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PRESIDENT’S CORNER – September 2017
Special notice: Tuesday, SEPTEMBER 26, 2017 is our regular meeting
night, however, it will also be our Annual Appreciation night....please
mark your calendar. This is going to be a good one!
Where has the summer gone? Fall is upon us, and it’s back to the routines
of fall activities, harvesting of gardens, and resuming our monthly
meetings. Two significant items, of the many things that occurred over the
summer; the annual general meeting (AGM) of the RCMP Veterans
Association was held in Charlottetown, PEI in June, and; the March West
re-enactment at Ft. Saskatchewan.
The AGM was a very concise meeting in
the time allotted. Unfortunately, our time meeting was insufficient to cover
several areas of concern we and the Divisions had. Additional details are
outlined further in this newsletter.

I hurt my foot driving the
other day. Do you know
who I called?
I called the toe company!

On June 30th, several of our members attended the
re-enactment of the March West which was held in
Ft. Saskatchewan at the old RCMP Fort. I was

amongst those present to represent our Division and
enjoyed the entrance of the horse drawn wagons and
several mounted riders decked out in various RCMP
uniforms. I’d like to thank our members who took the
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time to come out to this event and provide various interesting and often humorous stories of occurrences in
their time of service.
The most recent Division Executive Director’s meeting was held August 24, 2017 with 10 members present.
Sadly, and for those who may not be aware, Director Marie Goulet passed away on August 11th of this year.
Marie served as a Division Director and Social Committee member for our Association for many years. Marie
was very instrumental in organizing and planning of many of our social events throughout the years. She set
the bar very high for these functions and was always willing to address the finer special details. With her
husband Roger, Marie managed our Canteen at K Division Headquarters for several years. Last year, Marie
initiated the Boost Program, which is the first of its kind for the Veterans Association nationally. She felt very
strongly about this uniquely supportive program for our Division members when adversity, loss, or illness fell
upon them. Marie touched many lives while with us and will be forever remembered. We will always keep
her close in our hearts. Condolences go out to Roger, and all her loving family and many friends.
One of Marie’s favorite events is the annual Appreciation Dinner. We will all miss her at this year’s annual
APPRECIATION DINNER, which is now fast approaching. The dinner will be held at Woodvale Community
Facility on Tuesday, September 26, 2017. Full details will appear further in this newsletter. We look
forward to seeing all of you on September 26.
When does a sandwich cook?
When its bakin’ lettuce and tomato.

Annual General Meeting (AGM) Summary of 2017,
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island June 1-3, 2017
June 1, 2017
The President’s reception was held allowing those in attendance to renew acquaintances and meet
new people. This was a very relaxed affair held in a conference room overlooking the harbour.
June 2, 2017
The day began with a few opening remarks from National
President, Al Rivard. Guest Speakers covered topics
relating to RCMP Veterans and Serving members.

What kind of car did the iPhone buy?
A Charger

Walt Natynczyk,
Deputy Minister of Veterans Affairs Canada, General (Ret’d) CMM, MSC CD
Natynczyk gave a short presentation of interesting points. He emphasized the changes in Veteran
Affairs Canada (VAC). Now the benefit of the doubt goes to the Veteran. VAC provides support to all
RCMP members, Veterans and their families. At present, there are 8000 RCMP Veterans, 3000 serving
members and 100 survivors eligible for VAC assistance.
Encouragement is being given to RCMP Members and our veterans to ask for help early. Studies have
indicated that many members are not seeking professional help regarding Mental Health Issues. It was
stressed that it so important to seek proper help and encourage the younger people to do likewise.
Natynczyk finished his presentation relating his own story about having PTSD.
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RCMP Deputy Commissioner, Dan Dubeau, CHRO
Dubeau has a mandate to service RCMP
members and veterans. A veteran’s Advisory
committee has been created. An updated
benefit guide for all Veterans is to be released
shortly. His office is working on creating a
seamless transition from active service to the
RCMP Veterans’ Association. They are
currently working on the logistics for a new
Member ID Program which would include
Veterans Identification cards. The new ID card
will be like an operator’s license. God willing, a trial sample will be out later this year. The RCMP is
exploring creating their own Occupational Stress Programs (OSI) based on the Military format. The Age
60 marriage regulation is presently under review. That will need a change to the “Act” to be
formalized.
BENEFITS UP DATE

Did you hear about the hungry clock?
It went back four seconds!

Supt. Rick Boughen,
Senior Director Members Benefits,
Sgt. Kim Hendricken, VAC Liaison Officer, and
Ray McInnis, Director, Service Bureau, Royal Canadian Legion.

Mental health issues continue to be very critical and they expressed the need for members and
veterans to seek help for Mental Health issues. The sooner the better. There is research on the
benefits of the Mental Health peer support program. The positive benefits of family support
relating to Mental Health is being promoted.
Corp Sgt. Major (CSM), Al McCambridge.
He was very definite about the Veterans develop a
positive working relationship with the Warrants as they
are a key resource for the Veterans. An update was given
on the Generation/Territorial pins. Theses pins will be
forwarded to the respective Veterans’ Division for
distribution. McCambridge was unable to give a specific
date as to when the pins will be mailed out. The Second
Man Broaches were mentioned as they have
approximately 90 in storage. One thought was to provide
each division with the broaches to be given out. More
information on this will be coming.
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The CSM talked briefly about the YELLOW STRIP CAMPAIGN and the measured approach taken by the
Force. Recruitment for the RCMP - 40 troops are going through training in 2017 and 45 troops in 2018.
The RCMP QUARTERLY: MICHAEL DUNCAN, CHAIR QUARTERLY.
Michael talked about the declining readership of the Quarterly and the impact on the future of
the magazine. They are exploring various ways of improving the readership and changes that
have been made in the way the Quarterly is printed.
COMMANDING OFFICER “L” Division – C/Supt Joanne Crampton
She provided an update on the National Inquiry into the Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women.
INFORMATION TO OUR MEMBERS: Should a current or retired member, civilian or public
servant be subpoenaed or receive a conduct notice, legal representation, as set out in the
Treasury Board Policy on Legal Assistance and Indemnification, will be provided through the
Federal Gov’t.
FUTURE DIRECTION OF OUR MEMBERSHIP:
MEMBERSHIP – NATIONAL DIRECTOR SANDRA CONLIN.
Conlin talked about the Ladies Auxiliary and with conference calls regarding their status within
the Veterans’ Association. On Jan 1, 2018, the Ladies Auxiliary members will become associate
members of the association.
Why do moon rocks taste better than earth rocks?
Because they’re meteor!
DUES REVIEW
Currently there is no indication of membership dues increase for 2018.
PENSION REVIEW STEPHEN WALKER (S/SGT RETIRED)
Stephen Walker sits as the RCMP Veterans’ representative on the Pension Advisory Committee.
The pension plan is well maintained and doing extremely well. As of March 31, 2016, the RCMP
Pension Plan had 41,742 members consisting of 22,383 active contributors, 16,936 pensioners,
and 2,423 survivors.
AGM 2017 – 4:00 pm – 4:45 pm.

What’s the best day to cook?
Fry-Day!

AS I have not seen the official minutes of the AGM meeting I shall provide my short version.
All three resolutions were passed and the three new directors were installed into their new
positions. In the short mention of the Guidon’s suggested relocation from Depot to Ottawa,
the President indicated that he had received letters including the one from 5 Alberta Divisions.
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I made a short presentation with regards to our BOOST program which Edmonton has
implemented to maintain contact with the membership. In speaking with other Division
representatives afterwards, they indicated our Boost program will be taken back to their
membership for further consideration.
After making this presentation a letter of appreciation was presented to Alex Geddes. An
example of the BOOST program.
How do you make Holy Water?
Upcoming AGMS
You boil the Hell out of it!
2018 – Manitoba last weekend in May.
2019 – Yukon
2020 – Regina.
2021 – onward?????. Is Edmonton Interested in doing a short AGM.???.

