PRESIDENT’S CORNER – December 2017
MERRY CHRISTMAS to one and to all!
This last year has been a busy and exciting one for the members of
the Executive and Committee members. Looking back, it’s been an
enjoyable and interesting time of fellowship and learning. Our
Division has grown in many great ways!
Plans are always in the works to make our Division a strong and
vibrant one, providing helpful information, socializing, and support
no matter where your location. Did you know that besides our
Alberta members, we have members residing in British Columbia,
Ontario, Australia and New Zealand?
The BOOST program has received much positive feedback, proving it to be a very worthwhile program
for our membership. In the endeavour to provide encouragement and support, we ask if you know of
anyone in need of a “BOOST” relating to health issues, hospital stays, or troubling times, to please pass
along that information to myself at my email address at jplastow@shaw.ca. I will then pass it along to
the Boost Coordinator.
Our VETS Newsletter provides a communication link to all Division members
worldwide. We are very thankful that our former Editor, Bob Bacchus, kept the
Newsletter in publication for many, many years with thousands of hours of
volunteer time to produce, fold, and mail out hundreds of copies over the years.
We can never thank him enough for all he did in this regard. One more time,
Bob, many, many Thanks!

Bob Bacchus

We are also very thankful to have Bob Stewart’s enthusiasm and dedication as
present Editor as he continues the VETS Newsletter from the ground work of Bob
Bacchus. We are grateful to Bob Stewart, for taking on this huge assignment.
This is a very time-consuming volunteer “occupation”. Editor Bob’s well
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researched, informative articles and tremendous photography brings the Newsletter to life. If you
have something to submit to the Newsletter, Bob welcomes your ideas and input. You will find his
email link below in this newsletter.
We have very dedicated people working for our Division. I sincerely thank the gentlemen and women
of the Executive and Committees for the many hours of volunteer time you give all year through.
Together, we are moving our Division forward. Going forward, I am pleased to remain as President of
our Division and also pleased that all other members currently serving will also remain.
Our general meeting on Nov 28, 2017 was attended by 83 members and guests. What a room full of
wonderful people and all enjoyed great conversations. I also wish to thank each person for your
attendance and support of the Vets in our many functions and events. Many of you volunteer for
events without any recognition, therefore, at
this time, I want to make a special “Thank
You” to all whom have been “at the ready” to
volunteer and support our Division during
this past year.
We were pleased to have guests, Jamie
Ewatski President of the Edmonton Police
Service Veterans’ Association and Vice

President, Gary Jones and his wife Donna join us
for the evening.
Also attending as guests were President, Gerry
Vercammen, and Treasurer, Phil Bailey, of the

International Police Association. Gerry and Phil
gave a short presentation on the IPA and invited
members to join their Association.
These gentlemen also made a surprise
presentation of a 25 year IPA membership pin to
Don Martin. It was a great surprise for Don.
Congratulations, Don. It was a pleasure having
these guests join us and I hope to continue with
inter- association involvement.
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We were enthralled with a presentation
by Doug Stapleton and Jared Redekopp of
the RCMP Pipe Band highlighting their trip
to Vimy, France this past April. Their
presentation solidified our position with
making a donation to help with their
expenses as a very worthy cause.
These band members organized,
fundraised and contributed payment
themselves for sufficient support to make
this trip to represent the RCMP, all
Canadians, and our Nation. There was NO Government Assistance or sponsorship received, which is a
sad reflection of the times.
I welcome your ideas and suggestions which may be emailed to me or by phone call. We hope to
continue to provide worthwhile and interesting information, and good socializing throughout the
coming year. I look forward to next year’s events and seeing you all at our monthly meetings and
special causes and events.
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 30, 2017 at the Woodvale Community Facility. I hope to
see you all there. Have a safe, and happy holiday season. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

“The Commissioner has approved of a Regimental Tie for the use of all members and ex-members of
the Force.
The tie consists of a Royal Blue Silk fabric with diagonal yellow stripes 3/16ths of an inch wide. The
intervening blue portion is 11/16ths of an inch in width.
The tie is not to be purchased for presentation to any person who is not either a serving member or an
ex-member of the Force.
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the Commanding Officers desk
A/Comm. Marlin Degrand retires
A few weeks ago, A/Comm. Marlin Degrand announced his retirement
following a 28-year career with the RCMP. It has been a real pleasure
working with A/Comm. Degrand
throughout my career and for the
past few months in “K” Division. His
experience, professionalism and
leadership will truly be missed by all
who have had the opportunity to
work with him. Marlin will be
transitioning to his new role as
Executive Director, Law
Enforcement and Oversight Branch,
Alberta Justice and Solicitor General.
We wish him all the best in this new
position. The Senior Executive
Marlin Degrand
Todd Shean
Committee Team, E/ODR and
members of the Government of
Alberta, have commenced the process of identifying candidates for the Criminal Operations Officer
position. C/Supt Jerry Scott will be the interim Criminal Operations Officer until a permanent
incumbent is selected.
Officer Training Conference
On November 7-9, 2017, “K” Division held its annual Officers Training Conference. The purpose of this
year’s conference was to define the way forward for this division. To do this, I shared with the officers
the strategic plan that the senior management team and I have developed. The plan focuses on the
following priorities: crime reduction, a strong intelligence program that
supports operations, a call management strategy, recruiting initiatives
that will serve to recruit people who more accurately reflects the
communities we serve, communications, and mental health and
readiness for our employees. We dedicated an entire day to studying
the plan so we could familiarize ourselves with it and ensure
consistency in our work as we move forward with it.
We also heard from special guests during the conference: Brigadier
General Trevor Cadieu, Commander of the 3rd Canadian Division/Joint
Task Force West; Susan Brown, Senior Vice President of the Alberta and
Northwest Territories Division at the Bank of Montreal; and David

