join in at any point along the route and show a nationwide strength and unity that
our Veterans, serving CAF members and first responders deserve. It is with this rolling community that we shall
endeavour to conquer the stigma that surrounds PTSD and to provide care to those who need it through the
service to our nation.
Please join us, this will surely be an unforgettable journey.
Mark W. Doratti Director of Police Services

http://www.therollingbarrage.com/map/2018-dates-draft-route
https://www.mentalhealthcommission.ca/English/road-mental-readiness-r2mr
http://www.forces.gc.ca/en/caf-community-health-services-r2mr/index.page
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RCMPGiftShop.ca
Well, it's officially been one year since I became manager of
the RCMP Gift Shop/Vets Canteen and what I great first year
it has been! A heartfelt thank you to Shannon Turgeon for
recommending me and to the Canteen committee for having
faith in me.

You’re never too old
to throw random shit
into people’s shopping
carts when they’re
not looking!

And thank you to all of our customers for your support in
making 2017 our most successful year to date! Remember that all our proceeds go right back to the
Edmonton Vets Association where they are able to help charities, community programs & other nonprofit organizations.

I am looking forward to another successful and exciting year of growth as we transition from the Vets
Canteen to the RCMP Gift Shop, with the help of our good friend Bob Stewart and all his efforts on the
website;
RCMPGiftShop.ca
I wish you all a Happy New Year! Please stop in and say Hi!
Sincerely,
Kim Bechtold
Manager
RCMP Gift Shop

>>>> We are open Tuesday-Friday, 10am-2pm. <<<<
Newsletter Input
If you have anything you think should appear in the Division newsletter that would be of interest to our
readers, please send it to me at VetsNews@Shaw.ca Items may be stories of old exploits as you have recently
observed herein. Or, it could be any other item of interest. We will not publish anything which may
negatively affect a known person. As always, you will assume responsibility for story content. The Association
assumes no liability on your part.

Gift Shop Website Menu
The RCMP Gift Shop “main menu” should be explored! There are several links in our menu to other websites
that will be of great assistance or information to you. If you have come across a website that you feel is one
that would benefit everyone, please notify me at VetsNews@Shaw.ca with the relevant information about the
website and why you feel it would help others as a new resource to them.
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Contact
If you wish to contact a member of the Edmonton Veterans’ Association,
you can do so by sending an email to: President@edmrcmpvets.ca
If you wish to contact the editor of the newsletter, to pass on information of any
kind for inclusion in the newsletter, you can email the editor at:
VetsNews@shaw.ca.

Editor: Rob Stewart

Important Notice:

We are always trying to reduce the cost of providing this newsletter to
our members. If you are the recipient of a printed copy of this newsletter and do have access to an internet
capable computer, please let the Edmonton RCMP Veterans Association know ASAP either by telephone or
email. It’s up to you.
Cheers from the editor!
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