Technology!
Did I tell you my computer crashed? I took it to London Drugs. They said it would cost
half the price of a new computer to fix so I took it home with me unfixed. While I was
hooking it up again I accidentally dropped one edge of it about half an inch. Turned the
computer on and is working perfectly. So much for Hi-Tech. I have a good mind to go back
to London drugs and tell them how I fixed it but that would be rubbing their nose in it a
bit. At least I'll know what to do if it crashes another time. Going to open my own
computer repair shop. Going to call it "Drop and Go".

Scotty SMITH, Cpl (Rtd.)
Saskatoon

the Commanding Officers desk
Since my arrival at “K” Division on May 1, 2017, I continue to be
impressed with the quality of work done by our employees. The
operational tempo in “K” Division is very high, and our employees are
diligent and professional in their response to that challenge. I have also
had the opportunity to visit some of our detachments and speak to those
who are on the frontlines, and I have heard about the challenges such
a high operational tempo brings. I’ve heard our members and
employees speak about the pressures they face, and with the help of
my senior management team and input from frontline employees, I am
exploring ways we can police smarter and more efficiently, while
continuing to recognize that the RCMP in Alberta needs to increase its
Todd Shean
footprint to continue to deliver to Albertans the high-quality service they
are accustomed from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
One of my main priorities for the Division is crime reduction. By examining how we are addressing
those who hurt us most, and adjusting how we respond, we can begin to reduce pressure felt on our
frontlines. I have assigned a Superintendent to be the champion of our crime reduction efforts.
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Along with making crime reduction a priority, we are rebuilding the “K” Division intelligence program. I
have just filled the “K” Division Intelligence Officer position. A coordinated and sophisticated intelligence
program is the frame on which our crime reduction strategy will be built.
I have also assigned a member to develop an innovative call management strategy. We have to get
members in their cars, on the road, solving crimes, and provide them with the administrative support
they need to allow them to focus on operations.
Innovation, intelligence-led policing and a commitment to operations is my focus for the RCMP in
Alberta. Through a commitment to examine the way we do business, we will continue to provide
Albertans high quality, professional police services that they have come to expect in the RCMP.
Deputy Commissioner Todd Shean
Commanding Officer of the RCMP in Alberta

Special Events: 2017 Peace Officers memorial parade
>> September 24 <<

The parade forms up on 107th near the Legislative Annex. Red Blazers with large medals are to be worn.
Please attend to march in the parade. See: Joe Collinson
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"A veteran is someone who at one point in their life, wrote a
blank check made payable to Canada for any amount, up to and
including their life.

General Meeting minutes: 2017 June 27
Location: Woodvale Community Centre 4540-50 St,
Edmonton, Alberta
Motion to accept the minutes from May 30 meeting,
Seconded by Don Martin, Passed
•

•
•

The speaker Barry Larocque (Strategic
Communications) gave a
description of his job description.
Rudy & Cathy, 150 Theme
He then presented the logic
behind the capturing of stories
over the last few decades. He ran then film that was produced “ Opening
the Vault”.
Jerry referenced the AGM regarding PTSD, recommends that individuals ask questions.
Jim Medley – spoke of the tours that were offered for the new Detachment in Sherwood Park.
Also, Two new Associate Members, Brigitte Bernadette, and Jerry Bellikka
Meeting Adjourned: 8:30 PM

Executive Meeting Minutes: 2017 august 24
Meeting called to order: 10:00 AM
Members Present: Gerald Plastow, Barry Callbeck, Bruce Allen, Nick Taylor, Bob Stewart, Roger Goulet,
Tom Dunlop, Malcolm Mitchell, Jim Stanley, Linda Plomp
Not Able to Attend: Joe Collinson, Bob Bacchus, Neal Stanley, S/M Kevin McGillivray, Randy
Montgomery.
Barry Callbeck, Secretary:
•

Minutes from June Executive meeting approved as published. Carried.

Gerald Plastow, President:
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Recommended that a plaque be presented to Woodvale Facility from the Vets Association, to
be presented at the Appreciation Diner.
K- Division Awards to be presented on Sept. 13/2017 at west Edmonton mall, volunteers are
required, names to be given to Jerry.
An invitation was made by the EPS Vets for members of the RCMP Vets Executive to attend
their luncheon meeting on Sept. 15, again names to Jerry if interested.
Mike Pepe, turns 100 this fall and a request was made by his Daughter for some recognition
from the Edm. Vets, he is a long-standing member of the Edm. Vets.
The Police and Peace Officers Memorial Day Ceremony is on Sunday Sept 24, 2017, 1:00PM at
the Provincial Grounds.
Vets filing cabinets at K Div. need to be addressed, Jim Medley to check into this matter.
Elaine Plastow is catching up on the Boost cards.
A donation of $400.00 was given to the Leduc Victim Services. This was half of the profits from
monies made from an event in Leduc where they took items from the Gift Shop and had them
for sale.

Correspondence:
•

Thank you cards and letters were received from the Pipe Band, the Alzheimer Society, and Valor
Place for donations from the Edm. RCMP Vets.

Jim Medley, Chair of the Gift Shop Committee:
•
•

The Gift Shop is doing very well with sales.
Items cannot be purchased online at this point as the program is not set up for it. May be
readdressed later.

Roger Goulet, Membership:
•
•

We currently have 502 members, 318 active, 13 life, 168 associate, 3 honorary, with 34 with
dues not paid.
New applications; Active, Garry William Lotosk, Associate; Susanne Reid, Bridgette Bernadette
Hardy-Crytes, and Evelyne Iris Scott.

Meeting Adjourned: 11:30 AM
Date of next Executive meeting - September 21, 2017 @ 10 AM, same location.

Membership Dues
Membership Dues remain today at $50.00 annually. To pay your dues, you may do one of the
following;
1. Create a personalized cheque or money order payable to the Edmonton RCMP Veterans’
Association and mail it to; Roger Goulet, 6537 199th Street NW, Edmonton, Alberta, T5T 6N1, or
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2. Internet banking via email address to dues@edmrcmpvets.ca The security question is as
follows: Where is K Division? The appropriate answer is: Alberta.
If you are a new member and you use E transfer, please email your application to
rogergoulet@shaw.ca If you have questions about dues, call Roger at (780) 483-0222.

Critical notice
Your responsibility, is to pay your membership dues before the end of January. If your regimental/employee
number appears here, your annual membership dues have not been received. Please review the list below to
ensure you are NOT on the list of defaulters.
20755
31928
24579
28223
29259

37090
35336
17092
42552
53188

35715
28745
24851
X1214
A7213

24339
25979
30408
40394
C0919

S1897
23017
26431
19123
36131

19129
35790
25682
34267
18418

A3204
36003
26602
27391

When you make a commitment, you build hope.
When you keep it, you build trust!
Mark your 2017 calendar:
2017 Executive Meeting
Schedule
Jan 26
Feb 23
Mar 23
Apr 20
May 25
June 22
Aug 24
Sept 21
Oct 19
Nov 23

2017 Dinner Meeting
Schedule
Jan 31
Feb 28
Mar 28
Apr 25
May 30
Jun 27
Sep 26
Oct 24
Nov 28
Dec 08

Even if you are not a member of the
Edmonton Veterans’ Association, you
may attend a general dinner meeting as a
member’s guest without becoming a
member. It’s up to you to take that first
step into a larger family. Try us out.
You may enjoy the experience and
decide to join.

Upcoming Monthly Menus:
26-Sep

Appreciation Night

$45

24-Oct

Beef in a Bun

$25

28-Nov

BBQ

$20

8-Dec

Christmas Dinner

$55
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Appreciation night

Each year the Edmonton RCMP Veterans hold an appreciation night dinner. This
year’s dinner is going to be over the top. I agreed that I would only put a reminder
in the newsletter and not the details this month. I would mark your calendar and
get ready for a real show. Tuesday, SEPTEMBER 26.