Trevor Cadieu
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Irvine, one of Canada’s most respected speakers on leadership and personal development. Each guest
speaker shared on a variety of topics including leadership, change management and international
engagement.
We also had the opportunity to attend the Banff Regimental Ball during this time. It was a great
opportunity to take part in one of the most enduring RCMP tradition. Overall, the conference and the
Regimental Ball were great successes that left many of us with a renewed sense of purpose going
forward.
Detachment visits
Since my arrival in May, I have been eager to learn about this division and familiarize myself with
operations, both at headquarters and at the detachment level. Throughout this process, I have had the
opportunity to speak directly to those working on the front lines and with me they have shared some
of the challenges and pressures they face. My senior management team and I have since worked
diligently to put together a strategic plan that will address some of these challenges and pave the way
for smarter and more efficient policing. I have been able to share this vision with frontline employees
while visiting over 30 detachments across the division. During these visits, I reiterated our priorities
going forward which are based on our recently created strategic plan. With these priorities in mind, we
will be able to deliver high quality, professional policing services to all Albertans.
Happy Holidays
As this year draws to a close, it is a natural time to look back and take stock on the year that has
passed. I am proud of the hard work and dedication I have seen our employees demonstrate all year
long. I am especially grateful for all the Veterans who have given of their time this year in service of
others during many events organized by this Division. I encourage you to take time this holiday season
to rest and enjoy quality time with your loved ones. The month of December can be a dangerous one
on the roads, especially with changing weather conditions and holiday festivities. Please take special
precaution on the roads during the coming weeks. Finally, I wish you all a safe and happen season and
all the best for the New Year.
A Stalwart Applicant - 1934
In
a
recent
letter,
applying for engagement, the writer
T.G. (Todd) Shean, M.O.M.
enlarged on his qualifications. His letter reads, in part;
Deputy Commissioner
Commanding Officer “K” Division
“…As for build, I am envied by all the local lads
and respected by all the feminine sex, but as to
them I am cold, always was. I think too much
of my health to worry them. I wouldn’t worry if
I never saw another woman all my life. I am
described here by all the girls and boys as a
Sportsman and a Gentleman an almost perfect
combination, don’t you think.”
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Executive Meeting Minutes
Meeting called to order: 10:00 AM
Members Present: Barry Callbeck, Gerald Plastow, Bruce Allen, Kees Kikkert, Tom Dunlop, Joe
Collinson, Nick Taylor, Bob Bacchus, Roger Goulet, Neal Stanley, Bob Stewart, Eric Lafoy.
Unable to Attend: Malcolm Mitchell, Elaine Schneft, Tom Burkett, Denise Burkett, Randy
Montgomery.
Guests: Mike Harvey, Joanne Peacocke, Don Belke, Dan Wegner
Special Guest: John Hovey reg. # 14696
Barry Callbeck, Secretary:
• Minutes from October Executive meeting approved as published.
Seconded: Bob Bacchus
Gerald Plastow, President:
• Gerald passed a birthday card around for everyone to sign for Mike Pepe’s 100th birthday. It
will accompany a very special plaque to be sent to Mike.
• A meeting for the 5 Vets divisions is being planned for Feb. or March 2018, information will be
sent out once dates and location is confirmed.
• Kare Victim Services is asking for a $2500.00 donation with a commitment for five years, Don
Belke was present to explain the need and where the monies were to be allocated, as the 2018
budget has been completed a motion was required to add it to the 2018 budget. Nick Taylor
moved that $1500.00 be donated for 2018 with an amendment to increase the donation to
$2500.00 if sufficient funds become available. Seconded by Kees Kikkert.
• Mike Harvey and Joanne
Peacocke attended the
meeting to introduce the
needs of the Slain Peace
Officers Fund. They were not
requesting a donation of
monies but rather would
appreciate two volunteers to
sit on their board. Nick Taylor
and Eric Lafoy volunteered
their assistance.
• A $500.00 donation was approved for Cst. Kevin Lemay from the wood Buffalo Detachment to
assist him with unexpected expense due to a death in the family.
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•

The social committee is in the final stages of planning for the Christmas Dinner Meeting, if
anyone has an idea for Silent Auction items please contact the committee. Present for the
meeting, Jerry Plastow, Elaine Schnepf, Jim Medley, Linda Plomp, Tom Dunlop, Don and Rita
Belke.
The Appreciation Diner Review looked at what was done and what could be done better.
Discussion was held as to the cost of the meals, there will be no change at the present time.
The idea of selecting recipients for having a gratis meal is being looked at as well. Ideas like
inviting regular members to a dinner meeting as guests is also being addressed. A list is being
prepared for ANYONE who would be willing to assist in areas like set-up, silent auction, etc. is
being prepared. If interested please let us know.