S/Sgt Mike Pepe turns 100 on 2017-12-02
Reg.#13134, Staff Sergeant Mike Pepe (photo left) born on December 2, 1917
in the same month the WW1
munitions ship Mont Blanc, blew up in
the harbour and destroyed the city of
Halifax. Compounding this tragedy,
the next day, a blizzard struck the city.
In 1917, Ontario women could vote for
the first time and income tax, thought
to be only a temporary measure,
became firmly entrenched in
government business as Federal Conservatives are re-elected
to a second term.

1950 Cabot Tower – Signal Hill, NL

Mike joined the Force on December 28, 1938 and he served in “K”
(Edmonton, AB) & “B” Division (Newfoundland). George VI was King until
1952. The Bank of Canada was nationalized and became publically owned
this year. The RCMP assist Vancouver police in what is remembered as
Bloody Sunday, 35 injured.
Mike retired on January 4, 1966. The Canadian Pension Plan (CPP) is
established January 01, 1966 and CBC does its first colour broadcast this
year. As well, this is the year the Canadian Government limits capital
punishment to the on-duty killing of police officers and prison guards.
Mike PEPE 1939

Mike Pepe is a life member of the Edmonton Division of the Veterans
Association and currently lives in Port Elgin, ON. The centennial birthday party for Mike will be held at
the Port Elgin, Ontario Legion Hall, 630 Green St, Port Elgin, ON N0H 2C0, (519) 389-9917 on Saturday
December 2nd between 12 and 230 PM if you wish to attend.
Janice Pepe, Mikes daughter writes; Dad is still living on his own (4-bedroom split level) and does some
cooking still. He always seems to be upbeat and ready to go! In March, he had a bout of pneumonia
and spent a week in the hospital. This set him back. With the vision loss, he had to give up cards
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(euchre and bridge) and now uses a rollator to get around. Family lives close, so we get him out for
groceries, meals and social outings.

Mike’s memories
My introduction to the RCMP in 1938: I arrived in Regina
on the afternoon of December 31, 1938 with several other
recruits, all with plans to look over Regina on this
auspicious New Year’s Eve. To our surprise, as members of
the RCMP, we needed leave passes to be able to leave the
barracks. However, no one, still working, could supply us
with leave passes, so we spent a very quiet evening at the
RCMP Barracks. While in training, it was a surprise me to
have to groom and clean stables before we had our
breakfast.

Regina, Depot 1938

I completed training in August 1939. I was transferred to the Calgary, Alberta RCMP Sub-Division for 9
years. I spent time doing solo highway patrol in various communities within the Sub-Division (Gleason,
Drumheller, Three Hills, Brooks). During this time, on one night out of Calgary, I stopped a vehicle
loaded with stolen goods. Inside were two men with firearms. I managed to get the two men out of
their car without incident. Following their arrest, I retrieved the stolen articles. In those days, there was
no radio to call for back-up.
On another patrol, working in the Drumheller area, I stopped vehicle that was loaded with stolen goods.
A loaded rifle and revolver were found by the driver’s seat. Again, without incident, I managed to make
an arrest and secure the car and stolen goods.
Frequently, in the small towns we had our share of bar room brawls. The odd intoxicated persons were
arrested. This can take a toll on one’s body, not to mention the personal expense of getting your
uniform cleaned. There were occasions where a reliable friend would be permitted to take the offending
person home, along with a summons to appear in court.
While at Drumheller, I was delegated to supervise the Alberta Government’s Welfare Office which
covered the Drumheller area. There was a secretary and two men operating it. Back then there were
several families (300 or more) using the service, particularly when the mines were temporarily closed
between spring and fall as no coal orders were coming in.
Outside of Calgary there was a serious incident, but could also be looked at in an amusing way. One
afternoon we had a truck stopped. As I opened the driver’s door, I saw there was an empty Robert
11

Burns liquor bottle under the seat. Asking the driver for his name, he said ‘Robert Burns’. When
booking him in with his documents, it was revealed that he really was ‘Robert Burns’. Interesting fact
of days gone by: During the war, 1939-1945, people were required to have a permit to purchase alcohol.
At that time, it cost 50 cents for the permit which also had to be stamped each time the limited monthly
amount was purchased.
Another interesting event - the cook at the Calgary Mess Hall wished to start planning for his wedding.
He needed a replacement while he was away. He recommended me as I happened to tease him, in a
friendly manner, on occasion about different things and his cooking. I, and others, would complain that
he would not use more seasonings. On his part, he was opposed to using anything that could possibly
offend anyone. I usually agreed that he was very right in his opinions. However, while he was away, I
decided to load up the roasts with garlic. Before serving the sliced roasts, I removed the garlic cloves,
so that people could enjoy the flavor. On the cook’s return, we convinced him that all parties would be
happy for him to experiment a little with seasonings.
One evening I was in Three Hills, AB. The nearest
detachment officer was at Troshu, AB. He advised he’d
received a complaint very late that evening, a man was
escaping from a theft and was now believed to be hiding in
about a 3-mile area of forest straddling the highway. The
policeman who received the complaint, and I, decided that
this was a problem to attempt any search of the forest in
the dark. After much discussion, we came up with a plan
of how we might arrest the individual. As darkness was
approaching, we left the area that was visible from this
forested area. We decided to remove a headlight from the police car and drove back through this area.
As we were driving through the suspect area we were pleased that this young man was waving down a
vehicle with one headlight working on the car. As we stopped beside him we invited him into the car as
our prisoner. It worked!
Working in the Drumheller area in the 1940’s, I got to
know a lot of people from the area. There were two
interesting, but sad, mining accidents. One in Rosedale,
and one in East Coulee. At the Rosedale accident, the
machine operator happened to have a large piece of the
stone ceiling loosen and fall on him. At the East Coulee
Mine they were still using open head lamps for light and
four miners happened to hit an area where gas was present.
Their lamps ignited and they were killed in the explosion.
In the 1950’s, still being one of the bachelors of the force I was transferred to
St. John’s, Newfoundland. I was sent there for six months. However, I did
not get the return transfer I was promised for seven years. I enjoyed meeting
and socializing with our new Canadians. While I was in Newfoundland, I
married Olga whom I had met when working in Calgary. At that time to get
married, we had to have 7 years of service and $1300 in the bank.
In 1957, I returned to Edmonton, Alberta with Olga and our two children.
While in Edmonton, my role was to oversee the Highway Patrol. In the last couple of years, before
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retirement, I was in charge of the Guard Room. After retiring from the RCMP (January 4, 1966), I
accepted a Social Worker position in Edmonton.
About a year later, I was offered a job with Ontario Hydro as Chief Security of the new nuclear plant
being built on Lake Huron, near Port Elgin where I moved my family (now with three children). Prior
to that position, I oversaw the security of a small Ontario Hydro plant on the Mississauga River, about
80 miles north of Georgian Bay. One of my favorite past-times was fishing with a friend and we
always made sure we took our kids.
While in charge of the security at Bruce Nuclear Power (1969-1982) I began to develop an interest in
municipal politics, spending 2 terms (5 years – 1982-1987) with the Port Elgin Town Council. I retired
from municipal politics as Olga was not well and I felt she needed more of my attention. She passed
away Nov 9, 1989 due to cancer.
As a member of the Edmonton Montgomery Legion, in 1965, I continued my membership with the Port
Elgin Legion, Branch 340, where I served as Service Officer for many years and President for six years.
Currently, I am a Life Member (50+ year member).