Jim Medley, Chair of Canteen Committee:
• The Canteen has been very busy with phone in orders, Kim has had a friend come in to assist
her due to the high volume of phone calls. The new webpage has enhanced sales.
Roger Goulet, Membership:
• We currently have 503 members, 20 still with outstanding dues.
• There are nine (9) new applications for membership, (Member: Douglas Winkleman, Ray
Peacocke, Wayne Maughan, Brian Rogers, Gwen MacDougal.) (Associate Member: Wendy
Farquhar, Joanne Peacocke, Monica Schimanke, Kathy Davis.)
Kees Kikkert, Past President:
• There are no expected changes to our Executive for 2018.
• The person looking after the Provincial Medals is off until Jan. 2018. Distribution of new medals
may be delayed until possibly May of 2018.
Joe Collinson:
• Joe has access to a 44 large Veterans
Red Blazer if anyone is in need of one,
along with the jacket are a few
accessories.
• Joe told the group that two members
have passed and that one is
hospitalized with others sick.
J.P.P. "Tom" CLEMENTS died in
Elkford, BC on the 19 Nov. 2017,
Douglas Wilfred HEGYI died in
Kamloops, BC on the 14 Nov. 2017 and
Jake WILLIS is in the Wetaskiwin
Hospital

S/M Kevin McGillivray & Veteran Joe Collinson
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Tom Dunlop:
• Requested that the dues for Mike Demaniuk be paid on his behalf, seconded by Kees Kikkert,
Roger Goulet indicated that all he needs are names of those who are ill to be given to him and
the matter will be taken care of.
Nick Taylor:
• Valour Place Appreciation was well received.
• A golf tournament is being discussed for Valour Place.
S/M Kevin McGillivray:
• The Columbarium is still ongoing, a staff change has interrupted the procedure. He confirmed
that K Division may approve this expense itself.
• A Headstone for “Bailey” has been put in place where it was an unmarked grave.
• A presentation was made to Cst. Dan Wegner by Jack Hovey passing on his spurs to Dan.
Meeting Adjourned: 11:30 AM
Date of next Executive meeting - September 24, 2018 @ 10 AM, same location.

General Meeting Minutes
Minutes, General Meeting-Tuesday November 28,2017 5:30 PM
Secretary, Barry Callbeck
Motion to accept the minutes
from the October meeting,
Seconded by Joe Collinson,
passed.
Barry
President Jerry Plastow
Jerry announced that a Donation was made to
Cst. Kevin Lemay of Ft. Mac. Detachment and
one to the Kare Project.
Jerry presented a plaque to Sylvia Monson on
behalf of the Friends of the Force.

Sylvia Monson & Jerry Plastow
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Past President Kees Kikkert
•

Announced that there was no change to the executive, and that anyone who would like to join
the executive to assist they would be welcomed.

Linda Plomp
• Linda made a motion that the budget posted in the newsletter be accepted. Seconded by Don
Martin. Passed
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM

Edmonton RCMP Veterans Division Executive Breakfast
The Associations Executive breakfast was held again this year at the L2 Grill in the Fantasy Land Hotel,
West Edmonton Mall. It was another great turn out.
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Holding on to freedom
Approaching our most joyous and sacred time of year for each of us in Canada, our thoughts turn to
happy times with our loved ones, our friends, our colleagues. For a moment in time, we mentally push
aside all the ugliness in our human existence. We wish each other a Merry Christmas and Happy
Holidays, each according to our personal traditions/customs.
But, what do we say to our peace officers; our men and women who are keeping us safe in our homes
while we celebrate with friends and relations. It’s their job! They signed up for this! They shouldn’t
expect any special consideration! They’re getting paid!
Do consider this. Those peace officers will be spending the holidays standing vigil for all of us. What
do we then say to their loved ones, their fathers, their mothers, sons and daughters, their husbands or
wives who will behind the scenes, spending yet another lonely Christmas remembering, praying, even
crying alone for them to come home safe?
Regardless of how sincere and imaginative you can be, there are only so many ways to express one’s
feelings of gratitude and admiration towards our members in uniform at this time of year. As we run
out of fresh and adequate words to say it, our best wishes and thoughts should go first to our unsung
Canadian heroes for enabling our freedoms past and present.
So, take a moment to give a special thanks to all those first responder families who give freely of
themselves, without special expectation, to protect us and keep us safe so you may exchange those
special gifts with your loved ones.
There are innumerable ways to describe or define our state of freedom. But to those who truly
understand that freedom is fleeting, bless you and thank you for your service.