Alberta History in July & August
•

July 1, 1916 - Prohibition begins in Alberta; to April 12, 1924. Alberta
• July 1, 1935 - Regina Riot - Regina city police and RCMP wade into crowds in Market Square and at the
Regina Exhibition Grounds rally to arrest leaders of the On to Ottawa Trek after they return from
unsuccessful June 22 meeting with Prime Minister R. B. Bennett in Ottawa; one policeman killed, many
police and rioters injured; end of trek by 2000 relief camp strikers from Western Canada; four days later the
protesters are given rail transportation home. Regina, Saskatchewan
• July 1, 1953 - Macleod, Alberta, officially re-prefixes Fort to its name. Fort Macleod, Alberta
• July 1, 1959 - Replica of the original NWMP Fort Macleod declared open. Fort Macleod, Alberta
• July 2, 1924 - Climate - Edmonton's temperature soars to 36.7C; highest on record in over 100 years.
Edmonton, Alberta
• July 4, 1878 - Joseph McFarland and Marcella Sheran are the first couple to be married at Fort Whoop-Up.
Fort Macleod, Alberta
• July 4, 1886 - Aboriginal - Poundmaker dies at the home of his foster father, Chief Crowfoot, after spending
a year in jail at Stony Mountain Penitentiary; former chief of the Cree band that held Fort Battleford under
siege and defeated the troops of Col. William Otter at Cut Knife Hill in southern Saskatchewan. Blackfoot
Crossing, Alberta
• July 4, 1905 - House of Commons passes bills establishing Alberta as a province. Ottawa, Ontario
• July 5, 1915 - The Hotel Macdonald in Edmonton opens. Edmonton, Alberta
• July 6, 1918 - Aviation - US stunt pilot Katherine Stinson's plane forced down by engine trouble in the first
official airmail flight in Western Canada; succeeds on July 9. Edmonton, Alberta
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July 6, 1977 - Solicitor General Francis Fox announces McDonald
Royal Commission to investigate allegations of illegal RCMP
activities; to be headed by David McDonald. Ottawa, Ontario
July 6, 1993 - Former Provincial Courthouse in Blairmore declared a
Provincial Historic Site. Blairmore, Alberta
July 7, 1882 - NWMP ordered to move its western headquarters
from Fort Walsh to Pile of Bones (Regina). Regina, Saskatchewan
July 8, 1874 - Police - The NWMP March West to Fort Whoop-Up
begins at Fort Dufferin, Manitoba.
July 9, 1874 - First North West Mounted Police (NWMP) force of 318
men heads west from Fort Dufferin to the American whisky post
called Fort Whoop Up at the junction of the Oldman River and St.
Mary River near present-day Lethbridge, Alberta; abandoned with
the arrived of the police, Fort Whoop-Up will serve as an outpost for
the force; forerunners of RCMP. Pembina, Manitoba –
July 13, 1982 - Queen Elizabeth II grants crest and supporters for
Alberta coat of arms. Alberta
July 13, 1967 - Malcolm Lindsay appointed Commissioner of the
RCMP, succeeding George McLellan. Ottawa, Ontario
July 14, 1919 - Police - Order in Council increases the size of the RNWMP to 2,500 members, a major
increase from the 300 limit under the NWMP Act in 1873. Ottawa, Ontario
July 14, 1983 - Justice - Last session in the old Courthouse in Blairmore, Alberta
July 15, 1891 - James Ross drives the last spike on the and Edmonton Railway (C&E) at Strathcona,
Alberta on the south bank of the North Saskatchewan River opposite Edmonton. Edmonton, Alberta
July 17, 1995 - Women - Christine Silverberg appointed chief of the Calgary Police Service; the 45-year-old
becomes the first female police chief of a major Canadian city. Calgary, Alberta
July 18, 1905 - Parliament passes The Dominion Act, to create the new provinces of Alberta and
Saskatchewan out of the North West Territory; to take effect September 1; Regina and Edmonton become
the capitals on July 20. Ottawa, Ontario
July 18, 1941 - Record - Highest recorded temperature in Alberta is 43.3 C at Fort Macleod. Fort Macleod,
Alberta
July 20, 1905 - Royal Assent granted to 4-5 Edward VII, chapter 3: An Act to establish and provide for the
Government of the Province of Alberta (The Alberta Act, 1905, creating the new Province of Alberta. Ottawa,
Ontario
July 20, 1905 - Regina, Saskatchewan and Edmonton, Alberta declared the capitals of Alberta and
Saskatchewan. Ottawa, Ontario
• July 20, 1985 - James Keegstra fined $5,000 by Alberta
Court of Queen's Bench for willfully promoting hatred against
Jews; former school teacher taught Eckville students that the
Holocaust didn't happen and that a Jewish conspiracy controls
world affairs; Alberta Court of Appeal will overturn the verdict in
1988; Supreme Court of Canada will agree there should be a
new trial in 1990; second jury convicts Keegstra in 1992.
Calgary, Alberta
• July 21, 1915 - Alberta holds prohibition plebiscite: 61% pro.
Alberta
• July 22, 1875 - The HBC's Saskatchewan River steamboat
Northcote arrives at Fort Edmonton, the First river steamer to
reach the settlement. Edmonton, Alberta
• July 22, 1876 - James Macleod resigns his magistrate's role
to return to the North West Mounted Police as third
Commissioner; serves with the NWMP until October 31, 1880,
when he becomes a member of the North-West Territories
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Council, and in 1887 is appointed a judge of the Supreme Court of the NWT. Macleod served as brigade
major with the Wolseley expedition in 1870; he founded Fort Macleod, suppressed the illegal whisky trade
and negotiated Treaty No 7 with the Blackfoot. Ottawa, Ontario
July 22, 1876 - Colonel George French fired from NWMP and replaced by James Macleod. Ottawa, Ontario
July 22, 1912 - Edmonton annexes the town of North Edmonton.
Edmonton, Alberta
July 22, 1944 - Henry Larsen leaves Halifax on the RCMP patrol
ship St. Roch to return to Vancouver, BC via the Northwest Passage;
completes trip 86 days later, on October 12. Halifax, Nova Scotia
July 24, 1754 - Exploration - Anthony Henday reaches Fort Paskoyac;
will later visit a Blackfoot camp southwest of present-day Red Deer,
being likely the first European to set foot in territory that became Alberta.
Red Deer, Alberta
July 24, 1874 - NWMP, under the command of Colonel George French,
reach Roche Percee, near Estevan, during the legendary march west
from Fort Garry to Fort Whoop-Up. Estevan, Saskatchewan
July 24, 1895 - NWMP constable Charles Constantine builds Fort
Constantine at junction of Forty-mile Creek and Yukon River. Fort
Constantine, Yukon
St Roch in Vancouver
July 25, 1862 - The Overlanders, led by brothers Thomas and Robert
McMicking of St. Catharines, leave Fort Edmonton after trading in their
Red River carts for pack horses; the group of 150 settlers and gold seekers will cross the Rockies by the
Yellowhead Pass, with the help of aboriginal guides, make the dangerous descent of the Fraser River by raft
to Prince George, and reach the Cariboo gold fields; many settle around Kamloops, BC. Edmonton, Alberta
July 25, 1981 - McDonald Royal Commission condemns illegal RCMP activities against Québec separatists
and other dissidents; recommends civilian agency to take over security work. Ottawa, Ontario
July 26, 1889 - Religion - Group of over 100 people make the first pilgrimage to the church at Lac Ste-Anne,
50 km NW of Edmonton; built to commemorate the vision of a parish priest from St. Albert, who saw a vision
of the Saint on a visit to Ste. Anne's shrine in France in 1889; tradition continues today. Lac Ste-Anne,
Alberta
July 28, 1930 - Federal Election - Conservative Party Leader R. B. Bennett is elected in Calgary West and
becomes Prime Minister. Calgary, Alberta

“GENTLEMEN, WE ARE AT WAR WITH TROY AND MUST NOT DROP OUR GUARD AT
ALL”
“sir, the enemy gave us a giant wooden horse”
“oh, rad bring it in”
•
•
•