Carrying Our History Forward
In an organization that is rich with history and traditions, it is ever so important to connect our RCMP
Veteran's with the serving members of today. An example of this was showcased on November 23rd
when retired Staff Sergeant Jack Hovey passed on his long shank spurs to Constable Dan Wegner.
Staff Sergeant (retired) Jack Hovey joined the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 1946 and retired
from the Force in 1969. Having recently celebrated his 95th birthday, Jack attended the Edmonton
RCMP Veterans Association Executive meeting this month to complete this special presentation.
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Sergeant Major Kevin McGillivray attended the presentation and stated, "Staff Sergeant Hovey was
one of the first to come forward when this idea was generated. These spurs were worn proudly by
Staff Sergeant Hovey at a number of special occasions and I'm happy to see them passed on to a
deserving member currently serving in the Mounted Police".
Staff Sergeant Jack Hovey’s
long shank spurs, complete
with their original leather,
were passed on to Constable
Dan Wegner. Constable
Wegner was recruited out of
Guelf, Ontario and attended
Depot in 2014. He was posted
to Boyle, Alberta where he
is nearing his fourth year of
service. Constable Wegner is
an active member of the "K"
Division Ceremonial Troop
and had participated in a
14696 S/Sgt Jack Hovey – 60818 Cst Dan Wegner – S/M Kevin McGillivray
number of rifle vigil parties at
various memorials. Constable Wegner stated, "It will be an honour to wear these long shank spurs
and to add to their history".
A lot has changed in policing in the last 71 years. Police officers of today are faced with cybercrimes
and technologically advanced criminals. While crime may change, it is reassuring to know that police
officers like Cst Dan Wegner continue to be hired because of the desire to promote Safe
Communities.
As these long shank spurs are passed on from regimental number 14696 to regimental number 60818,
one wonders what changes they will see in the next 71 years? Staff Sergeant Hovey had one request
for Constable Wegner, and that was, that he pass the spurs on to the next deserving member as he
moves along in his career.
S/M Kevin McGillivray

Alberta History December
•

December 1, 1869 - Confederation - Governor designate William McDougall enters Manitoba and
formally takes possession of the North-West Territory (Rupert's Land) for Canada, under the Deed of
Surrender signed November 19; commissions John Dennis to raise a police force. He had not yet been
told that John A. Macdonald was refusing to pay the HBC until peaceful possession could be
guaranteed. Meanwhile, at Fort Garry, the Métis National Committee has drawn up a Métis bill of
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rights as a condition for joining Canada; the Métis to elect their own legislature, English & French
official languages. The handover date will be delayed until July 15, 1870 due to the Red River
Insurrection. Fort Dufferin, Manitoba
December 1, 1874 - Police - NWMP Assistant Commissioner James Macleod meets with Crowfoot,
head Chief of the Blackfoot Nation, to help establish friendly ties; their relationship will lead to the
successful creation of Treaty 7. Alberta
December 1, 1920 - Police - Royal North West Mounted Police becomes the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police (RCMP) with the absorption of the Dominion Police.
December 1, 1969 - Crime - Police forces across Canada bring in breathalyzer testing to take blood
alcohol levels of suspected impaired drivers. Canada
December 2, 1922 - Justice - Emilio Picariello and his mistress Filumena Lassandro convicted of the
murder of A.P.P Constable Stephen Lawson at Coleman, Alberta on September 21, 1922; they will be
hanged on May 2, 1923. Edmonton, Alberta
December 3, 1960 - Aviation - Opening of Edmonton International Airport, Canada's largest airport.
Edmonton, Alberta
December 3, 1921 - Football - Toronto Argonauts defeat Edmonton Eskimos of the Western Canada
Rugby Football Union, 23-0 in the first East-West and 9th Grey Cup game. Argo Lionel Conacher scores
15 points, but then switched his game from football to hockey. The WCRFU joined the CRU that
season, and the Eskimos were the first Western team to play in a Grey Cup game. Rule changes
included reducing players from 14 to 12 per side; putting ball into play by snapping it back; limit of 18
players with substitutes permitted freely. Toronto, Ontario
December 4, 1973 - Trudeau government passes bill prohibiting wiretapping and other forms of
electronic surveillance except by police forces. Ottawa, Ontario
December 5, 1924 - Crime - Calgary Police Chief Ritchie says his police cannot stop the Ku Klux Klan
from recruiting in Calgary, if no laws are broken. Calgary, Alberta
December 6, 1882 - Police - The NWMP is ordered to transfer headquarters from Fort Walsh,
Saskatchewan to Regina. Regina, Saskatchewan
December 8, 1879 - Crime - The McLean Gang go on a rampage, killing John Ussher, a Kamloops
policeman arresting them for horse theft, and James Kelly, a sheep herder; they are later trapped in a
cabin near Douglas Lake; Allan McLean, Charlie McLean, Archie McLean and Alex Hare will be brought
to trial and executed in a group hanging on January 31, 1881. Kamloops, BC
December 8, 1880 - Media - First edition of The Edmonton Bullet, Alberta's First newspaper.
Edmonton, Alberta
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December 10, 1939 - Police - RCMP contingent sails for Europe as the No.1 Provost Company, to serve
as military police during World War II. Halifax, Nova Scotia
December 11, 1911 - Auto - Alberta brings in First Motor Vehicles
Act; sets speed limit in towns and cities at 15 mph, and at 20 mph
in less settled areas; outside urban areas, drivers required to slow
down to 6 mph when approaching or passing pedestrians and
horses, and to assist any horseman who required assistance;
drivers required to take out a license, must be over 16 if a boy or
over 18 if a young lady. Edmonton, Alberta
December 11, 1962 - Justice - Ronald Turpin, 29, and Arthur
Lucas, 54, are executed for murder in the Don Jail; Turpin was
convicted of shooting a Toronto police constable. Lucas was
convicted of murdering an FBI informant working in Canada;
Canada's last judicial hanging; the death penalty will be repealed in 1976. Toronto, Ontario
December 17, 1984: First female in RCMP Band - Cst. Kerry Ann Kutz
December 20, 2005 - Peacekeeping - Canadian police officer serving as a UN peacekeeper is shot to
death near a slum on the outskirts of the capital. Port-au-Prince, Haiti
December 21, 1910 - Police - Francis Fitzgerald and his Mounted Police patrol leave Fort McPherson on
their 800 km mid-winter patrol to Dawson, in the Yukon Territory, to deliver mail and to confirm the
presence of the Canadian police; will meet unusually heavy snow cover and -46 C temperatures; on
January 18, 1911, they turn back for Fort McPherson, but lose their way and run out of food after
eating their dogs; by mid-February the Lost Patrol members perish to a man; their bodies recovered
and buried in Fort McPherson March 28, 1911. Fort McPherson, NWT
December 22, 1967 - Justice Minister Pierre Trudeau, in presenting his Omnibus Bill reforming the
Criminal Code, tells the House of Commons that "There is no place for the state in the bedrooms of the
nation." His bill calls for decriminalization of
'homosexual acts' performed in private, making it
legal for women to get an abortion if a committee of
3 doctors feels the pregnancy endangers the mental,
emotional or physical well-being of the mother. The
bill also calls for the legalization of lotteries, further
controls on gun ownership, and breathalyzer tests on
suspected drunk drivers if police have reasonable and
probable cause. Ottawa, Ontario
December 25, 1914 - Hockey - First hockey game is
played at Edmonton's new arena (later named The
Gardens). Edmonton, Alberta
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December 29, 1967 - Justice - Parliament drops death penalty for murder, except policemen or prison
guards; for five-year trial period. Ottawa, Ontario
December 31, 1912 - Police - Lethbridge's notorious red-light district is raided by police for the first
time on New Year's Eve. Lethbridge, Alberta
December 16, 2006: First female Commissioner of the RCMP – Beverley Busson

The R.C.M. Police Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (1934)
“The regulations governing the issue of the Long Service and Good Conduct Medal have
been amended to provide that all members of the Force and ex-members who have served
with Good Conduct for not less than twenty years will be awarded the Medal. This
service does not include overseas service unless the member of the Force in question was
definitely on leave of absence during his term of service overseas.
In order to secure the Medal, each member of the Force concerned is required to submit
an application on a prepared form in duplicate. This form is available at all Divisional and
Sub-Divisional Headquarters, or may be secured on application to Headquarters Ottawa.
Upon the application being received at Ottawa, it is reviewed by a Standing Board on the
Medals and then submitted to the Commissioner for approval.
It is hoped to have the medals ready for issue later in the Fall. The issue of this medal
has aroused considerable interest throughout the country and the recipients will
doubtless regard it with great pride.”

Important NOTICE:
If you have a plaque(s) with the Force Crest on it, and don’t care to retain it any longer,
turn it in! Don’t just cast them aside! There’s a timeless use for them that hadn’t been
considered before! The Edmonton Veterans Association would like to acquire those Force Crests from
your old plaques, so they may be fastened to new Urns we have manufactured. The Crests are usually
only held on by double sided tape and are easily removed in most cases.
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If you wish to contribute to the new Urn plan, you may send the brass crests to our RCMP Gift Shop @
K Division HQ. 11140 109 St. NW, Edmonton, Ab T5G2T4. You may also drop them off at the Gift Shop
(780-412-5572) when you’re in to make that important purchase. Or, give them to any member of the
Veterans Executive you may know. The recipients will be eternally grateful!