July 29, 1882 - NWMP announce decision to move headquarters from Fort Walsh to Pile of Bones (Regina).
Fort Walsh, Alberta
July 31, 1887 - Police - Colonel Sam Steele and D Company of the NWMP arrive at Galbraiths' Ferry, BC.
August 1, 1900 - Police - Aylesworth Bowen Perry appointed sixth Commissioner of the NWMP, RNWMP,
and RCMP; serves to March 31, 1923. Ottawa, Ontario
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•

August 1, 1931 - James Macbrien appointed eighth Commissioner of the RCMP; serves to March 5, 1938.
Ottawa, Ontario
August 1, 1950 - RCMP - Royal Canadian Mounted Police take over
Newfoundland Rangers and policing of Newfoundland and Labrador. St.
John's, Newfoundland
August 7, 1876 - NWMP Commissioner James Macleod and a large
detachment of Mounted Police leave Fort Pelly for their new headquarters at
Fort Walsh in the Cypress Hills. Fort Pelly, Saskatchewan
August 7, 1888 - Guided by Kootenai Brown, Sam Steele and NWMP
Company D leave Fort Steele to return over the Crowsnest Pass to Fort
MacLeod. Arrive on August 16, 1888. Fort Steele, BC
August 7, 1888 - William Van Horne elected President of the CPR. Montréal,
Québec
August 7, 1920 - Crime - George Arkoff and Tom Bassoff cornered in the Boston Café by Alberta Provincial
Police constables James Frewin and F.W.E. Bailey, and RCMP Constable Ernest Usher. Bailey, Arkoff and
Usher killed. Bellevue, Alberta
August 11, 1883 - Crowd cheers as First CPR construction train crosses the Elbow River and pulls into the
settlement of Calgary, a tent city whose only permanent structures are the barracks of NWMP Fort Calgary
and the stores of the Hudson's Bay Company and the I.G. Baker trading company or Montana. Calgary,
Alberta
August 12, 1909 - Labour - Gun battle erupts in Fort William between Canadian Pacific Railway police and
striking, non-unionized freight-handlers, mostly from Greece and Italy; the riot act is read and the militia
called out; the Royal Canadian Mounted Rifles are also brought in from Winnipeg to quell the disturbance.
Thunder Bay, Ontario
August 15, 1950 - Royal Canadian Mounted Police absorb British Columbia Provincial Police (BCPP);
RCMP assumes policing of British Columbia. BC
August 15, 1967 - Malcolm Lindsay appointed 14th Commissioner of the RCMP; serves to September 30,
1969. Ottawa, Ontario
August 16, 1897 - NWMP Superintendent James Walsh appointed Commissioner of the Yukon by the new
Yukon Administration responsible for law and order headed by a commission of six; creation of Yukon
Judicial District. Dawson, Yukon
August 18, 1875 - North West Mounted Police start to build an NWMP post on the site of the city of Calgary.
Calgary, Alberta
August 18, 1995 - Aboriginal - Start of Gustafsen Lake Standoff, a confrontation between the RCMP and
the Ts'peten Defenders at Gustafsen Lake, who fired at Emergency Response Team officers of the RCMP;
the occupiers believed that the privately owned ranch land on which they stood was both sacred space and
part of a larger tract of unceded Shuswap territory; the standoff will end on September 17, 1995. The costly
operation involved 400 police officers and support from the Canadian Military (under Operation Wallaby);
fourteen indigenous and four non-native people were charged following the siege, fifteen of whom were
found guilty and sentenced to jail terms ranging from six months to eight years. Gustafsen Lake, BC
August 21, 2013 - Police - Brenda Butterworth-Carr, a member of the
Tr’ondek Hwech’in Han Nation from Dawson City, Yukon, named
Commanding Officer of the RCMP's F Division, which includes all of
Saskatchewan; joined the Royal Canadian Mounted Police in 1987 as a
Native Special Constable; first female Aboriginal commanding officer to
lead an RCMP division. Regina, Saskatchewan
Brenda Butterworth-Carr
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August 24, 2016 - Police - Religion - Royal Canadian Mounted Police to allow Muslim women on its force to
wear a type of hijab tested for use in the field as part of the RCMP
uniform. Ottawa, Ontario
August 25, 1875 - North-West Mounted Police establish Fort
Brisebois, NWT (soon renamed 'Fort Calgary'). Calgary, Alberta
August 25, 1917 - Trial - Calgary court gives the death sentence
to Sinnisiak and Uluksuk, two Inuit found guilty of the 1913 murder
of an Oblate missionary, in the First trial of Inuit in a Canadian
court; hired by two Oblates to act as guides in the Coppermine
Fort Calgary
district of the NWT, the two Inuit killed the priests and stole some
of their goods during a dispute, when one of the priests struck
Sinnisiak; NWMP arrested the men in 1916 and brought them to Calgary; sentence later commuted to life
imprisonment, and they were released two years later. Calgary, Alberta
August 30, 1873 - Governor General Lord Dufferin issues the Order-in-Council constituting the North West
Mounted Police (NWMP). Ottawa, Ontario
August 30, 1873 - George French forms First detachment of North-West Mounted Police with 150 recruits.
Winnipeg, Manitoba
August 31, 1955 - Church of England in Canada changes its name to The Anglican Church of Canada.
Toronto, Ontario
August 31, 1955 - Riot - Placard-carrying mob of Ukrainian-Canadian nationalists punch and kick four
RCMP plain-clothes officers at Winnipeg airport, thinking they are part of a visiting delegation of Soviet
farming experts; Mounties, Winnipeg city police and the railway police stop a potential riot; Soviets put under
protective guard in a downtown hotel. Winnipeg, Manitoba

The appreciation Dinner meeting: Tuesday, September 26th,
2017.
th

Location: Woodvale Facility & Golf Clubhouse 4540 50 Street, Edmonton, Ab
Meet & Greet: times 5:30 pm with dinner served at 6:30 pm. General Meeting to follow.

On the appreciation menu:
Baron of Beef & Ballantine of Chicken, cabbage rolls, perogies, vegetables and parsley potatoes.
Price: $45.00

Please try to have names into Jerry Plastow by 2017 September 19. RSVP
to: JPlastow@shaw.ca
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Coming UP!
Nick Taylor will need ten to twelve volunteers to work
the registration desk for this year’s Walk for
Valour. The event happens 2017 Sep 10. The start
time for registration is 7:30 am. Location to be
determined, but it will likely be at the old mess at K
Division. Will advise. Those interested in helping are
to email Nick for the 2017 Walk,
at taylortx@hotmail.ca

Honour Guard
In today’s world, our way of life is often taken for granted. We quickly forget or cannot comprehend what so
many men and women sacrificed for our freedoms. The policing family is a tangible reality. Families are for
life and retirement from active duty policing, for most, does not conclude family membership. When one of
the policing family passes on, upon receiving notification, an Honour Guard of RCMP Veterans is formed when
the family feels it would be a necessary and welcomed component for the celebration of a life passed. The
Honour Guard communicates family support and celebrates those who have dedicated their lives to serve our
Nation and make it great for all.
The Edmonton Division Veterans Association reacted to several Honour Guard requests over the summer.
GOULET, DUDA, TYEFISHER and BELCOURT. The photo below is the GOULET Honour Guard.
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In no particular order the names of the Honour Guard members are:
Kees KIKKERT; Tom BURKETT; Bob BACCHUS; Don WATSON; Don MARTIN; Ian LANDE; Nick TAYLOR; Dale GILLESPIE;
Dave NEVILLE; Gord GRIEG; Bruce LLOY; George RECHNER; Ross HOGG; Barry CALLBECK; Jim POLLOCK; Jerry
PLASTOW; Dick VIRGIN; Bruce ALLEN; Bill DONAHUE; Don BELKE; Jim FORBES; Al GRIER; Wayne FEDJE; Joe COLLINSON;
Jim MEDLEY.