2018 Pension indexation

Treasury Board has determined the 2018 pension
indexation rate will be 1.6% effective 2018 January 01.
The next Commissioner
It was great news to read when one of the K Division retired members
was chosen to assist with the choice of the next RCMP Commissioner.
D/Comm. (Rtd) Marianne Ryan is formally on the board. Congratulations to her and best wishes from the rest
of the Edmonton Division Veterans Association membership.

NWMP Slough Water
Ever wonder what slough water tastes like? Well, here’s the recipe from a Regimental Dinner 1936
here in Alberta.
6 parts
Sherry
2 parts
Rum
1 part
Gin
1 1/2 parts
Rye
1/4 part
Benedictine
6 parts
Strong Black Tea
1/4 part
Orange Juice
1/4 part
Lemon Juice
1/4 part
Maraschino Cherries
Mix and chill 24 hrs.
Add
8 parts
Champagne
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2018 NORTHERN NITE AGENDA September 14th & 15th

VENUE:
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
(50th ST AND 49th AVE)

5108 - 49th Avenue
Innisfail, Alberta
FRIDAY SEP 14TH
MEET & GREET
Cocktails and Appetizers 5:00 – 9:00
RIBS, WINGS, SHRIMP, COLD CUTS, VEGGIE PLATTERS ETC.

Cash bar
SATURDAY SEP 15TH
Cocktails 5:00 - 6:30
Prime Rib Dinner at 6:30
Cash Bar
ENTERTAINMENT - COWBOY POETS
"The Queen's Cowboys"
For additional details, go to (http://www.northernnite.com) Once their limit of 232 registrants is
reached a waiting list will be started. Please register by July 15th, 2018. Send the registration form
from their website along with your $60 “per person” cheque payable to Northern Night to: Gordon
Benko, 5363-36 A Street, Innisfail, AB, T4G 1E6. Ph.: 403-227-1487, Email: gtbenko@icloud.com

Job opportunity
Summer (May to September) 2018 RCMP Veteran - Alaska Cruise Lecture Opportunity
An Alaskan Cruise Ship line that travels from Seattle/ Vancouver to Alaska is looking for a some retired
RCMP Veterans to act as guest historians and provide (1 – 2 weeks) lectures on the RCMP from May to
August 2018. It is a one or two-week commitment. As part of the international guest lecturer program
offered on the ships traveling the Alaskan trip they would like to provide information on history of the
RCMP. Through surveys this is one of the most requested topics from cruise passengers. The cruise line
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would like the retired RCMP Vet to provide informative historical lectures on the positive history of the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
Some example past lectures included;
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

History and Formation of the North West Mounted Police
The North West Mounted Police and the Yukon Gold Rush
The History of the horses of the RCMP and the Musical Ride
RCMP and Forensics (CSI – RCMP)
Training of the RCMP – Stories from Depot
RCMP and its Military history (battle honors)
RCMP today a multicultural police force
RCMP and its United Nations Participation
St. Roch’s journey
RCMP Dogs
RCMP Musical Ride
The Mad Trapper and the Lost Patrol
And other positive RCMP stories

The lecturer is required to provide 3 professional power point 45 minute lectures. As part of the
lecture there is a 15-minute question and answer period which follows. The lecturers must bring their
own laptop and have use of audio visual material like power point. As part of the Cruise Line lecture
circuit you are advertised on ship newsletter as a retired Mountie guest historian and not a police
officer. This is non-profit and you are a volunteer and not paid for this. Your accommodation and food
(cruise) is covered for you and your assistance (spouse?) for the one or two-week Alaskan trip. You are
expected to follow some protocol like not to speak on anything controversial/political, etc. The
passengers are generally interested in RCMP history as it relates to Canadian history.
Your participation provides passenger (tourists) with positive memories and interaction with a retired
RCMP veteran. The demographics of our passengers are predominately retired seniors and you as a
RCMP veteran would fit in well. This is the eleventh year of the program which has seen over 200
RCMP Vets participate.
Qualifications
§
§
§
§
§
§

RCMP Veteran (retired members only)
Good public speaking skills
Able to speak to a group of up to 300 people
Computer literate – able to provide power point presentation with own laptop
Do not suffer from sea sickness
Valid Canadian passport for yourself and assistant
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Application
If you are interested in being an RCMP guest historian then please send the below information
to JulieSmithGold@gmail.com
1 – Name
2 – Year retired and total service year in the RCMP
3 – Short biography on yourself and provide lecturing qualifications

Transfer to Phoenix on hold “indefinitely” for RCMP civilian
employees after CUPE forces government to change course
A recent injunction application filed by CUPE in Federal Court to prevent the transfer of more RCMP
civilian employees to the flawed Phoenix pay system has achieved the desired result, even though it
had yet to be heard by a judge. RCMP civilian employees, who want to join CUPE, will now be
protected from the government’s Phoenix fiasco.
The federal government just informed Canada’s largest union that the transfer of the remaining RCMP
civilian employees to Phoenix scheduled for April 26, 2018 is being put on hold “indefinitely”. The
blackout period scheduled to start on December 1, 2017 is also postponed, which means that the pay
of employees who are promoted, reclassified or transferred will continue to be adjusted immediately
in the current pay system, and will not be put at risk. An injunction application hearing scheduled to
take place on Wednesday, November 29, will now be adjourned.
“CUPE’s political and legal pressures clearly forced the government to completely change course. This
is a sweeping victory for the RCMP telecommunications operators and intercept monitoring analysts
who want to join our union,” said CUPE’s National President Mark Hancock. “It gives them a taste of
what CUPE can do to protect the interests of its members. No employee in any part of the public
service should ever have to see their livelihood jeopardized the way so many have under Phoenix.”
“Since the problems with Phoenix won’t be fixed anytime soon, according to the recent Auditor
General report, the President of the Treasury Board now has to make sure that the indefinite hold will
mean that not another RCMP civilian employee will be transferred to Phoenix. Nobody should be
forced to live under the stress and uncertainty of wondering whether they will get a paycheck or not,”
added CUPE’s National Secretary-Treasurer Charles Fleury.
CUPE has filed applications for certification of RCMP telecommunications operators and intercept
monitoring analysts with the Federal Public Service Labour Relations and Employment Board.
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Try this cipher problem (1934)
…Head Quarters has contributed the following cipher problem, as a test of the members of the Force.
“A robbery had been at a large Trust company in a Canadian city, over the weekend.
The only clue discovered by the police, consisted of a crumpled slip of paper,
beneath an open fan-light through which entry had evidently been effected. On
this slip of paper appeared the following group of letters;
ETEKU SUELPBVBUS ZBVK HPXZF LFVBW WTVUP
&
CTVKUP QXFXATFS IPBQTD
“The paper was handed to a cipher expert who returned it in a short time with the
remark that it was a simple transposition cipher and that the writer had studied
typewriting methods. As a result of the information contained in the deciphered
message the criminals were apprehended in due course.”
Are you able to decipher the message? Find the answer to this problem in the newsletter. ;-)

Membership Dues
Membership Dues remain today at $50.00 annually. To pay your dues, you may do one of the
following;
1. Create a personalized cheque or money order payable to the Edmonton RCMP Veterans’
Association and mail it to; Roger Goulet, 6537 199th Street NW, Edmonton, Alberta, T5T 6N1, or
2. Internet banking via email address to dues@edmrcmpvets.ca The security question is as
follows: Where is K Division? The appropriate answer is: Alberta.
If you are a new member and you use E transfer, please email your application to
rogergoulet@shaw.ca If you have questions about dues, call Roger at (780) 483-0222.
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Critical notice
Your responsibility, is to pay your membership dues before the end of January. If your regimental/employee
number appears here, your annual membership dues have not been received. Please review the list below to
ensure you are NOT on the list of defaulters.
19123
19129
20755
23017

29259
31928
34267
36003

37090
40394
44980
53188

A3204
A7213
C919
S01897

X1214

When you make a commitment, you build hope.
When you keep it, you build trust!
2018 Annual General Meeting Notice
A modified AGM 2018 will be held at the Best Western Plus Airport Hotel, 1715 Wellington Ave,
Winnipeg, MB R3H 0G1, on the 25th May 2018. The AGM is being co-hosted by the President/Board Of
Directors (BOD) of the Association and Manitoba Division.
The BOD suggests that everyone attending, travel to Winnipeg, Manitoba on the 24th May and return
the 26th May or stay on for a visit to Manitoba. All Active, Life Members, spouses, partners are
encouraged to attend, and however, there will be no formal activities planned other than President’s
Reception and a dinner for the Presidents, BOD and invited guests on the 25th May.
Alex Geddes
Association Secretary, RCMP Veterans’ Association, Ottawa, Ontario.

RCMP Veterans Identification Cards
As you may be aware, RCMP ID coordinators in the divisions are no longer processing
these cards and National Compensation is currently reviewing the national rollout of
this program to determine the most efficient process for distributing identification cards to
former employees.
As you can appreciate, it will take some time to identify all those who are eligible to
receive a retirement ID card.
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To aid in this process could you please provide the following information:
Your name:
Rank at retirement:
Division at retirement:
Years of Service:
Date of Discharge:
Regimental number/HRMIS number:
Contact info: (email address and home address)
Additional information pertaining to the process for receiving your card will follow in the coming
months.
Thank you for your patience.
RCMP Member Benefits Unit
Postmaster@rcmp-grc.gc.ca [mailto:Postmaster@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

Mark your 2018 calendar:
2018 Executive Meeting
Schedule
Jan 20
Feb 22
Mar 22
Apr 19
May 24
June 21
Aug 23
Sept 20
Oct 25
Nov 22

2018 Dinner Meeting
Schedule
Jan 30
Feb 27
Mar 27
Apr 24
May 29
Jun 26
Sep 25
Oct 30
Nov 27
Dec 00

A lot of people understand the RCMP
Veterans Association is for Regular
Members alone. Untrue! We are open to
all RCMP employees; RM, PS, CM and the
like. If you are not a member of the
Edmonton Veterans’ Association, you may
attend a general dinner meeting as a
member’s guest without becoming a
member. Or, if you are not an RM, you may
join as an Associate Member at no cost. It’s up to you to take that first step into a larger family of friends. Try
us out. You may enjoy the experience and decide to join.