>>The entire celebration of life ceremony for GOULET can be viewed online at:
http://www.robstewartphoto.com/RCMP-Edmonton-Vets-Assn/Goulet-Passing/ <<
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DUDA Honour Guard – Grande Prairie, Alberta

Tyefisher Honour Guard – Edmonton, Alberta

>>The entire celebration of life ceremony for Rick Tyefisher may be viewed at:

http://www.robstewartphoto.com/RCMP-Edmonton-Vets-Assn/2017-Tyefisher-Passing/<<
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Belcourt Honour Guard – Sherwood Park, Alberta

>>The entire celebration of life ceremony for Herb Belcourt may be viewed at:

http://www.robstewartphoto.com/RCMP-Edmonton-Vets-Assn/Belcourt-Passing/

Special Awards - Alberta Long Service Medals & bars
Attention all members. You may be eligible for the Alberta Long Service Medal, bar, etc. if the retired
member served in Alberta for 20+ years. Alberta Govt’s policy states:
•
•

Retired police officers may be awarded the medal if eligible. Posthumous awards
may also be made if the eligibility criteria are met.
Long service medal bars and rosettes are issued at 30 and 40 years at no cost to
the police officer. One bar and one rosette will be issued at 30 years and another
bar and rosette is issued at 40 years of service.

The Alberta Long Service Medal has changed somewhat throughout the years. Some Vets may have
received the 25-year medal. The eligibility for the medal is now 20 years of service exclusively in
Alberta (excluding Lloydminster until April 1st, 2009 as they were part of "F" Division). For those who
did receive the 25-year medal they are also eligible for the 30 and 40 year bars and rosettes.
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The information needed is as follows:
•
•
•
•

Name of eligible member
Regimental Number
Do you currently possess a 20 or 25 year (state which one)
Alberta Long Service Medal?
email address and/or home address including postal code

For those who think they may be eligible, please send Vet Kees
Kikkert an email at keeskikk@telus.net by 31st October, 2017 or
contact him at Ph: 780-962-6784.
If members eligible for these medals/bars, etc. cannot attend a
formal Award Ceremony, these awards can be mailed to them.
Kees Kikkert
Edmonton Vets

GENERATIONAL AND TERRITORIAL PINS HAVE ARRIVED – DISTRIBUTION
Veterans who purchased the Territorial and/or Generational pins are
advised that they will be distributed at the upcoming Appreciation Night
Meeting being held on September 26th, at the Woodvale Community
Centre, located at the Woodvale Golf Club, 4540-50th Street
Edmonton. Distribution will commence prior to the meeting at 6:30 PM.
Should recipients not be available, your pin(s) will be mailed later.

Territorial Pins

Should you have any questions, please contact:
Bruce Allen, Vice-President
(780) 460-5030
Generational Pins

RCMPGiftShop.ca
The RCMP Gift Shop is on the internet @ RCMPgiftshop.ca We are trying to add as many products as
we can to the before we energize the website with “Online Shopping” ability. To make a purchase from
the website today, you must still call or email the Gift Shop Manager, Kim @ 780-412-5572 to make a
purchase.
September often means back to routine, so it's back to regular hours for the Canteen - we are once
again open Tuesday through Friday 10am - 2pm. September also means cooler morning and evenings
so keep us in mind for Down Filled Vests, Light Jackets and Hoodies. I attended the Alberta Gift Show
at the end of August and saw a few new RCMP items that I am looking forward to bringing in to the
store very soon.
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And you thought you had it bad!
WINNIPEG, MB - August 18, 2017 - One hundred and ten years ago, on August 20, 1907, four
exhausted members of the Royal North West Mounted Police arrived at their new posting at Churchill,
Manitoba, in "D" Division - 46 days after leaving "Depot" Division in Regina, Saskatchewan!
This story was told by a Veteran who was on that epic transfer - former Constable Lyman John
Caldwell, Reg. No. 4526.
In 1959 he wrote about his experience in a story entitled "On Transfer - 1907 Style" published in the
"Scarlet and Gold", the house publication of the Vancouver Division of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police Veterans' Association.
His detailed account recalled the many hardships that Members of the Force routinely endured during
the early years of the last century, and puts into perspective the difference in our working conditions
now compared to then.
"In June 1907 I was a rookie [at "Depot" Division] in Regina [Saskatchewan]. I was detailed as court
orderly and through the hot days I drowsed listening to prosy lawyers declaiming pro and con in
matters which did not interest me one little bit. On July 5, the court room opened and a fellow rookie
beckoned me out. He told me that he was to relieve me and I was to report at barracks immediately.
I arrived there about 4 p.m. and was informed by Sergeant Major [James Wilson] Spalding [Reg. No.
3667] that I was leaving at seven that evening on transfer to the Hudson's Bay and hurry up and pack
my kit. Our party consisted of Inspector [Ephrem Albert] Pelletier [Reg. No. O.122], Sergeant George
Butler [Reg. No. 2412] and Constable [Cyril] Travers
[Reg. No. 4570], [Constable John Ernest] "Sailor"
Brown [Reg. No. 4546], a cockney, and myself. We left
on the C.P.R. at 7 p.m. and arrived in Winnipeg
[Manitoba] the next morning early. That afternoon we
took the narrow-gauge rattler down the Red River to
West Selkirk arriving there the same evening.
The next day being Sunday we laid over and left West
Selkirk on Monday, July 8 at about 10 a.m. on the
Dominion Fish Company's steamer "Premier" and
proceeded down river, entering Lake Winnipeg about
3 p.m. At nine that night, all hands turned to and
loaded timber for the ship's boilers.

Premier - launched 1896

We called at George's Island and saw our first Huskies. We arrived at Warren's Landing at 8 p.m. and
were welcomed by some of our Indian brothers. That night we slept in a freight shed.
On the morning of July 10, we left Warren's Landing on the little sternwheeler "Keewatin" and sailed
down the Nelson River, arriving at Norway House about 4.30 in the afternoon. Sergeant [David
Bennett] "Daisy" Smith [Reg. No. 1714] was stationed there. He was called Daisy because of his florid
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innocent looking face. He at once detailed us constables to the guarding of two Indian murderers. In
our time off we visited the interesting Hudson's Bay store. The mosquitoes were hungry and they were
evidently pleased with the change of food.
We were at Norway House ten days. On Friday, July 19, Sergeant Butler, Sailor Brown and myself left
with an H.B.C. flotilla of York boats for Split Lake down
the Nelson River. Our boat was captained by
Ketchekeeik, a prominent Cree chief and the crew
consisted of nine Crees. We made 18 miles the first day,
running the Sea Falls, so named by Sir John Franklin, and
which consisted of a short drop of three or four feet. The
mosquitoes were still hungry, but this did not deter our
York Boat
Indians from holding a church service at which I was
particularly struck by the excellence of the singing. We ran a number of rapids next day, some of which
were interesting and sent cold chills down our backs. I remember we had moose steaks and bacon for
lunch.
We reached Cross Lake that evening where Mr. MacLeod, the H.B.C. manager, made us welcome and
relieved us of the cooking. On Monday, the 22 we left at 7 a.m. Our trip was uneventful and we arrived
at Split Lake on Friday July 26. Here we were met by Constables [Wheeler Frank] Rose [Reg. No. 4159]
and [William Andrew] Doak [Reg. No. 4396]. Split Lake post consisted at this time of the Hudson's Bay
store and the RNWMP detachment. the H.B. manager was Aleck Flett.
On the 30th Sergeant Butler, Constables Rose, Brown and myself went in a canoe to an island farther
up the lake to cut logs for the new detachment. We cut 52 logs. While we were returning on August 1,
we met Inspector Pelletier and party who returned to the post with us.
On Saturday, August 3, Inspector Pelletier,
Constables Brown, Travers and myself and four
Indians left in three canoes for Fort Churchill. We
faced 18 days of strenuous travel. Soon after
leaving Split Lake we made our first portage and
it set the pattern. It took us three trips to get
across with the canoes and all our gear. The
Peterboros [canoes] are considerably heavier
than birch barks and in some places had to be
dragged, with the consequence that when arrived
the bottoms were paper-thin.