Upcoming Monthly Menus:
8-Dec

Sold Out!

Christmas Dinner ($55)
th

Location: Woodvale Facility & Golf Clubhouse 4540 50 Street, Edmonton, Ab
Meet & Greet: times 5:30 pm with dinner served at 6:30 pm. General Meeting to follow.
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Cipher Answer
Six correct solutions were received from Divisions; O,B,E,K, & F Divisions. A solution
containing only one error was received from Mrs. Otter Stewart, Ottawa. The transposed
letters of the cipher are contained in the sentence used by those practicing the touch method
of typewriting, as follows; THE QUICK BROWN FOX JUMPS OVER LAZY DOG. By
elimination of duplicate letters and the substitution of the straight alphabet the message
appears; CACHE SECURITIES WITH BROWN UNTIL LATER & GATHER DONOVANS
FRIDAY.

December Menu:

Christmas Dinner/Silent Auction and Dance.
Roast Turkey, Gravy, Honey Mustard Glazed Ham,
Cabbage Rolls, Perogies, Mashed Potatoes,
Garden Fresh Vegetables, Variety of Salads, Assorted Pickles,
Raw Vegetable tray with dip, Assorted Tortes, Cheese Cakes,
Pastries, Fresh Fruit, Dinner Buns, Butter, Tea and Coffee.

>>>>>> sold out! <<<<<<
RSVP now to: jplastow@shaw.ca
Live Entertainment: The Spurs

Gerry Babbin singer & lead guitar, Jean Turgeon guitar, Chris Carroll drums

R.C.M.P. General Order No. 66
“The Commissioner has approved of a Regimental Blazer for use in connection with Athletic
Organizations of this Force and for the use of members of the Force.
The Blazer is made of dark blue flannel bordered with yellow piping or cord. The top of each
pocket is trimmed with the same material. The sleeve is trimmed with yellow piping or cord at a
distance of 3 ½ inches from the edge of the cuff. The R.C.M. Police embroidered crest is on the left
breast pocket and there are two brass or gilt buttons for buttoning in front.”
“(G.O. 148) Referring to G.O. 66 Part 1; with respect to the issue of the R.C.M. Police Blazer;
permission is hereby given for the Blazer to be worn by ex-members of the Force who were
honourably discharged.”
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RCMPGiftShop.ca
I enjoy getting to know my customers and helping them find just what they are looking for. Have a
safe and secure Christmas. From all of us at the Gift Shop, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
We are open Tuesday-Friday, 10am-2pm.
Thank you,
Kim Bechtold
Manager, RCMP Gift Shop
780.412.5572

The unsung heroes in the mail room
This year was our first year of significant
change to our newsletter in Edmonton.
Previously our newsletter was delivered
via an electronic compression file of a
type familiar to most computer systems
and attached to an email fanned out to
all our membership.

Brenda – Brian – Leanne
computer available, a printed version of the
newsletter is still available. It is this
secondary delivery system and the
personnel behind it at K Division HQ that
need to be recognized for their kind
assistance to the Edmonton Division each
year. Without their assistance, continued
delivery of the printed version of the
newsletter would be a concern.

There remains only two ways to receive
the newsletters, electronic through our
new web page at the RCMPGiftShop.ca - or - for those who don’t have a

On December the first, the Print Shop
personnel were taken for lunch at the
Chateau Louis Hotel on the Vets. It is our
way each year to say thank you for your kind assistance and support of the Edmonton RCMP Veterans
Association.
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Newsletter Input
If you have anything you think should appear in the
Division newsletter that would be of interest to our
readers, please send it to me. Items may be stories
of old exploits as you have recently observed herein.
Or, it could be any other item of interest. We will not
publish anything which may negatively affect a
known person. As always, you will assume
responsibility for story content. The Association
assumes no liability on your part.

Contact
If you wish to contact a
member of the Edmonton
Veterans’ Association,
you can do so by sending
an email to:
President@edmrcmpvets.ca

Editor: Rob Stewart

Mike Pepe receiving the Edmonton RCMP Veterans
Plaque commemorating his 100th birthday. The
plaque contains Mike’s original application to the
Edmonton Division of the RCMP Vets Assn.

Happy Birthday Mike!

If you wish to contact the
editor of the newsletter, to pass on information of any kind for inclusion in the
newsletter, you can email the editor at: VetsNews@shaw.ca.

Important Notice:

We are always trying to reduce the cost of providing this newsletter to
our members. If you are the recipient of a printed copy of this newsletter and do have access to an internet
capable computer, please let the Edmonton RCMP Veterans Association know ASAP either by telephone or
email. It’s up to you.
Cheers from the editor!
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