Peterboro Canoe

We had ten dogs and Inspector Pelletier's pet pedigree water spaniel Molly, which of course travelled
in his canoe. More about Molly anon. These pestiferous dogs gave us all kinds of trouble and never
seemed to learn that it was far easier to jump into a canoe than to be lifted there by the loving arms of
a man. Of course we were stimulated by the attentions of the mosquitoes, who had been joined by
cohorts of bull dogs, deer flies, black flies, "no-see-'ums" and other species - all biters. Sailor Brown at
the end of every portage always came up with the remark: "Blimey, ain't this real." To feed the dogs,
which were an assorted bunch, we had a sack of cornmeal and a box of tallow, quite ripe.
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The daily routine was reveille at 3 a.m., coffee and
bannocks, launch and load canoes, paddle till 8
a.m., land and cook breakfast, which consisted of
bacon, bannocks and coffee, paddle till 3 p.m., land
and eat coffee and bannocks, paddle till 9 p.m.,
then camp for the night, generally on wet moss
with the result that in the morning we were lying in
a pool of water. Our clothes never had a chance to
dry.
We were faced by scores of those portages and we
had a number before we reached Dog Lake, and
several more before we struck Big Chief Lake. This is a large lake and the head of the Little Churchill
River, which we now entered. It was smooth going on this river which is of considerable size and we
had an easy time until we reached its confluence with the Big Churchill.
We arrived here on a rainy Sunday afternoon and camped on a small island. We needed food for the
dogs and cast a small gill net in the stream which in a short time we netted several hundredweight of
fish - believe it or not. We got sturgeon four and five feet in length, whitefish, trout and other kinds.
We kept what we needed and threw the rest back. Needless to say, both we and the dogs made pigs of
ourselves that evening. It was a welcome change from bacon and bannock.
The following day we travelled four miles to Paddle Portage where we left the Churchill, which is
unnavigable lower down, to cross over the height of land into the head-waters of the Deer River. This
portage is over a mile and uphill until you reach a series of small lakes and muskegs and stagnant
creeks. A lot of this had enough water to almost float the canoes and we waded up to our waists
pushing these craft.
Portages were many and frequent, and carrying a backpack with a tumpline with a rifle in one hand
and a canoe paddle in the other with the mosquitoes getting a free hand was not my idea of earning 60
cents a day. During this period we ran out of food and tobacco. We tried the inner bark of the red
willow as a substitute for the latter but found it too hot and bitter. One day we were lucky enough to
kill some geese. These we fried in rancid dog tallow. I cannot truthfully recommend this unless you are
very hungry.
At last we reached the headwaters of the Deer River, which is narrow and crooked with a log jam at
every bend. We tried chopping through the jams, but found that the debris just lodged at the next
bend, so we resumed portaging. These portages, happily short, had to be cut through virgin timber and
we were not a bit pleased. However, all tribulations have an end and in due course we reached the
Churchill where the Deer ran into it. The remaining 60 miles were all plain sailing down to Fort
Churchill where we landed on August 20.
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The first ashore was Molly who was met by about 40
huskies who in less than two minutes had torn her to
shreds. The Inspector was inconsolable. The cook
"pro tem", Constable [Frank Edward] Heaps [Reg.
No. 4195], had seen us coming and had a welcome
meal ready for us.
At Churchill were stationed Superintendent [John
Douglas] Moodie [Reg. No. O.66], Sgts. [John Daniel]
Nicholson [Reg. No. 1709] and Bob [Ralph M. L.]
Donaldson [Reg. No. 3566], Cpl. Tom Nicholls [Reg. No. 3419] and Constables [Andrew] Stothert [Reg.
No. 4173], [Harold Hornsley] Verity [Reg. No. 4011] and Heaps.
I had a look at myself in a mirror and got a shock. I was gaunt and burnt nearly black, my eyes were like
two holes burned in a blanket and my ears stuck out like lumps of raw liver.
Churchill NWMP Post 1907

After 50 years I can look back on this experience with a great deal of equanimity, and indeed have a
feeling that the modern lad on transfer has missed something. I sometimes wonder what the
pensioner of 1980 will talk about over his beer."
RNWMP Veteran Lyman John Caldwell didn't get the chance to talk to any RCMP pensioners in 1980.
On September 22, 1972, he celebrated his 90th birthday at the Veterans' Hospital in Victoria, British
Columbia. Sergeant Bruce Baird, Reg. No. 17461, of "E" Division Headquarters, was on hand to wish
him well on behalf of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.
Less than a month later, on October 18, 1972, he passed away.
We will remember him.
Mark Gaillard
Executive Officer and Historian
RCMP Veterans' Association

Your Investments
(The following are excerpts taken from Franks Facts and Funnies 2017-08-23, sections G & H. If you want to read all what
Frank has in his newsletter, you can contact him directly at: frank.richter@shaw.ca for a copy of this newsletter.)
G. The secret to paying less tax in retirement
… “Taxes don’t stop with retirement … In fact, your retirement years provide your greatest

opportunity to strategically reduce taxes.”

The goal is not to reduce taxes year by year – that can lead to expensive tax traps – but to
reduce taxes over the balance of your life. Emeritus has created an app called the Retirement
Navigator to help clients make these decisions.
While every circumstance is different, the app shows early conversions of RRSPs to RRIFs can
translate into hundreds of thousands of incremental dollars for many people. “It usually means
paying a little more taxes sooner to pay a lot less later on.”
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Among the key decisions is when to commence
Canada Pension Plan (CPP) and Old Age Security
(OAS) benefits. It often pays to defer one or both of
those government programs to the age of 70 while
converting RRSPs to RRIFs early.
Mr. Dahmer says if you can’t earn more than 8 per
cent a year in your RRSP, you’re better off drawing
it down and enjoying the 8.4-per-cent bump in CPP
payments that you get for each year, until 70, you
defer the stipend. This ensures you more of an inflation-indexed income you can’t outlive.
Matthew Ardrey, vice-president with Toronto-based TriDelta Financial, agrees, saying early
RRSP withdrawals can be especially effective if they reduce future OAS clawbacks – “a hidden
tax many don’t even think about.” OAS starts to get clawed back at an income of $72,500,
effectively adding 15 per cent to your marginal tax rate.
None of this argues against using RRSPs in your high-earning years, according to Malcolm
Hamilton, a retired actuary and pension expert. While it’s always better to withdraw money at
lower tax rates than at higher tax rates, if your rate is 50 per cent when you contribute and 50
per cent when you withdraw, you still have the benefit of earning the full untaxed rate of return
on investments for the time the money is in the RRSP. To fully eliminate the RRSP tax
advantage, your tax rate would have to be much higher when you withdraw the money than it
was when you contributed, Mr. Hamilton says.
Mr. Ardrey concurs. If a person’s marginal tax rate in
retirement is less than when they made their RRSP
contributions, “they have benefited from the RRSP tax
strategy.”
Some people may not even want to wait until 71 to
start their RRIFs. By beginning one at 65, they can take
advantage of pension splitting, which lets couples split
RRIF payments as of 65, Mr. Ardrey says. This doubles
the amount that can be withdrawn early, which can be
particularly advantageous when most of the RRSPs
assets are held by one spouse. - 17 A dissenting voice is Adrian Mastracci, portfolio manager with Vancouver-based Lycos Asset
Management Inc. He’s all for making RRSPs and RRIFs as big as they can get, and just paying the
taxes.
As life expectancy continues to rise, the best way to deal with hefty health-care costs later in
life is by having as large a stash of wealth as possible, he says.
Either way, Mr. Mastracci quips, a huge RRSP is a “nice problem to have.”
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H. Power of attorney is your financial defense against the risks of aging
Just as you use diversification to make yourself less vulnerable to events in the
economy and financial markets, so can you
protect yourself from health risks by giving a
trusted adult child, spouse or partner power of
attorney over your account.
“Every time I have a husband and wife come in,
I do a full power of attorney,” said Jillian Bryan,
a vice-president and investment adviser at TD
Wealth Management. “It’s part of a formalized
planning process, which is sitting down with a
couple and first asking, ‘Do you have a will?’ By
the way, I have two couples with net worth
north of $10-million and no will. It’s shocking.”
Ms. Bryan said power of attorney gives a designated person permission to make trades
in an account if it’s self-directed, to confer with an adviser and to move or withdraw
money from an account. “The attorney also has the authority to request material
changes on the account – change of address, for example.”
Your designated attorney must act in your best interest, which in legal terms means
they have a fiduciary obligation. You’ll want to pick someone who is trustworthy, both in
an ethical and investing sense. Remember, this person will be in charge of your
financial well-being at a time when you can’t act for yourself.
Rules for powers of attorney vary between provinces. One variation is a general power
of attorney, which can be used for a short period (you’re out of the country for an
extended period) or if you simply want to delegate your finances to someone. If you
want someone to act for you if you’re incapacitated or suffer from dementia, then you
may need what’s called a continuing or enduring power of attorney.
With non-registered investments, it’s possible for couples to set up joint accounts where
both spouses can manage the account as required (there are ins and outs to this that I
may look at in a future column). But joint accounts aren’t available for registered
retirement-savings plans, registered retirement-income funds and tax-free savings
accounts. If you don’t designate an attorney, a guardian may have to be appointed for
you through a potentially costly court application.
Investment firms such as TD offer clients power-of-attorney forms that apply to in-house
accounts only. But it’s also possible to have a lawyer draft a power of attorney for
property that applies to all your assets. A power of attorney for both property and healthrelated decisions are often tackled when you have a will drawn up. Do-it-yourself powerof-attorney kits are also available. - 18 Rachel Blumenfeld, a trusts and estate lawyer with Aird & Berlis LLP, says designating
your spouse in a long-standing, healthy marriage as your attorney can be a good idea.
But she’s cautious about second marriages, where the mixing of families can make
things more complex.
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Designating adult children can also be
tricky. Siblings may be resentful of a
brother or sister chosen by parents to
step in for them to manage their
investments. Also, cases of children
using parental money for themselves
or in ways that aren’t in sync with the
parent’s desires are not unheard of.
“Yes, parents trust their children,” Ms.
Blumenfeld said. “But they shouldn’t
always.”
Here are some points suggested by Ms. Blumenfeld if you’re setting up a power of
attorney:
• Unless you specify otherwise, a new power of attorney may revoke an earlier
arrangement you put in place;
• You can place limitations on what types of transactions your attorney is able to
conduct, which accounts are covered and for how long the power of attorney
applies;
• You can cancel a power of attorney;
• You can have more than one attorney, or an alternate attorney if the main
designate is unable to do the job.
A half-way step to the power of attorney is giving someone trading authority (TA) over
your account. You do this by filling out the appropriate form from your investment firm.
“The designated TA is only permitted to execute trades on the account,” TD says on its
website. “They cannot direct the movement of money into or out of the account.”
Trading authority may suffice for younger to
middle-aged couples where one spouse
typically makes all the investing decisions on
the partner’s behalf. But it’s no substitute for a
power of attorney because it doesn’t allow
money to be moved out of the account to, for
example, cover bills or living expenses.
A notable limitation with the power of attorney
is that it doesn’t allow your designated attorney
to pick a new beneficiary or joint applicant for
your account. For this reason, it’s important to
set and review your beneficiaries while you’re
of sound mind and able to make any needed
changes.
Ms. Blumenfeld said that after a power of
attorney is set up, it can be put into use at any
time. If you have a power of attorney drafted by
a lawyer, she suggests you present an original or notarized copy to your investment
firms. Even then, she says it’s possible that the designated attorney might be asked to
provide additional documentation that the account holder cannot make his or her own
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financial decisions. For example, an adult child taking over a parent’s account might be
asked for a doctor’s letter or assessment to show the parent can’t manage the money
any longer.
TD’s Ms. Bryan said it’s common for aged parents to give adult children power of
attorney over their investments. “If I see the parents starting to slip, I make a point of
meeting the adult children so they know what’s going on,” she said.

Alberta Events
TO ALL RETIRED AND SERVING RCMP MEMBERS, PUBLIC SERVANTS AND
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES LETHBRIDGE SUB-DIVISION
As a part of the Canada 150 Celebrations, you are invited to
Canada’s 150 Southern Alberta RCMP Reunion
This Invitation is extended to you, if you are, or were, affiliated with the following
southern Alberta detachments or have joined the RCMP Veterans’ Association Lethbridge:
Hilda (Closed 1959); Manyberries (Closed 1964); Medicine Hat (Closed 1997); Redcliff;
Bow Island and Foremost (now amalgamated); Taber and Vauxhall (now amalgamated);
Milk River; Lethbridge (now Coaldale); Magrath; Raymond; Cardston; Picture Butte;
Vulcan; Fort Macleod; Nanton; Claresholm; Pincher Creek; Waterton;
Barons (Closed 1969); Brocket (now known as Piikani Nation);
Blairmore – Coleman Municipal (now known as Crowsnest Pass)
We are also extending this invitation to all RCMP Veterans Divisions in Alberta. All members & Veterans, please
extend this invitation to others who have (had) a special relationship with detachments i.e.: Crown Prosecutors,
Conservation Officers, etc.
Location:

The Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 46

Address:

159 - 23 Street, Fort Macleod, AB

Date:

Monday, 2017 September 18

Time:

11:00 Hrs. Luncheon to be served at 13:00 Hrs.

Cost:

$25.00 per person – Payable at door
Open bar - Happy Hour pricing in effect

Order of Dress: Casual - No program, Fellowship and Lunch
On or Before 2017 September 08, please RSVP with your full name, Regimental Number,
Phone Number and Email Address to: mpvetsla@telus.net
If you have any questions please contact Mike Duffy @ 403-866-8200;
or Rick Webb @ 403-394-8272.
Lethbridge RCMP Veterans’ Organizing Committee
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Contact
If you wish to contact a member of the Edmonton Veterans’ Association,
you can do so by sending an email to: President@edmrcmpvets.ca
If you wish to contact the editor of the newsletter, to pass on information of any
kind for inclusion in the newsletter, you can email the editor at:
VetsNews@shaw.ca.

Editor: Rob Stewart

From: Janice PEPE
RE: 2017 Sept Newsletter
Hi Bob,

The article in recognition of Dad’s 100th celebration, is wonderfully presented, Bob! So professional. Dad
is a proud Edmonton Vet and I know he feels honoured to have been recognized in this manner. Thankyou. His family is proud of him too!

Normally, I read Dad’s newsletters to him when they arrive in the mail (black & white version). The
September newsletter, overall, is an interesting, colourful, energetic and informative read, serving the

membership well. I am sure if Dad lived in Edmonton he would be attending some of those functions!
Until next time, Bob, …...Keep safe and healthy.
… Janice

Important Notice:

We are always trying to reduce the cost of providing this newsletter to
our members. If you are the recipient of a printed copy of this newsletter and do have access to an internet
capable computer, please let the Edmonton RCMP Veterans Association know ASAP either by telephone or
email. It’s up to you.
Cheers from the editor!
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